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CHAPTER I. 



NAERATIVE. 



The advantage of laying before the readier, in 
the words of the actors themselves, the adven- 
tures which we must otherwise have narrated 
in our-own, has given great popularity to the 
publication of epistolary correspondence, as prac- 
tised by various great authors, and by ourselves 
in the preceding volume. Nevertheless, a ge- 
nuine correspondence of this kind, (and^ Heaven 
forbid it should be in any respect sophisticated ' 
by interpolations of our own !) can seldom be 
found to contain all in which it is necessary to in- 
struct the reader for his full comprehension of 
the story. Also it must c^en happen that rarious 
prolixiues and redundancies occur in the course 
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4 NARRATIVK. CHAP. I. 

of an interchange of letters, which would only 
hang as a dead weight on the progress of the nar- 
rative. To avoid this dilemma, some biographers 
have used the letters of the personages concerned, 
or liberal extracts from them, to describe parti- 
cular incidents, or express the sentiments which 
they entertained ; while they connect them occa- 
sionally with such portions of narrative, as may 
serve to carry on the thread of the story. 

It is thus that the adventurous travellers who 
explore the summit of Mont Blanc, now move on 
so slowly through the crumbling snow-drift, that 
their progress is almost imperceptible, and anon 
abridge their journey by springing over the in- 
tervening chasms which cross their path, with the 
assistance of .their pilgrim-staves. Or, to make a 
briefer simile, the course of story-telling which 
we have for the present adopted, resembles the 
original discipline of the dragoons, who were 
trained to serve on foot or horseback, as the emer- 
gencies of the service required. With this expla- 
nation, we shall proceed to explain some circum- 
stances which Alan Fairford did not, and could 
not, write to his correspondent. 
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NA&ftATiy£. CHAP. I. 5 

Our reader, we trust, has formed somewhat 
approaching to a distinct idea of the principal 
characters who have appeared before him du- 
ring the last volume ; but in case our good opi- 
nion of his sagacity has been exaggerated, and in 
order to satisfy such as are addicted to the lau« 
dable pracdce of ikippingj (with whom we have 
at times a strong fellow feeling,) the following 
particulars may not be superfluous. 

Mr Saunders Fairford, as he was usually call- 
ed, was a man of business of the old school, mo- 
derate in his charges, economical and even dose 
in his expenditure, strictly honest in conducting 
Ins own affws, and those of his clients ; but 
taught by long experience to be wary and sus- 
jpicious in observing the motions of others. Punc- 
tual as the dock of Saint Giles tolled nine, the 
neat dapper form of the little hale old gentleman 
^as seen at the threshold of the Court hall, or at 
farthest, at the head of the Back Stairs, neatly 
dressed in a complete suit of snuff-ix>loured brown, 
with stockings of silk or woollen, as suited the 
weather; a bob-wig, and a small cocked hat: 
shoes blacked as Warren would have blacked 
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them; isilver ahoe-buckles, and « gold stqck* 
buckle. A nosegay in summer^ and a sprig of 
bolly in winter, completed his well-known dress 
and appearance. His manners corresponded with 
his attire, for they were scrupulously civil, and 
not a little formal. He was an elder of the kirk, 
and, of course, zealous for King George and go- 
vemment even to slaying, as he had shewed by 
taking up arms in their cause. But then, as he 
had clients and connections xs£ business among 
families of opposite political tenets, be was par* 
ticularly cautious to use all the conventional 
phrases which the civility of the time had devised, 
as an admissible mode of language betwixt the 
two parties. Thus he spoke sometimes of the 
Chevalier, but never either of the Prince, which 
would have been sacrificing his own principles, or 
of the Pretender, which would have been offen- 
sive to those of others* Again, he usually desig- 
nated the Bebellion as the qffiur of 1745, and 
spoke of any one engaged in it as a person who 
had been out at a certain period. So that, on 
t|ie whole, Mr Fairford was a man much liked 
and respected on all sides, though his friends 
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would not have been sorry if he had ^ven a din- 
ner more frequently, as his little cellar contained 
some choice old inne, of which, on such rare occa- 
sions, he was no niggard. 

The whole pleasure of this good old-fashioned 
man of method, besides that which he really felt 
in the discharge of his daily business, was the 
hope to see bis son Alan, the only fruit of an 
union whidi death early dissolved, attain what in 
the father^s eyes was the proudest of all distinc- 
tions-^the rank and fame of a well-employed 
lawyer. 

Every profesdon has its peculiar honours, 
and Mr Fidiford^s mind was constructed upon so 
limited and exclusive a plan, that be valued no- 
thing, save the objects of ambition which his own 
presented. He would have shuddered at Alan'^s 
acquiring the renownof a hero, and laughed with 
scorn at the equally barren laurels of literature ; 
it was by the path of the law alone that he was 
, desirous to see him rise to eminence, and the pro- 
babilities of success or disappointment were the 
thoughts of his father by day, and his dream by 
night. 
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The disposition of Alan Faitford, as well as 
his talents, was such as to encourage his fa« 
therms expectations. He had acuteness of in> 
tellect, joined to habits of )ong and patient study, 
improved no doubt by the discipline of his fa-. 
therms house ; to wUch, generally sjpeaking, he 
confonned with the utmost docility, expressang 
Bo wish for greater or more frequent relaxation 
than consisted with his father'*8 anxious and se- 
vere restricUons. When he did indulge in any 
juvenile frolics, his father had the candour to lay 
the whole blame upon his more mercurial compa- 
nion, Darsie Latimer/ 

This youth, as the reader must be aware, had 
been received as an inmate into the iamily of Mr 
Faxrhrdf senior, at a time when some of the de-* 
licacy of constitution which had abridged the life 
of bb consort, began to shew itself in the son, and 
when the father was, of course, peculiarly dis- 
posed to indulge his slightest wish. That the 
young Englishman was aUe to pay a consider- 
able board, was a matter of no importance to 
Mr Fmrford ; it was enough that his presence 
seemed to make his son cheerful and haj^y. 
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He was oompelled to allow that ** Darrie was a 
June lad, though unsettled,^ and would have ha4 
Some difficulty In getting rid of him, and the s^ 
prehensions which his levities excited, had it not 
been for the voluntary excursion which gave rise 
to the preceding correspondence, and in which 
Mr Fairford secretly rejoiced, as affording the 
means of separating Alan from his gay compa. 
ni(m, at least until he should have assumed, and 
become accustomed to, the duties of his dry and 
laborious profession. 

But the absence of Darsie was fair from promo- 
ting the end which the elder Mr Fairford had 
expected and desired. The young men were 
united by the closest bonds of intimacy ; and the 
more so, that neither of them sought or desired 
to admit any others into their society. Alan^ 
Fairford was averse to general company, from a 
dispoffltion naturally reserved, and Darsie Lati- 
mer from a painful sense of his own unknown 
origin^ peculiarly afflicting in a country where 
high and low are professed genealogists. The 
^oung men were all in all to eadi other ; it is no 
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wonder, therefore, that their separation was pain* 
ful, and that its effects upon Alan Fairford, 
joined to the anxiety occasioned by the tenor of 
his friend'*s letters, greatly exceeded what Mr 
Saunders had anUcipated. The young man 
went through his usual duties, his studies, and 
the examinations to which he was subjected, 
but with nothing like the zeal and aadduity which 
be had formerly displayed ; and his anxious and 
observant father saw but too plainly that his heart 
was with his absent comrade. 

A philosopher would have given way to this 
tide of feeling, in hopes to have diminished its 
excess, and permitted the youths to have been 
some time together, that their intimacy might 
have been broken off by degrees ; but Mr Fair- 
ford only saw the more direct mode of condnued 
rcstra'mt, which, however, he was desirous of 
veiling under some plausible pretext. In the 
anxiety which he felt on this occasion, he had 
held communication with an old acquaintance, 
Peter Drudgeit, with whom the reader is partly 
acquainted. << Alan,^^ he said, ^< was ance wud, 
and ay waur ; and he was expecting every mo- 
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meat wfaen he would start off in a wild-goose 
chase after the callant Latimer ; Will Sampson, 
^ the horse-hirer in Candlemaker-Row, had given 
him a lunt that Alan had been looking for a good 
hack, to go to the country for a few days. And 
then to oppose him downrightF— he could not but 
think on the way his poor mother was removed 
-—Would to Heaven he was yoked to some tight 
piece of business, no matter whether well or ill 
paid, but some job that would hamshackle him 
at least until the Courts rose, if it were but for 
decency^s sake.^ 

Peter Drudgeit sympathized, for Peter had a 
son, who, reason or none, would needs exchange 
tlie cut and inky fustian sleeves for the blue 
jacket and white lapelle ; and he suggested, as 
the reader knows, the engaging our friend Alan 
in the matter of Poor Peter Peebles, just opened 
by the desertion of young Dumtoustie, whose de- 
fection would be at the same ume concealed; 
and this, Brudgeit said, <^ would be felling two 
dogs with one stone.^ 

With these explanations, the reader will hold a 
man of the elder Fairford's sense and experience 
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free from the hazardous and impatient curiosity 
with which boys fling a puppy into a deep pond, 
merely to see if the creature can swim. However 
confident in his son^s talents, which were really 
considerable, he would have been very sorry to 
have involved him in the duty of pleading a com- 
plicated and difficult case, upon his very first ap. 
pearance at the bar, had he not resorted to it as 
an efiectual way to prevent the young man froni 
takbg a step, which his habits of thinking reprer 
sented as a most fatal one at bis outset in life. 

Betwixt two evils, Mr Fairford chose that 
which was in his own apprehension the least ; and, 
like a brave officer sending forth his son to battle, 
rather chose he should die upon the breach, than 
desert the conflict with dishonour. Neither did 
he leave him alone to his own unassisted energies. 
Like Alpheus preceding Hercules, he himself en- 
countered the Augean massof Peter Peebles^s law- 
matters. It was to the old man a labour of love 
to place in a dear and undistorted view the real 
merits of this case, which the carelessness and 
blunders of Peter^s former solicitors had convert- 
ed into a huge chaotic mass of unintelligible tech- 
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nicality ; and such was his skill and industry, 
that he was able, after the severe toil of two or 
three days, to present to the conaideration of the 
young counsel the principal facts of the case, in a 
light equally simple and comprehensible. With 
the assistance of a solicitor so affectionate and in- 
defatigable, Alan Fairford was enabled, when 
the day of trial arrived, to walk towards the 
Court, attended by his anxious yet encouraging 
parent, with some degree of confidence that he 
would lose no reputation upon this arduous oc- 
casion. 

They were met at the door of the Court by 
Poor Peter Peebles in his usual plenitude of wig 
and oelsitude of hat. He seized on the young 
pleader like a lion on his prey. '^ How is a^ w^ 
you, Mr Alan*— how is a** wi* you, man ?•— The 
awfu^ day is come at last— a day that will be 
lang minded in this house. Poor Peter Peebles 
against Plainstains— conjoined processes — ^Hear. 
ing in presence— stands for the Short BoH for this 
day^^I have not been able to sleep for a week for 
thinking of it, and, I dare to say, neither has 
the Lord President himsell— >for such a cause!! 
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Btil your father gar^d me tak a wee drap ower 
mickle of his pint bottle the other night ; \€s no 
right to mix brandy wi' business, Mr Fairford. 
I would have been the waur o* liquor if I would 
have drunk as mickle as you twa would have had 
me. But there^s a time for a^ things, and if ye 
will dine with me after the case is heard, or 
whilk is the same, or maybe better, FU gang my 
ways hame wi*^ ^ou, and I winna object to a 
cheerfu^ glass, within the bounds of moderation.^ 
Old Fairford shrugged his shoulders and hur- 
ried past the client, saw his son wrapt in the 
sable bombazine, which, in his eyes, was more 
venerable than an archbishop'^s lawn, and could 
not help fondly patting his shoulder, and whis- 
pering to him ]to take courage, and shew he was 
worthy to wear it The party entered the Outer ^ 
Hall of the Court, (once the place of meeting of 
the ancient Scottish Parliament,) and which cor- 
responds to the use of Westminster Hall in Eng« 
land, serving as a vestibule to the Inner House, 
as it is termed, and a place of dominion to cer- 
tain sedentary personages called Lords Ordiw 
nary. 

8 
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The earlier part of the morning was spent by 
old Fairford in reiterating his instructions to Ahn, 
and in running from one person to another, from 
whom he thought he could still glean some grains 
of information, either concerning the point at is* 
sue, or collateral cases. Meantime, Poor Peter 
Peebles, whose shallow brain was altogether un- 
able to bear the importance of the moment, kept as 
close to his young counsel as shadow to sub- 
stance, affected now to speak loud, now to whis- 
per in his ear, now to deck his ghastly counte* 
nance with wreathed smiles, now to cloud it witb 
a shade of deep and solemn importance, and anonr 
to contort it with the sneer of scorn and derision. 
These moods of the client^s mind were accom- 
panied with singular <* mockings and mow- 
ingis,^^ fantastic gestures, which the man of rag» 
and litigation deemed appropriate to his changes 
of countenance. Now he brandished his arm 
aloft, now thrust his fist straight out, as if to- 
knock his opponent down. Now he laid his 
open pahn on his bosom, and now flinging it. 
abroad, he gallantly snapped his fingers in the- 
air. 



Digitized by 



Google 



16 NAft&ATIVB. CHAP. I. 

These demonstraticms, and the obvious shame 
and embarrassment of Alan Fairford, did not 
escape the observation of the juvenile idla:^^ in 
the hall. They did not, indeed, approadi Peter 
with their usiial familiarity, from some feeling of 
deference towards Fairford, though many accu- 
sed him of concdit in presuming to undertalce so 
early a case of considerable difficulty. But Alan, 
notwithstanding this fcxrbearance, was not the less 
sensible that he and his companion were the sub- 
jects of many a pasdng j^pt, and many a shout 
of laughter, with which that region at all times 
abounds. 

At length the young counsePs patiaice gave 
way, and as it threatened to carry his presence^ 
of mind and recollection along with it, Alan frank- 
ly told bis father, thiU; unless he was relieved from 
the bflicdbn of his dient^s personal presence and 
instructions, he must necessiunly throw up his 
brief, and decline pleading the case 

^' Huish, hush, my dear Alan,^ sud the old 
gentleman, almost at his own wits end upon hear* 
ing this dilemma; ^* dinna nnnd the ally ne^er- 
9 
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do-weel ; we cannot keep the man from hearing 
his own cause though he be not quite right in 
the head." 

** On my life, sir,** answered Alan, " I shall 
be unable to go on— *he drives everything out of 
my remembrance ; and if I attempt to speak 
seriously of the injuries he has sustained, and 
the condition he is reduced to, how can I expect 
but that the very appearance of such an absurd 
i9carecrow will turn it all into ridicule ?^ 

^^ There is something in that,"*^ said Saunders 
Fairford, glancing a look at Poor Peter, and 
then cautiously inserting his fore-finger under 
his bob-wig, in order to rub his temple and lud 
his invention ; ** he is no figure for the fore-bar 
to see without laughing ; but how to get rid of 
him ? To speak sense, or anything like it, is the 
last thing he will listen to. — Stay, ay— Alan, ray 
darling, hae patience ; Til get him off on the in- 
stant like a gowff ba\'* 

So saying, he hastened to his ally, Peter 
Dnidgeit, who, on seeing him with marks of haste 
in his gait, and care upon his countenance, clap- 

VOL. 11. B 
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pedbis pen behind bis ear, with ^ WhatV th^ $i4r 
now^ Mr Smnders P-^^Is there aught wrai^g ?"* 

<< Here^s a dollar, man,^ said Mr Saunders ; 
«< now or neyer, Peter, do me a gqod tMm# Yon- 
der'*8 your nain^sake^ Peter Peebles^ will drive 
the ^wine through our bonny haq ks qf yam ; g«$t 
him ovei: toi ^ohn^s cc^ee-how^^ ma|i*--gie him 
his peridian-^keep him there, drunk or sob^, 
tiU thf hearing is ower.^ 

^< Eneugh said,^ quoth Peter D^udgcit, no 
way diiqrfeased with his own share in the service 
vequired,*^'^ We'se do your l»dding.^ 

Aeeordingly, fhe scribe was presently seen 
whispering in the ea|r of Peter Peebles, whose 
respoDses came fcMth in the fddlowipg broken 



<< Leiive the Cowt for ae minute on this great 
day of j)ldgw^nt?•— not I, by the R^n-^...^£|i ] 
what i iPirapdy, did ye say-^French brandy ?•*-» 
couldna ye fetch a stoup under your coat, man ? 
-^mpos^Ue ? Na, if if a dean imposffible, aqd if 
We have an hour good till they get through the 
single bills and the ^mmar-roll, I carmia if I 
cipss the close wi' you ; I am sure I need ^Qie- 
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thiog to Iceep ^y li^eai^ iip this d^^ ; bu( Fll n^ 
stay alboTe i^ iQ^^t--^t fi^ye^ i^ vmnte; 9^ 
tim9^---4ipr drink fbopp a mg\e gill.'* 

In a f^w, minutes ^fterwaj^dsf, the two peters 
were S(ef$n joying thrpiigh the Farliam^p^ Plfff^t 
(wluch new-fangled affectation, has P^Wf^ a 
square^) tb^ tni^f^ph9n|; prMdg^t ^^^ciij^ve 
the passive F^ble,9f ^^f!f^ ^^ ^^^HC]^ hij9f 
towards the ^ram*2^op, ^hile hi^ r^ve^rt^ ej<s 
were fix^ upc^ the C^l^ft* They d\yed into 
the Ciipmerian abysses (>f John's Qofikf^hoKis^* 
formerly the favourite r^ndea^pus of tt^^ jolassi- 
cal and g;^nial I>k F^tpairn^ an^ w^r^ for the pre- 
atmt seen fio mqre» 

Bflieyed frofn hi^ tof ment^^, ^-^ai; Fajrforc} 
had time to rally liif recq^lectiopsy i^Jiich in th^ 
irritation of bis spyAt^ had yearly ^wif^ped bin), 
and to prepai^e himself for a ta^k, thi^ suoqessfiil 
disqbiprg^ or failure in which must, he w^ aw^e, 
have ^e deep^t int^est i:|p9n his fortunes. JB[e 
had pride, was not ifithput a con^ppi^^esg of 
tident, and the sense of his father's feelings upon 
the subjept impelled him to th^ utmost exertion. 
Above ail, he had that sor^of aelf-con^^mand which 
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is essential to success in every arduous under^ 
taking, and he was constitutionally free from 
that feverish irritability, by which those whose 
over-active imaginations exaggerate difficulties, 
render themselves incapable of encountering such 
when they arrive. 

Having collected all the scattered and broken 
associations which were necessary, Alan'^s thoughts 
reverted to Dumfries-shire, and the precarious a* 
tuation in which he feared his beloved friend had 
placed himself; and once and again he consulted 
his watch, eager to have his present task commen* 
ced and ended, that he might hasten toDarsie'^s as- 
sistance. The hour and moment at length arrived. 
The Macer shouted, with all his brazen strength 
of lungs, ** Poor Peter Peebles v. Plainstanes, j^er 
Dumtoustie et Tough : — Maister Da-a-niel Dum- 
toustie !^* But Dumtoustie answered not the sum- 
mons, which, deep and swelling as it was, could 
not reach across the Queensferry ; but our Mais- 
ter Alan Fairfbrd appeared in his place. 

The Court was very much crowded ; for much 
amusement had been received on former occa- 
sions when Peter had volunteered his own ora- 
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tory, and had been completely suooessful in 
routing the gravity of the whole procedure, and 
putting to silence, not indeed the counsel of the 
opposite party, but his own. 

Both Bench and audience seemed considerably 
surprised at the juvenile appearance of the young 
man who appeared in the room of Dumtoustie, 
for the purpose of opening this complicated and 
long depending process, and the common herd 
were disappointed at the absence of Peter the 
client, the Punchinello of the expected entertain* 
ment The Judges looked with a very favourable 
countenance on our friend Alan, most of them 
being acquainted, more or less, witli so old a prac- 
titioner as his father, and all, or almost all, af- 
fording, from civility, the same fidr play to the 
first pleading of a counsel, which the House of 
Commons yields to the maiden speech, of one of 
its members. 

Lord Bladderscate was an exception to this ge- 
neral expression of benevolence, Hescowled upon 
Alan from beneath his large, shaggy, grey eye^ 
brows, just as if the young lawyer had been 
usurping his nephew'*s honours, instead of cover- 
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ingtiiis di^ace ; and, frbm feelmgs which did his 
lordship little honour, he privately hoped idle 
young miin would not tocceed in the cause 
which his kinsman had abiEU]fd6ned. 

Even Lord Bhiddersciri^, however, was, in 
spite ctf himself, p!e!ated ^th ih^ judicious akid 
modest toAe in which Alfitn bisgan hin luldrei^s 
to the Cot^t, a]li6l6^zitag fi^rliii^ own presump- 
tion, 'iitiA excusing it by thl^ sudden Ulness of his 
learned brother, for whoin the labour of opening 
a caiUse c^f some diAcUlty ktiA impoitafnd^ htA 
been lihidi m6i% Wdrt!hiiy ^c^igtied. !tte ^ke 
6f ^ii^setf Bs he tiaify wkk^a&d of yOung Dum- 
totisde ab ifHiii he bught to hi^ve been, taking 
care not to ^Well on eith^ tdpic a moment longer 
than was necessary. 7^e did Judge^s looks be- 
came benign ; lus family pride was propitiated, 
and, pleased equally with the modesty and dVi- 
lity of the young man whom he had tbought for- 
ward and offidods, he relaxed tfae scorn of his 
'features iiitd anWpresdon of profound attention ; 
the highest <iompliment, anid the greatest eAco'u- 
!ragement, ^iehich a ^itdge taxx raider to tlie coun- 
sel addressing hi|n. 
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Having sucoeeided in securing the favoufaUe 
attention of the Conrt, the j^oung lawyer, using 
the lights which his father^s experience and 
knowledge of business had aibrded him, proceed- 
ed wilih an ilddress and deiamesji, unexpected 
fitonk one of his years, to remove frcHn the case 
itself thos^ complicated formidities with whidi 
it had been loaded, as a surgeon strips from a 
wound the dre^idngs niiiich hare been hastily 
wmpped round it, in order to proceed to im 
cure ^ecrniiim, artmi. Developed of the cum- 
bvolis abd complicated technicalities 0f litigation, 
whi^ (he perv^se obstinacy of the client, this 
ineonnderate haste, or the ignbranoeof his agents, 
and the evasions of a ftubtile adversary had occa- 
sioned, die cause of Poor Peter Peebles, standing 
upon its simple merits, was no bad subject for 
the declamation of a young counsel, nor did our 
fnend Alan fail to avail himself of its strong 
pcnnts. 

He exhibited his client as a ample-hearted, 
honest, well-meaning man, who, during a co- 
partnership of twelve years, had gradually be- 
come impoverished, while his partner^ (his for- 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 NAKJKATIV£. CHAP* I. 

.mer.cl^rk,) hayiog no funds but his share of the 
same business, into which he had been admitted 
wij^hout any advance of stock, had become gra« 
dually more and more wealthy. 

*^ Their association,^ said Alan, and the little 
flight was reodtved with some applause, *^ re- 
sembled the ancient story of the fruit which was 
carved with a knife poisoned on one side of the 
blade only, so that the individual to whom the 
envenomed portion was served, drew decay and 
death from what affi>rded. savour and sustenance 
to the consumer of the otlier moiety.*" He then 
plunged, boldly, into the mare magmmt c^ ac- 
compts between the parties; he pursued each 
false statement from the waste-book to the day^ 
book, from the day-book to the biU-book, from 
the bilLbook to the ledger ; placed the artful in^* 
terpolations and insertions of the fallacious Plaii>. 
stanes in array against each other, and against 
the fact; and availing himself to the utmost of 
his father's previous labours, and his own know- 
ledge of aocompts, in which be had been sedu- 
lously trained, he laid before the Court a clear 
and intejligiliJe statement of the affairs of the CO7 
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partnery, shewing, with predsion, that a large 
balance must^ at the dissolution, have been due to 
his client, sufficient to have enabled him to have 
carried on business on his own account, and thus 
to have retained his situation in society, as an 
independent and industrious tradesman. *^ But 
instead of this justice being voluntarily render- 
ed by the former clerk to his former master^ — 
by the party obUged to his benefactor, — ^by one 
honest man to another,— his wretched client had 
heext compelled to follow his quondam clerk, 
his present debtor, from Court to Court; had 
found his just claims met with well-invented 
but unfounded counter-claims, had seen his party 
shift his character of pursuer or defender, as of- 
ten as Harlequin efiects his transformations, till, 
in a chase so varied and so long, the unhappy 
litigant had lost substance, reputation, and almost 
the use of reason itself, and came before their 
Lordships an object of thoughtless derision to the 
unreflecting, of compassion to the better-hearted, 
and of awful meditation to every one, who consi- 
dered that, in a country where excellent laws were 
administered by uprigbtand incorruptible judges. 
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a man might pursue an almost indisputable clttln 
through all the mazes of litigation ; lose fortune. 
Imputation, and reason itself in the chase, and 
iiow come before the Supreme Court of his coun- 
try in the wretched condition of his unhappy 
client, a Tictim to pkbtraeted justice, and to that 
hope delayed which mckens the. heart.^ 

The force of this appeal to feeling made Us 
much impresaon on the Bendi, as had been pre- 
viously effected by the deamess of Alan^s argti- 
ment The absurd form of Peter himself, willi - 
his tow-wig, was f(»tunately not presei^t to eit- 
cite any ludicrous eihotion, and the pause that 
took place whai the younfg lawyer had oohduded 
his speedi, was followed by a murmur of appro- 
bation, whidii the ears of his father drank in as 
the sweetest sounds that had ever entered them. 
Many a hand of gratulation was thrust out to hb 
grasp, trembling as it was with anxiety, and final- 
ly with delight ; his Vcnce faltering, as he re- 
plied, << Ay, ay, I kend Alan was the lad to 
make a spoon or spoil a hom.^ 

The counsel on the other nde arose, an old 
practitioner, who had noted too closely the im- 
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^rei^on tnddie by Alan-s pleading hot t6 fekr 
the coiisequehces 6f an liniaMediatfe ttecinDii.- -lie 
paid die fiighe^ coibpliments to Kk yerf yddlig 
lirbther-^^* ttie Ben|itaiiii, as he woiilil {^silMe 
to-dall hini^ of the lekrhed FactiKy-^Hsmd Ihesi- 
l^id h&dsliips of "iilt Peebles Werie tomplefi. 
^t^if hy\ih being placed M a sitiifttii^ trfat^i'e 
the benevolence of their Lordships had astt^ned 
hijn ^flftuitbusly such iit^s^sllmcie as he ms^ not 
otherWisg have obt^edat'ahigh price— tnbd^^w- 
ed his ybU^g brotherhad put itnany things in sudi 
a ne^ point of view, that, although he was quite 
(jeitldn df his sSMty to refbte t&ietfi, he i^as h6- 
hi^4tly desirous of haVii^ a few faoii^s to ariiat^ 
Ms raswef , in orde'r to ht &ble to follow Mr Fahr- 
fdrdfrbmpo&ttd point He had further lb dl>. 
serve, thete was one ^int c^ the ciasi^ t6 which 
his brother, whose attention had been otherwise so 
wottdei^ly obmpreheni^ve, had not ^veA the 
consideration which he expected ; it was founded 
on the ihtdrpretadoii of certain corres^ndence 
which had passed betwijctthe parties, soon after 
the dissoUtion of the copiurtner y.^ 
The Coui't haNring heard Mr Tou^, readily 

7 
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allowed him two days for preptfring himself, 
hinting, at the same time, that he might find 
his task difficult, and afibrding the young coun- 
sely with high encomiums upon the mode in which 
he had acquitted himself, the choice of speaking, 
either now or at next calling of the cause, upon 
the point which Plainstanes^s lawyer had advert^ 
ed to. 

Alan modestly apolo^zed for what in fact had 
been an omission very pardonable in so compli- 
cated a case, and professed himself instantly ready 
to go through that correspondence, and prove 
that it was in form and substance exactly appli- 
cable to the view of the case he had submitted 
to his lordship. He applied to his father, who 
sat behind him, to hand him, from time to time, 
the letters, in the order in which he meant to read 
and comment upon them. 

Old Counsellor Tough had probably formed an 
ingenious enough scheme to blunt the efiect of 
the young lawyer^s reasoning, by thus obliging 
him to follow up a process of reasoning, clear and 
complete in itself, by a hasty and extemporary 
appendix. If so, he seemed likely to be disap- 
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pointed ; for Alan was well prepared on this, as 
on other parts of the cause, and recommenced 
his pleading with a degree of animation and spi« 
lit, which added force even to what he had for- 
merly stated, and might perhaps have occasioned 
the old gentleman regretting his having agun 
called him up ; when his father^ as he handed him 
the letters, put one into his hand which produced 
a singular effect on the pleader. 

At the first glance, he saw that the paper had 
no reference to the affairs of Peter Peebles ; but 
the first glance also shewed him, what, even at 
that time, and in that presence, he could not help 
reading ; and which, being read, seemed totally 
to disconcert his ideas. He stopped short in his 
harangue-— gazed on the paper with a look of sur- 
prise and horror— uttered an exclamation, and 
flinging down the brief which he bad in his hand, 
hurried out of court without returning a single 
word of answer to the various questions, " What 
was the matter ?'' — " Was he taken unwell r'— 
" Should not a chair be called ?^ &c. &c. &c. 

The elder Mr Fairford, who remained seated, 
and looking as senseless as if he had been made 
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of stymie, wiMi ft length recalled to him9e]if by 
the 9ipdott8 inquiries of the judges §pd th^ coun. 
suel after hU sg^^s health* He thei^ rose with 
an ^r, in i^hich wi^ mingled the deep habitual 
r^^iev^aoe in nrhich b^ held the Courf, wi^h 
spf^ iitfjoroal cause of agitation, and wH^ diffi- 
Cjolty nie^tion9c]| something pf a inistake-pa piece 
of bad news— ^UaR, he hoped^ woul4 be well 
enough to-morrow. But unable to proceed far- 
tfies, he clasped his hands together^, exclaiming, 
^^ 9(j scMQ ! ipy soQ !^ and ]ftt the comft hastily, 
as if in pursuit of him. 

<< Whiit^s the matter with the auld biltch 
n^t i^ sfiid an acute metaphysical j udge, a^ide to. 
l^s brethren. ^' This \s a dfift Clause, Bladder* 
soate-^first, i t driyes tbjB ]popr pai|. la^ tbiit qught 
itrr^^Q your nffvoy goes da^ vith fqgl^^tli)^ 
thifif^inart young hppefu) is i^th^ hop^ with too 
hard study^ I fimqrr-w4 now apld ^ui^ders 
Fairfordi^aslum^lieastiv&be&tpf theiiQ. Wh^ 
say ye tilPt, ye bitch ?^ 

<* I^othipg, fny lord,^ answered Bl^derscate, 
much too forn^al to ^Mlmire the levities in Tirhich 
his philosophical brother sometimes indulged-^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



NAEBATIYS. C^AP. I. SI 

<< I say nothing, but pray to Heaven to keep our 
own wits.** 

<^ Amen, amen,^ answered bis learned brother ; 
<< for some of us have but few to spare.^ 

The Court then arose, and the audience de- 
parted, greatly w<»idenng fit the talent display- 
ed by Alan Fairford at his first appearance in a 
case so difficult and ^ poipplieatedy and assign- 
ing fin hundred conjectural causes, each different 
from the others, for the singular interruption 
. which had clouded his day of success. The wcnrat 
q{ th^ whole i^rfs, tbiat six agents, who had each 
come to the s^^parate resplution of thrusting s^ re- 
t^imng fee into Alan^s hand as he left the court, 
shcK^k tlieir heads as they returned the money 
mto their leathern poudies, and said, ^* that the 
li|d WHS deyer^ lm( they would like to see m<ire 
of him l^fore they engaged Inm in the way of 
bu«nesB>— they did not like his lowping away 
like a flen in a blanket.^ 
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CHAPTER II. 

Had our friend Alexander Fairford known 
the consequences of his son'^s abrupt retreat from 
the Court, which are mentioned in the end of the 
last chapter, it might have accomplished the pre- 
diction of the lively old judge, and driven him 
utterly distracted. As it was, he was miserable 
enough. His son had ri3en ten degrees higher in 
his estimation than ever, by his display of juridi- 
cal talents, which seemed to assure him that the 
applause of the judges and professors of the law, 
which, in his estimation, was worth that of all 
mankind besides, authorized to the fullest extent 
the advantageous estimate which even his pa- 
rental partiality had been induced to foita of 
Alan^s powers. On the other hand, he felt that 
he was himself a little humbled from a disguise 

6 
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which he had practised towards this son of his 
hopes and wishes. 

The truth was, that on the morning of this 
eventful day, Mr Alexander Fairford had recei<r 
ved from his oorresppndent and friend, Provost 
Crosbie of Dumfries, a letter of the following te- 
nor:— 

<< Deae Sie, 
** Your respected favour of 25th ultimo, per 
favour of Mr Darsie Latimer, reached me in safe- 
ty, and I shewed to the young gentleman such 
attentions as he was pleased to accept of. The 
object of my present writing is twofold. First, 
the council are of opinion that you should now 
b^in to stir in the thirlage cause ; and they 
think they wUl be able, from evidence naoUer 
rqpertum^ to enable you to amend your conde- 
scendence upon the use and wont of the burgh, 
touching the grama invecia et iUata. So you 
vdll please consider yourself as authorized to 
speak to Mr Pest, and lay before him the papers 
which you will receive by the coach. The coun- 
cil think that a fee of two guineas may be suiB- 

VOL. II. c 
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dent on this occasion, as Mr Pest had three for 
drawing the original condescendence. 

** I take the opportunity of adding, that there 
has been a great riot among the Solway fisher- 
men, who have destroyed, in a masterful man- 
ner, the stake-nets set up near the mouth of this 
river ; and have besides attacked the house of 
Quaker Geddes, one of the principal partners of 
the Tide-net Fishmg Company, and done a great 
deal of damage. Am sorry to add, young Mr 
Latimer was in the fray, and has not since been 
heard of. Murder is spoke of, but that may be a 
word of course. As the young gentleman has be- 
haved rather oddly while in these parts, as in de- 
clining to dine with me more than once, and going 
about the country with strolling fiddlers and such- 
like, I rather hope that his present absence is only 
occasioned by a frolic ; but as his servant has been 
making inquiries at me respecting his master, I 
thought it best to acquaint you in course of post. 
J have only to add, that our Sheriff has taken a 
precognition, and committed one or two of the 
rioters. If I can be useful in this matter, either 
by advertising for Mr Latimer as missing, pub- 
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lishing a reward, or otherwise, I will obey yoar 
respected instructions, being your most obedient 
to command, 

William Ceosbib.^ 

When Mr Fidrford received this letter, and 
bad read it to an end, his first idea was to com^ 
municate it to his son, that an express migfat be 
instantly dispatched, or a Eing^s messenger sent 
with proper authority to search after his late 
guest 

The habits of the fishers were rude, as he well 
knew, though not absolutely sanguinary or fero- 
dous ; and there had been Instances of their trans- 
porting persons who had interfered in their smug- 
gling trade to the Isle of Man, and elsewhere, and 
keeping them under restraint for many weeks. 
On this account, Mr Fairford was naturally led 
to feel anxiety concerning the fate of his late 
inmate ; and, at a less interesting moment, would 
certainly have set out himself, or licensed his son 
to go in pursuit of his friend. 

But the case of Poor Peter Peebles against 
Plainstanes was, he saw, adjourned, perhaps sine 
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dky should tliis document readi the hands of hi» 
son. The mutual and enthusiastical affection be- 
twixt the young men was well known to him ; and 
he concluded, that if the precarious state of Lati- 
mer were made known to Alan Fairfoird, it would 
render him not only unwilling, but totally tinfit, 
to. discharge the duty of the day, to which the did 
gentleman attached such ideas of importance. 

On mature reflection, therefdre, he resolved, 
though not without some feelings of compunc- 
tion, to delay communicating to his son the dis- 
agreeable intelligence which he had received, un- 
til the business of the day should be ended. The 
delay, he persuaded himself, could be of little 
consequence to Darsie Latimer, whose folly, he 
dared to say, had led him into some scrape which 
would meet an appropriate punishment, in some 
accidental restrmnt, which would be thus pro* 
kmged for only a few hours longer. Besides, he 
would have time to speak to the Sheriff of the 
county-^perhaps to the EiDg'^s Advocate— And 
set about the matter in a regular manner. 

The scheme, as we have seen, was partially 
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successful, and was only ultimately defeated^ as he 
confessed to himself with shame, by his own very 
unbunness-like mistake of shuffling the Fk'otost^s 
letter, in the hurry and anxiety of the morning, 
among some papers belonging to Peter PeebWs 
affairs, and then handing it to his son, without 
observing the blunder. He used to protest, even 
till the day of his death, that he never had been 
guilty of such an inaccuracy as ^ving a paper 
out of his hand without looking at the docket- 
ting, except on that imhappy occasion, when, of 
all others, he had such particular occasion to re^ 
gret his negligenoe. 

Disturbed by these reflections, the old gentle- 
man had, for the first time in his life, some dis- 
inclination, arising from shame and vexation, to 
face his own son ; so that to protract for a little the 
meeting, which he feared would be a painful one, 
he went to wait upon the Sheriff-depute, who he 
found had set off for Dumfries, in great haste, 
to superintend in person the investigation which 
had been set on foot by his Substitute. Thisgen- 
tieman^s clerk could say little on the sufc^^t of 
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the riot^ exoeptbg that it had been Gerious, much 
damage done to property, and gome personal yno^ 
lence oflfered to individuals ; but, as far as he had 
yet heard, no lives lost on the spot. 

Mr Fairford was compelled to return home 
with this intelligence ; and on inquiring at James 
Wilkinson where his son was, received for an- 
swer, that ^^ Maister Alan was in his own room, 
and very busy.** 

^ We must have our explanation over,** said 
Saunders Fairford to himself. << Bettor a finger 
off, as aye wagging ;** and going to the door of 
his 8on*s apartment, he knocked at first gently- 
then more loudly — but recdved no answer. 
Somewhat alarmed at this silence, he opened the 
door of the apartment — it was empty— clothes 
lay mixed in confusion with the law-books and 
papers, as if the inmate had been engaged in 
hastily packing for a journey. As Mr Fair- 
ford looked around in alarm, his eye was arrests 
ed by a sealed letter lying upon his son'^s writing- 
table, and addressed to himself. It contained 
the following words : — 
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<^ My Deabest Fatusb, 
<^ You will not, I trust, be surprised, nor per- 
haps very much displeased, to learn that I am 
now on my way to Dumfries-shire, to learn, by 
my own personal investigation, the present state 
of my dear friend, and afford him such relief as 
may be in my power, and which, 1 trust, will be 
effectual. I do not presume to reflect upon you, 
dearest sir, for concealing from me infcHination 
of so much consequence to mj peace of mind and 
happiness; but I h<^ your having done so 
will be, if not an excuse, at least some mitigation 
of my present offence, in taking a step of conse- 
quence without consulting your pleasure ; and, 
I must further own, under circumstances which 
perhaps might lead to your disapprobation of my 
purpose. I can only say, in further apology, 
that if anything unhappy, which Heaven forbid ! 
shall have occurred to the person who, next to 
yourself, is dearest to me in this world, I shall 
have on my heart, as a subject of eternal regret, 
that, being in a certain degree warned of his 
danger, and furnished with the means of obvi- 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 KAEAATIVE. CHAF. II. 

atiog it, I did not instantly hasten to his as- 
sistance, but pr<^erred giving my attention to 
the business of this unlucky morning. No yie'w 
of personal distinction, nothing, indeed, short of 
your earnest and often expressed wishes, could 
have detained me in town till this day ; and ha- 
vii^ made this sacrifice to filial duty, I trust 
you will hold ine excused, if I now obey the calls 
of friendship and humanity. Do not be in the 
least anuous on my account; I shall know, I 
trus^ how to conduct myself with due caution in 
any emergence which may occur, otherwise my 
legal studies for so many years have been to little 
purpose* I am fully provided with money, and 
also with arms, in case of need ; but you may 
rely on my prudence in avoiding all occasions of 
using the latter, short of the last necessity. God 
Almighty bless you, my dearest father! and 
graint that you may forgive the first, and, I trust, 
the last act approaching towards disobedience, 
of which I either have now, or shall hereafter 
have, to accuse myself. I remain, till death, 
your dutiful and affectionate son," 

*' Alak Fairfokb. 



Digitized by 



Google 



NAARATTYE. CHAF. II. 41 

<^ P. S.— 'I will write with the utmost regula- 
rity, acquainting you with my motions, and re- 
questing your advice. I trust niy stay will be 
very short, and I think it possible that I shall 
bring back Darsie along with me.^ 

The paper dropped from the old mane's hand 
when he was thus assured of the misfortune which 
he apprehended. His first idea was to get a post^ 
chaise and pursue the fugitive ; but he recollect- 
ed, that, upon the very rare occasions' when Alan 
had diewn himself indocile to the pairiapoieitaSf 
his natural ease and gentleness of disposition 
seemed hardened into obstinacy, and that now, 
entitled, as arrived at the years of majority, and 
a member of the learned Faculty, to direct his 
own motions, there was great doubt whether, in 
the event of his overtaking his son, he might be 
aiAe to prevail on him to return back. In such 
a risk of failure3 he thought it wiser to desist 
from his purpose, especially as even his success 
in such a pursuit would give a ridiculous eclat to 
the whole afFw*, which could not be otherwise 
than prejudicial to his son^s rising character. 
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Bitter, howerer, were Saunders Faii;ford^8 re- 
flections, as again picking up the fatal scroll, he 
threw himself into his son'^s leathern easy-chair, 
and bestowed upon it a disjointed commentary. 
<< Bring back Darae ? little doubt of that — the 
bad shilUng is sure enough to come back again. 
I wish Darsie no worse iU than that he were car- 
ried where the silly fool^ Alan, should never see 
him again. It was an ill hour that he darkened 
my docHTS in, for, ever since that, Alan has given 
up his ain old-fashioned mother-wit, for the 
t^other^s cappemoited maggots and nonsense.-— 
Provided with money ? you must have more than 
I know of, then, my friend, for I trow I kept 
you pretty short for your own good«— -Can he 
have gotten more fees i or, does he think five 
guineas has neither beginning nor end ?— Arms ! 
What would he do with arms, or what would 
any man do with them, that is not a regular sol- 
dier under government, or else a thief-taker? I 
have had enough of arms, I trow, although I 
carried them for King Greorge and government. 
But this, is a worse strait than Falkirk-field 
yet. — God guide us, we are poor inconsistent 
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creatures ! To think the lad should have made so 
able an appearance, and then bolted off this gate, 
after a glaikit ne^er-do- weel, like a hound upon a 
false scent !-— Las-a-day ! it'^s a sore thing to see 
a stunkard cow kick down the pail when it^s 
reaming fou.<— But, after allj it is an ill bird 
that defile« its ain nest I must cover up the 
scandal as well as I can.— What^s the matter now, 
James ?^ 

<* A message, sir,^ said James Wilkinson, 
^^ horn my Lord President ; and he hopes Mr 
Alan is not seriously indisposed.^ 

<< From the Lord President ? the Lord pre- 
serve us !— -PU send an answer this instant ; bid 
the lad At down, and ask him to drink, James. 
-—Let me see,^ continued he, taking a sheet of 
gilt paper, ^< how we are to draw our answers.^ 

Ere hi& pen had touched the paper, James 
was in the room again. 

" What now, James ?^ 

^^ Lord Bladderscate^s lad is come to ask how 
Mr Alan is, as he left the Court ^ 

" Ay, ay, ay,'' answered Saunders, bitterly ; 
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<< he has e^en made a moonlight flitting like my 
Lord'^s own nevoy." 

*< Shall I say sae^ BkT said James, who, as an 
cdd soldier, was literal in all things touching the 
service. 

f* The devil 1 no, no !~Bid the. kd sit down 
and taste our ale. I will write his lordship an 
answer.^ 

Once more the gilt paper was resumed, and 
once more the door was opened by James. 

^* Liord ' sends his servitor to ask after 
Mr Alan;' 

<< Oh, the deevil take tfaar civility !^ said poor 
Saunders. << Set him down to drink too*— I will 
write to his lordship.'* j 

<< The lads will bide your pleasure, sir, as 
lang as I keep the bicker fou ; but this ringing 
is like to wear out the bell, I think ; there are 
they at it again.'' 

He answered the fresh summons accordingly, 
and came back to inform Mr Fairford, that the 
Dean of Faculty was called to inquire for Mr 
Alan. — " Will I set him down to drink, too ?" 
said James. 
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^^ Will you be an idiot^ sir T" said Mr Fair- 
ford. *^ Shew Mr Dean into the parlour.^ 

In gfMBg slowly down stairs, step by step, the 
perplexed man of business had time Plough to re- 
flect, that if it be possible to put a fur gloss upon a 
true story, the verity always servet the purpose 
better than any substitute which ingenuity can 
devise. He therefore told his learned visitor, that 
althou^ his son had heesx incommoded by the 
heat of the court, and the long train of hard study, 
by day and night, preceding his exertions, yet 
he had fortunately so far recovered, as to be in 
condition to obey upon the instant a sudden sum- 
mons which had called him to die country, on a 
matter of life and death. 

<^ It should be a serious matter indeed that 
takes my. young friend away at this moment,^ 
siud the good-natured Dean. *^ I wish he had 
staid to finish his pleading, and put down old 
Tough. Without compliment, Mr Fairford, it 
was as fine a first appearance as I ever heard. I 
should be sorry your son did not follow it up in 
a reply. Nothing like striking while the iron is 
hot'' 
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Mr Saunders Fairford made a bitter grimace 
as he acquiesced in an opinion which was indeed 
deddedlj his own ; but he thought it most pru- 
dent to reply, << that the affair which rendered his 
son Alan^s presence in the country absolutely ne- 
cessary, regarded the affairs of a young gentle- 
man of great fortune, who was a particular friend 
of AlanX and who never took any material step 
in his affairs, without consulting his counsel 
learned in the law.^ 

" Well, well, Mr Fairford, yoU know best," 
answered the learned Dean ; ** if there be death 
or marriage in the case, a will or a wedding is to 
be preferred to all other business. I am happy 
Mr Alan is so much recovered as to be able for 
travel, and wish you a very good morning." 

Having thus taken his ground to the Dean of 
Faculty, Mr Fairford hastily wrote cards in an- 
swer to the inquiry of the three judges, account- 
ing for Alan^s absence in the same manner. 
These, being properly sealed and addressed, he 
delivered to James, with directions to dismiss the 
parti-coloured gentry, who, in the meanwhile, 
had consumed a gallon of twopenny ale, while dis- 
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cussing points of law, and addressing each other 
by their masters^ titles. 

The exerdon which these matters demanded, 
and the interest which so many persons of legal 
distinction appeared to have taken in his son, 
greatly relieved the oppressed spirit of Saunders 
Fairford, who continued to talk mysteriously of 
the very important business which had interfered 
with his son'^s attendance during the brief remain- 
der of the session. He endeavoured to lay the 
same unction to his own heart; but here the 
application was less fortunate, for his conscience 
told him, that no end, however important, which 
could be achieved in Darsie Latimer^s affairs, 
could be balanced against the reputation which 
Alan was like to forfdt, by deserting the cause 
of Poor Peter Peebles. 

In the meanwhile, although the haze which 
surrounded the cause, or causes, of that unfortu- 
nate litigant had been for a time dispelled by 
Alan'^s eloquence, like a fog by the thunder of 
artillery, yet it seemed to settle down upon it, 
thick as the palpable darkness of Egypt, at the 
very sound of Mr Tough^s voices who, on the 
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second day after Alan^s departure, was heard 
in answer to the opening counsel. Deep-mouthed, 
long-breathed, and pertinacious, taking a pinch 
of snuff betwixt every sentence, which otherwise 
seemed interminable— the veteran pleader prosed 
over all the themes which had been treated so 
luminously by Fairford ; he quietly and imper- 
ceptibly replaced all the rubbish whidi the other 
had cleared away ; and succeeded in restoring 
the veil of obscurity and unintelligibility which 
had for many years obscured the case of Pee- 
bles against Plainstanes ; and the matter was 
once more hung up by a remit to an accomptant, 
with instruction to report before answer. So dif. 
ferent a result from that which the public had 
been led to expect from Alan^s speech, gave rise 
to various speculations. 

The client himself opined, that it was entirely 
omngf first, to bis own absence during the first 
day^s pleading, being, as he said, deboshed with 
brandy, usquebaugh, and other strong waters, 
at John'^s Coffee-house, per ambages of Peter 
Drudgeit, employed to that effect by and through 
the device, counsel, and covyne of Saunders Fair- 
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fiird, his agent, or pretended agent Seoondly, by 
the flight and voluntary desertion of the younger 
Fairford, the advocate ; on account of wluch, 
he served both father and son with a petition 
and complaint against them, for malversation in 
office. So that the apparent and most probable 
issue of this cause seemed to menace the melan- 
dioly Mr Saunders Fairford with addidonal sub- 
ject for plague and mortification ; which was the 
more galling, as his conscience told him that the 
case was really given away, and that a very brief 
resumption of the former argument, with refer- 
ence to the necessary authorities and points of 
evidence, would have enabled Alan, by the mere 
breath, as it were, of his mouth, to blow away the 
various cobwebs with which Mr Tough had agun 
invested the proceedings. But it went, he said, 
just Uke a decreet in absence, and was lost for 
want of a contradictor. 

Ii^ the meantime, nearly a week passed over 
without Mr Fairford hearing a word directly fix>m 
his son. He learned, indeed, by a letter from 
Mr Croslne, that the young counsellor had safely 
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leacbed Dumfries, but had left that town upon 
' some ulterior researches, the purpose of which 
he had not communicated. The old man, thus 
left to suspense, and to mortifying recollections, 
fleprived also of the domestic society to which he 
had been habituated, began to suffer in the body 
as well as the mind. He had formed the deter- 
mination of setting out in person for Dumfries- 
shire, when, after having been dogged, peevish, 
and snappish to his clerks and domestics, to an 
unusual and almost intolerable degree, the acri- 
monious humours settled in a hissing-hot fit of 
the gout, which is a w«ll-known tamer of the most 
froward spirits, and under whose discipline we 
shall, for the present, leave him, as the continua- 
tion of this history assumes, with the next divi- 
sion, a form somewhat different from direct nar- 
rative and epistolary correspondence, though 
partaking of the character of both. 
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CHAPTER III. 

JOURNAL OF DARSIE LATIMER. 

QThe following Address is written on the inside of the 
envelope which contained the JovunaL]] 

Into what hands soever these leaves may faU^ 
thej will instruct him* during a certain time 
at least, in the history of the life of an unfortu- 
nate young man, who, in the heart of a free 
country, and without any crime being laid to his 
charge, has been, and is, subjected to a course 
of unlawful and violent restraint He who opens 
this letter, is therefore conjured to apply to the 
nearest magbtrate, and, following such indiciu 
tions as the papers may affi>rd, to exert him- 
self for the relief of one, who, while he possesses 
every daim to assistance which oppressed inno- 
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cence can give, has, at the same time, both the 
inclination and the means of being grateful to 
his deliverers. Or, if the person obtaining these 
letters shall want courage or means to effect the 
writer'^s release, he is, in that case, conjured, 
by every duty of a man to his fellow mortals, 
and of a Christian towards one who professes 
. the same holy faith, to take the speediest mea- 
sures for conveying them with speed and safety 
to the hands of Alan Fairford, Esq. Advocate, 
residing in the family of his father, Alexander 
Fairford, Esq. Writer to the Signet, brown^s 
Square, Edinburgh. He may be assured of a 
liberal reward, besides the consciousness of ha- 
ving discharged a real duty to humanity. 



My Deakest Alan, 
Feeling as warmly towards you in doubt and 
in distress, as I ever did in the brightest days of 
our intimacy, it is to you wh(Hn I address a his- 
tory which may perhaps fall into very dtferent 
hands. A portion of my former spirit descends 
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to my pen, whea I write your name, and. in- 
dulging the happy thought that you may be my 
deliverer from my present uncomfortable and 
alarming situation, as you have been my guide 
and counsellor on every former occa^on, I will 
subdue the dejection which would otherwise 
overwhelm me. Therefore, as. Heaven knows, 
I have time enough to write, I will endeavour 
to pour my thoughts out, as fully and freely as 
iji old, though probably without the same gay 
and happy levity. 

If the papers should reach other hands than 
yours, still I will not regret this exposure of my 
feelings ; for, allowing for an ample share of the 
folly inddental to youth and inexperience, I fear 
not that I have much to be ashamed of in my 
narrative ; nay, I even hope, that the open sim- 
plicity and frankness with which I am about to 
relate every singular and distressing drcumstaace, 
may prepossess even a stranger in my favour ; 
and that, amid the multitude of seemingly trivial 
circumstances which I detail at length, a clew 
may be found to effect my liberation. 

Another chance certainly remains— the Jour- 
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nal^ as I may call it» may never reach the handsy 
either of the dear friend to whom it is addressed, 
or those of an indifiTerent stranger, but may be- 
come the prey of the persons by whom I am at 
pjresent treated as a prisoner. Let it be so— 
they will learn from it little but what they al^ 
ready know ; that, as a man, and anEnglishman, 
my soul revolts at the usage which I have reod- 
ved ; that I am determined to essay every possible 
means to obtain my freedom ; that captivity has 
not broken my spirit, and that, although they 
may doilbtless complete their oppression by mur- 
der, I am still willing to bequeath my cause to 
the justice of my country. Undeterred, there- 
fore, by the probability that my papers may be 
torn from me, and subjected to the inspection of 
one in particular, who, causelessly my en^ny 
already, may be yet farther incensed at me for 
recording the history .of my wrongs, I proceed 
to resume the history of events which have be- 
fallen me since the conclusion of my last letter 
to my dear Alan Fairford, dated, if I mistake 
not, on the 5th day of this still current month 
of August. 
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Upon the night preceding the date of that let- 
ter, I had been present^ for the purpose of an idle 
frolic, at a dancing party at the villi^ of Bro-* 
kenbum, about six miles from Dumfries ; many 
persons must have seen me there, should the fact 
appear of importance sufficient to require inves- 
tigation. I danced, played on the yiolin, and 
tock part in the festivity till about midnight, 
when my servant, Samuel Owen, brought me my 
horses, and I rode back to a small inn called 
Shepherd^sBush, kept by Mrs Nixoi\, which had 
been oocanonally my residence for about a fort- 
night past. I spent the earlier part of the fore* 
noon in writing a letter, which I have already 
mentioned, to you, my dear Alan, and which, I 
think, you must have received in safety. Why 
did I not follow your advice, so often given me ? 
Why did I linger in the neighbourhood of a 
danger, of which a kind voice had warned me ? 
These are now unavailing questions; I was 
blinded by a fatality, and remained, fluttering 
like a moth around the candle, until I ha^e been 
scorched to some purpose. 
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The greater part of the day had passed, and 
time hung heavy on my hands. I ought, perhaps, 
to blush at recollecting what has beenoftenobject- 
ed to me by the dear friend to whom this letter is 
addressed, viz. the facility with which I have, in 
moments of indolence, suffered my motions to be 
fbected by any person who chanced to be near 
me, instead of taking the labour of thinking or 
deciding for mysdf. I had employed for some 
time, as a sort of guide and errand-boy, a boy 
named Benjamin, the son of one widow Coltherd, 
who lives near the Shepherd^s Bush, and I can- 
not but remember that, upon several occasions, 
I had of late suffered him to possess more in- 
flu^ce over my motions, than at all became the 
di£ference of our age and condition. At present, 
he exerted himself to persuade me that it was 
the finest possible sport to see the fish taken out 
from the nets placed in the Solway at the reflux 
of the tide, and urged my going thither tiiis 
evening so much, that^ looking back on the whole 
circumstances, I cannot but think he had some 
particular motive for his conduct. These par- 
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ticulars I have meQtioned, that if these papers fall 
into friendly hands, the boy may be sought after 
and submitted to examination. 

His eloquence being unable to persuade m^ 
that I should take any pleasure in seeing the 
fruitless struggles of the fish when left in the 
nets and deserted by the tide, he artfully sug- 
gested, that Mr and Miss Geddes, a respectable 
Quaker family well known in the neighbour- 
hood, and with whom I had contracted habits of 
intimacy, would pos»bIy be offended if I did not 
make them an early visit. Both, he said, had been 
particularly inquiring the reasons of my leaving 
their house rather suddenly on the previous dfty* 
I resolved, therefore, to walk up to Mount Sha- 
ron and make my apolo^es ; and I agr^^ed to per- 
mit the boy to attend upon me, and wait my re- 
turn from the house, that I might fish on my 
way homeward to Shepherd's Bush, for winch 
amusement, he assured me, I would find the 
evening most favourable. I mention this mi- 
nute circumstance, because I strongly suspect 
that this boy had a presentiment how the even- 
ing was to terminate with me, and entertain- 
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ed the selfish though childish wish of securing 
to himself an angling-rod which he had often 
admired, as a part of my spoils. I may do the 
boy wrong, but I had before remarked in him 
the peculiar art of pursuing the trifling objects 
of cupidity proper to his age, with the systema- 
tic address of much riper years. 

When we had commenced our walk, I up- 
braided him with the coolness of the evening, 
considering the season^ the easteriy wind, and 
other circumstances, unfavourable for angling. 
He persisted in his own story, and made a few 
casts, as if to convince me of my error, but 
caught no fish ; and, indeed, as I am now con- 
vinced, was much more intent on watching my 
motions, than on taking any. When I ridiculed 
hitn once more on his fruitless endeavours, he 
answered with a sneermg smile, that ^^ the trouti» 
would not rise, because there was thunder in the 
air ;^ an intimation which, in one sense, I have 
found too true. 

I arrived at Mount Sharon ; was received by 
my friends there with their wonted kindness ; 
and after being a little rallied on my having sud- 
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denly left them on the preceding evening, I 
agreed to make atonement by staying all night, 
and dismissed the lad who attended with my^fish-^ 
ing-rod, to carry that information to Shepherd^s 
Bush. It may be doubted whether he went thi^ 
ther, or in a different direction. 

Betwixt eight and nine o^clock, when it began 
to become dark, we walked on the terrace to enjoy 
the appearance of the firmament, glittering with 
ten million of stars ; to which a slight touch of 
early frost gave tenfold lustre. As we gased on 
this splendid scene, Miss Geddes, I think, was 
the first to point out to our admiration a shoot* 
ing or falling star, which, she s^d, drew a long 
train after it Looking to the part of the hea- 
vens which she pointed out, I distinctly observed 
two successive sky-rockets arise and biust in the 
sky. 

^ These meteors,^ said Mr Geddes, in answer 
to his sister^s observation, <^ are not formed in 
heaven, nor do thfey bode any good to the dwel- 
lers upon earth.** 

As he spoke, I looked to another quarter of 
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the sky^ and a rocket, as if a signal in answer to 
those which had already appeared, rose high from 
the earth, and burst apparently among the stars. 

Mr Geddes seemed very thoughtful for some 
minutes, and then said to his sister, ^^ Rachel, 
though it waxes late, I must go down to the fish- 
ing station, and pass the night in the overseer^s 
room there/' 

" Nay, then," replied the lady, " I am but too 
well assured that the sons of Belial are menacing 
these nets and devices. Joshua, art thou a man 
of peace, and wilt thou willingly and wittingly 
thrust thyself, where thou may'^st be tempted by 
the old man Adam within thee, to enter into de- 
bate and strife ?" 

^^ I am a man of peace, Rachel,^^ answered Mr 
Gkddes ; " even to the utmost extent which our 
friends can demand of humanity ; and neither 
have I ever used, nor, with tlie help of God, will 
I at any future time employ, the arm of flesh to 
repel or to revenge injuries. But if I can, by 
mild reasons and firm conduct, save those rude 
men from committing a crime, and the property 
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belonging to myself and others from sustaining 
damage, surely I do but the duty of a man and 
a Christian.'^ 

With these words, he ordered his horse in- 
stantly ; and his sister ceasing to argue with him, 
folded her arms upon her bosom, and looked up 
to heaven with a resigned and yet sorrowful 
.countenance. 

These particulars may appear trivial ; but it is 
better, in my present condition, to exert my fa- 
culties in recollecting the past, and in recording 
it, than waste them in vain and anxious anti^pa- 
tions of the future. 

It would have been scarcely proper in me to 
remain in the bouse, from which the master was 
thus suddenly summoned away ; and I therefore 
begged permission to attend him to the fishing 
station, assuring his sister that I would be « 
guarantee for his safety. 

The proposal seemed to give much pleasure to 
Miss Geddes. ^^ Let it be so, brother,^ she said ; 
** and' let the young man have the denre of his 
heart, that there may be a faidiful witness to 
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stand by thee in tfae hour of need, and to report 
how it shall fare with thee.^ 

*^ Nay, Rachel,^ said the wdrthy man, ** thou 
art to blame in this, that to quiet thy apprehen* 
rions on my account, thou shouldst thrust into 
danger — if danger it shall prove to be— 4his 
youth, our guest ; for whom, doubtless, in case of 
. mishap, as many hearts will be sore as may be af- 
flicted on our account.^ 

<^ No, my good friend,^ said I, taking Mr 
Geddes'*s hainds, <^ I am not so happy as you sup. 
pose me. Were my span to be concluded this 
evening, few would so much as know that such 
a being had existed for twenty years on the fiiee 
of the earth ; and of these few, only one would 
sincerely regret me* Do not, therefore, refuse 
me the privilege of attending you ; andof shew- 
ing, by so trifling an act of kindness, that if I 
have few friends, I am at least desirous to serve 
them.** 

<< Thou art a kind heart, I warrant thee,"^ said 
Joshua Geddes, returning the pressure of my 
hand. ^* Rachel, the young man shall go with 
me. Why should he not face danger, in order 
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to do justice and preserve peace ? There is that 
within me,^ he added, looking upwards, and with 
a pasang enthusiasm which I had not before ob- 
served, and which perhaps rather belonged to the 
sect than to his own personal character*— ^^ I say, 
I have that within which assures me, that though 
the ungodly may rage even like the storm of the 
ocean, they shall not have freedom to prevail 
against us.^ 

Having spoken thus, Mr Geddes appointed 
a pony to be saddled for my use ; and having 
taken a basket with some provisions, and a ser« 
vant to carry back the horses, for which there 
was ne accommodation at the fishing station, we 
set ofi about nine o^clock at night, and after three 
quarters of an hour^s riding, arrived at our place 
of destination. 

The station consists, or then consisted, of huts 
for four or five fishermen, a cooperage and sheds, 
and a better sort of cottage, at which the super- 
intendant readed. We gave our horses to the 
servant, to be carried back to Mount Sharon ; my 
c(»npanion expressing himself humanely anxious 
for their safety— and knocked at the door of the 
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house. At first we only heard a barking of dogs ; 
but these animals became quiet on snuflSng be- 
neath the door, and acknowled^ng the presence 
of friends. A hoarse voice then demanded, in ra* 
ther unfriendly accents,who we were, and what we 
wanted ; and it was not until Joshua named him- 
self, and called upon his superintendant to open^ 
that the latter appeared at the door of the hut, 
attended by three large dogs of the Newfound- 
land breed. He had a flambeau in his hand, and 
two large heavy ship-pistols stuck into his belt 
He was a stout, elderly man, who had been a 
sailor, as I learned, during the earlier part of his 
life, and was now much confided in by the Fish- 
ing Company, whose concerns he directed under 
the orders of Mr Geddes. ^ 

^< Thou didst not expect me to-night, friend 
Davies P^ said my friend to the old man, who was 
arran^ng seats for us by the fire. 

<^ No, Master Geddes,^ answered he, << I did 
not expect you, nor, to speak the truth, did I 
wish for you either.'' 

^^ These are plain terms, John Davies,^ an- 
swered Mr Greddes. 
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f 

<< Ay^ ay^ dr^ I know yoor wonbip loves no 
holiday speedicfl.^ '' 

. ^< Tbottdoat guess, I suppose, what brings lis 
here so hto» John Davies ?^ sdd Mr Oeddes. 

. « I do suppose, sir,^ answered the superintend- 
snt, ^ that it was because these d«*^ smuggling 
wreckers on the coast are riiewing dielr lighte to 
gather their farces, as they did the night before 
they beoke down the danudike and wears up die 
country ; but if that same be the case, I wish oKoe 
more you had staid away, for your woidiip carries 
no fighting tackle aboard, I think ; and there iriU 
be work for such ere morning, your worship.^ 

** WonUp is due to Heaven only, John Da^ 
vies,"" sud Geddes. << I have often desired thee 
to desist from using that {dnrase to me.^ 

^* I won't, then,"* said John ; '< no offence 
meant: But how the devil can a man stdnd {nek- 
ing his words, when he is just going to come to 
blows ?^ 

*< I hope not, John Davies,^ said Joshua Ged- 
des* << Call in the rest of the men, that I may 
give them their instmetions.*' 
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<< I may cry till Dooma-day, Mr Geddes^ ere 
a soul answers— the cowardly lubbers have all 
made sail— the cooper, and all the rest of them, 
so. soon as they heard the enemy were at sea. 
They have all taken to the long-boat, and left the 
ship among the breakers, except little Phil and 
myself-^^they have, by — ^ 
. ^^ Swear not at all, John Davies— thou art an 
honest man ; and I believe, without an oath, that 
thy comrades love their own bones better than 
my goods and dbtattels.— And so thou hast no 
assistance but ]ittle Phil agunst a hundred men 
or two ?" 

" Why, there are the dogs, your honour 
knows, Neptune and Thetis — and the puppy may 
do something ; and then though your worship-— 
I beg pardon— though your honour be no great 
fighter, this young gentleman may bear a hand.^ 

^^ Ay, and I see you are provided with arms,"^ 
said Mr Geddes ; " let me see them.'' 

^^ Ay, ay, idr ; here be a pair of buffers will 
bite as well as bark— these will make sure of two 
rogues at least. It would be a shame to strike 
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without firing a shot-^Take care, your honour ; 
they are double^hotted/^ 

^^ Ay, John Dayies, I will take care of them,^ 
throwing the pistols into a tub of water beside 
him ; <^ and I wish I could render the whole ge- 
neration of them useleiss at the same moment^ 

A deep shade of displeasure passed over John 
Da^ies^s weather-beaten countenance. ^^ Belike 
your honour is going to take the command your- 
self then r he said, after a pause. << Why, I can 
be of little use now ; and since your worship, or 
your honour, or whatever you are, means to strike 
quietly, I believe you will do it better without 
me than with me, for I am like enough to make 
misdiief, I admit ; but Til never leave my post 
without orders.^ 

^^ Then you have mine, John Davies, to go to 
Mount Sharon directly, and take the boy Phil 
with you. Where is he ?'' 

^* He is on the outlook fi>r these scums of the 
earth,^ answered Davies ; *^ but it is to no pur- 
pose to know when they come, if we are not to 
stand to our weapons.^^ 
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^ We will use none but those of sense and rea* 
son.'* 

<* And you may just as well cast chaff against 
the wind, as speak truth and reason to the like of 
them.'' 

'< Well, wdl, be it so,'' said Joshua ; ^< and 
now, John Davies, I know thou art what the 
world calls a brave fellow, and I have ever found 
thee an honest one. And now I command you 
to go to Mount Sharon, and let Phil lie on the 
bank-side^-see the poor boy hath a sea-cloak 
though — and watch what happens here, and let 
him bring you the news ; and if any violence 
shall be offered to the {Hx>perty there, I trust to 
yoiur fidelity to carry my raster to Dumfries, to 
the house of our friends the Corsacks, and inform 
the civil authcvities of what mischief hath be- 
fallen." 

The old seaman paused a moment ^^ It is 
hard lines for me," he said, << to leave your ho- 
nour in tribulation ; and yet, staying here, I am 
only like to make bad worse ; and your honour's 
sister, Miss Rachel, must be looked to, that's 
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certain ; for if the rogues once get th^ hand to 
mischiefy they will come to Mount Sharon after 
they have wasted and destroyed this here snug 
little road-stead, wh^re I thought to ride at an« 
chor for life.'^ 

<< Right, nght, John Davies,^ said Joshua 
Geddes ; '' and best call the dogs with you.^ 

" Ay, ay, sir,'' said the veteran, •* for they are 
something of my nund, and would not keep quiet 
if they saw mischief dcing ; so maybe they might 
come to mischief, poor dumb creatures. So God 
Uess your honour—* I mean your worship—I 
cannot bring my mouth to say fare you weIL«-* 
Heie, Neptune, Thetis ; come, dogs, come.^ 

So saying, and with a very cresUfallen couiw 
tenance, John Davies left the hut. 

^< Now there goes one of the best and most 
faithful creatures that ever was bom,'' sud Mr 
Geddes, as the superintendant shut the door of 
the cottage. <^ Nature made him with a heart 
that would not have suffered him to harm a fly ; 
but thou seest, friend Latimer, that as men arm 
their bulUdogs with spiked collars, and their 
game-cocks with steel spurs, to aid them in fight, 
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SO they corrupt, by education, the best and mild- 
est natures, untU fortitude and spirit become 
stubbornness and ferodty. Believe me, friend 
Latimer, I would as soon expose my futhful 
household dog to a vain combat with a herd of 
wolves, as yon trusty creature to the violoice of 
the enraged multitude. But I need say little on 
this subject to thee, friend Latimer, who, I doubt 
not, art trmned to believe that courage is dis- 
played and honoiur attained, not by doing and 
suffering, as becomes a man, that which fate 
calls us to suffer, and justice commands us to do, 
but because thou art ready to retort violence for 
violence, and considerest the lightest insult as a 
sufficient cause for the spilling of blood, nay, the 
taking of life. — But, leaving these points of con- 
troversy to a more fit season, let us see what our 
basket of provision contains ; for in truth, friend 
Latimer, I am one of those whom neither fear 
nor anxiety deprive of their ordinary appetite.*^ 
We found the means of good cheer according- 
ly, which Mr GMdes seemed to enjoy as much 
as if it had been eaten in a situation of perfect 
safety ; nay, his conversation appeared to be ra- 
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ther more gay than on ordinaiy qccaaions. Af- 
ter eating our supper we left the hut together, 
and walked for a few mmutes on the banks of 
the sea. It was high water, and the ebb had not^ 
yet commenced. The moon shone broad and 
bright upon the placid face of the Solway Frith, 
and shewed a slight ripple upon the stakes, the 
tops of which were just visible above the waves, 
and on the dark-coloured buoys which marked 
the upper edge of the enclosure of nets. At a 
much greater distance,— for the estuary is here 
very wide,— the line of the English coast was seen 
on the verge of the water, resembling one of 
those fog-banks on which mariners are said to 
gaze, uncertain whether it be land or atmosphe- 
rical delusion. 

<< We shall be undisturbed for some hours,^ 
said Mr Geddes; ^^ they will not come down 
upon us till the state of the tide permits them to 
destroy the tide-nets. Is it not strange to think 
that human passions will so soon transform such 
a tranquil scene as this, into a scene of devasta- 
tion and conf uaon ?^ 

It was indeed a scene of exquisite stillness ; so 
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much 8o» that the lesUcss wares of the Solway 
Bfiemed, if not abaolutely to deep^ at least to 
slumber s-*^n the shore no night-bird was heard 
-»«4he cock had not sung his first matins^ and 
we ouraelTes walked more lightly than by day, 
as if to suit die sound of ouc own paces to the 
aerene tranquillity arcnind u& At length, the 
plaintiye cry of a dog broke the silence, and on 
our return to the cottage, we found that the 
younger of the three animals whidh had gone 
along with John Davies, unaccustomed, periiaps, 
to cbstant journeys, and the duty of following to 
heel, had strayed from the party, and, unaUe 
to rejcan them, had wandered back to the place 
of itslurth. 

^< Another feeble addition to our feeble gar* 
rison,^ said Mr G^des, as he caressed the dog, 
and admitted it into the cottage. ^< Poor thing ! 
as thou art incapable cif doing any mischirf, I 
hope thou wilt sustain none. At least thou 
mayst do us the good service of a sentinel, and 
permit us to enjoy a quiet repose, under the cer* 
tainty that thou wilt alarm us when the enemy 
is at hand.^ 
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There were two beds in the superintoidaiif s 
room, upon which we threw ourselves. Mr 
Geddes, with his happy equanimity of temper, 
was asleep in the first five minutes. I lay for 
some time in doubtful and anxious thoughts, 
watching the fire and the motions of the restless 
dog, which, disturbed probaUy at the absence 
of John Davies, wandered from the hearth to 
the door and back again, then came to the bedr 
side and licked my hands and face, and at length, 
experiencing no r^ulse to its advances, establish- 
ed itself at my feet, and went to deej^ an ex- 
ample which I soon afterwards followed. 

The rage of narration, my dear Alan-^for I 
will never relinquish the hope that what I am 
writing may one day reach your hands— has 
not forsaken me, even in my confinement, and 
the extensive though unimportant details into 
whidi I have been hurried, renders it necessary 
that I commence another sheet. Fortunately, 
my pigmy characters comprehend a great many 
words within a small space of paper. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

BABSIE LATIMEE^S JOUBNAI., IN CONTINUATION. 

The morning was dawning^ and Mr Ckddes 
and I myself were still sleeping soundly^ when 
the alarm was given by my canine bed-fellow, 
who first growled deeply at intervals, and at 
length bore more decided testimony to the ap- 
proach of some enemy. I opened the door of the 
cottage, and perceived, at the distance of about 
two hundred yards, a small but close column of 
men, which I would have taken for a dark hedge, 
but that I could perceive it was advancing ra- 
pidly and in silence. 

The dog flew towards them, but instantly ran 
howling back to me, having probably been chas- 
tised by a stick or d stone. Uncertain as to the 



Digitized by 



Google 



JOURNAL. CHAP. IV. 75 

plan of tactics or of treaty which Mr Geddes might 
think proper to adopt, I was about to retire into 
the cottage, when he suddenly joined me at the 
door, and slipping his arm through mine, said, 
<* Let us go to meet them manfully; we have 
done nothing to be ashamed of.— Friends,^ he 
said, raising hb voice as we approached them, 
^' who and what are you, and with what purpose 
are you here on my property ?^ 

A loud cheer was the answer returned, and a 
brace of fiddlers who occupied the front of the 
march immediately struck up the insulting air, 
the words of which begin, 

<( Merrily danced the Quaker's wife, 
And merrily danced the Quaker." 

Even at that moment of alarm, I think I re- 
cognized the tones of the blind fiddler. Will, 
known by the name of Wandering Willie, from 
his itinerant habits. They continued to advance 
swiftly and in great order, in their front 

*^ The fiery fiddlers playing martial airs ;" 
when, coming close up to us, they surrounded 
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US by a ungle movement, and there was an uni* 
versal cry, <^ Whoop, Quaker— whoop, Quaker 
—-here have we them both, the wet Quaker and 
the dry one.'' 

<< Hang up the wet Quaker to dry, and wet 
the dry one with a duckuig,'' answered another 
voice. 

*^ Where is the sea-otter, John Davies, that 
destroyed more fish than any sealch upon Ailsay 
CrjEiig ?'^ exclaimed a third voice. ^^ I have an 
old crow to pluck with him, and a pock to put 
the feathers in.'' 

We stood perfectly passive ; for, to have at- 
tempted resistance against more than a hundred 
men, armed with guns, fish-spears, iron-crows, 
spades, and bludgeons, would have been an 
act of utter insanity. Mr Greddes, with his strong 
sonorous voice, answered the questkm about the 
superintendant, in a manner, the manly indiffe- 
rence of which compelled them to attend to him. 

" John Davies," he said, " will, I trust, soaa 
be at Dumfrie s . " 

" To fetch down red-coats and dragoons 
against us, you canting old villain !^' 



Digitized by 



Google 



JOUEKAL. CHAP. IV. 77 

A blow was, at the same time, levelled at my 
friend, which I parried by interposing the stick 
I had in my hand. I was instantly struck down, 
and have a faint recollection of hearing some 
crying) << Kill the young spy,^ and others, as I 
thought, interpo^ng on my behalf. But a se- 
cond blow on the head, received in the scnffle, soon 
deprived me of sense and consciousness, and threw 
me into a state of insensibility, from which I did 
not recover immediately. When I did come to 
myself, I was lying on the bed from which I had 
just risen before the fray, and my poor compa- 
nion, the Newfoundland puppy, its courage 
entirely cowed by the tumult of the riot, had 
crept as close to me as it could, and lay trem- 
bling and whining, as if under the most dread* 
ful terror. I doubted at first whether I had not 
dreamed of the tumult, until, as I attempted to 
rise, a feeling of pain and dizziness assured me 
that the injury I had sustidned was but too real. 
I gathered ti^ether my senses— listened-Hmd 
heard at a distance the shouts of the rioters, 
busy, doubtless, in their work of devastation. I 
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made a second effort to rise, or at least to turn 
myself, for I lay with my face to the wall of the 
cottage, but I found that my limbs were secured, 
and my motions effectually prevented— iiot in- 
deed by cords, but by linen or doth swathed 
around my ankles, and securing my arms to my 
sides. Aware of my utterly captive condition, I 
groaned betwixt bodily pain and mental dis- 
tress. 

A voice by my bedside whispered, in a whining 
tone, ^^ Whisht a-ye, Innnie— whisht a-ye ; baud 
your tongue, like a gude bairn-— ye have cost 
us dear aneugh already. My hinnie^s clean gane 
now.^ 

Knowing, as I thought, the phraseology of 
the wife of the itinerant musician, I asked her 
where her husband was, and whether he had been 
hurt 

<^ Broken,^ answered the dame, ^' all broken 
to pieces ; fit for nought but to be made spunks 
of— the best blood that was in Scotland.^^ 

<< Broken ?— blood ? — ^is your husband wound- 
ed ? has there been bloodshed— broken limbs ?^^ 

12 
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<< Broken limbs ?-— I wish,^ answered the bel- 
dame,. *' that my hinoie had broken the best bane 
in his body, before he had broken his fiddle, 
that was the best blood in Scotland— -it was a 
cremony, for aught that I ken.^ 

<« Pshaw— only his fiddle P" 

^^ I dinna ken what waur your honour could 
have wished him to do, unless he had broken his 
neck ; and this is muckk the same to my l^innie 
Willie,, and me. Chaw, indeed ! It is easy to 
say. chaWy but wha is to gie.us onything to chaw ? 
-—the breadwinner^s gane, and we may e^en sit 
down and starve.^ 

^* No, no,** I said, " I will pay you for twen- 
ty such fiddles.**^ 

*^ Twenty such ! is that a" ye ken about it ? 
the country hadna the like o^t But if your ho- 
nour were to pay us, as nae doubt wad be to 
your credit here and hereafter, where are ye to 
get the siller ?'' 

<^ I have enough of money,^ said I, attempt, 
ing to reach my hand towards my side-pocket ; 
<< unloose these bandages, and I will pay you on 
the spot.'' 
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This hint appeared to more her, and she was 
approaching the bed-ode, as I hoped, to Kberate 
me from my bonds, when a nearer and more 
desperate shout was heard, as if the rioters were 
close by the hut, 

<< I dauma — I dauma,^ said the poor woman, 
^^ they would murder me and my hinnie WilUe 
baith, and they have misguided us enough al« 
ready ;--^ut if there is anything worldly I could 
do for your honour, leave out loosing ye ?^ 

What she said recalled me to my bodily suffi^^r* 
ing. Agitaticm, and the eiBPects of the usaj^e I 
had received, had produced a burning thirst I 
adsed for a drink of water. 

<^ Heaven Almighty forbid that Epps Ainslie 
diould gie ony sick gentleman cauld welU water, 
and him in a fever. Na, na, hinny, let me alane, 
ril do better for ye than the like of that.^ 

" Give me what you wUl,'' I replied ; " let it 
but be liquid and cooL^ 
.. The woman gave me a large horn according* 
ly, filled with spirits and water, which, without 
minute inquiry concerning the nature of its con- 
tents, I drained at a draught. Either the sfMrits 
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takeii iil such A tnannetf acted inore suddenly 
than usual on niy brain, or else ther^ was some 
drug iiiixed with the beverage. I remembet 
little after drinking it off, only that the apjpe^r- 
ance of things around me became indistinct^ that 
the wonian^s form seeiaed to multiply itself, and 
to flit in various figures iiroutid me, bedridg the 
saUie lineaments as she herself did. I remember 
also that the discordant noises and cries of those 
without the cottage seemed to die away in a 
hum Uke that With which a nurse hushes her 
babe. At length I fell into a deep sound sleep, 
or rather, a state of absolute insensibility^ 

I have reason to think this spedes of trance 
lasted for many hoUl^s; indeed, for the whole 
subsequent day and part of the night. It was 
liot uniformly so profound, for my recollection 
of it is chequered with many dreams, all of a 
paduM nature, but too faint and too indistinct 
for recollection. At length the moment of wd^ 
king came, and my sensations were horrible. 

A deep sound, which, in the confusion of my 
^tises, I identified with the cries of the rioters^ 

VOL. ii. F 
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wa3 the first thing of which I was sensible ; next^ 
I becmne consdous that I was cfirried violently 
forward in a carriage, with an unequal motion^ 
which gave me much pain. When I iittempted 
to stretch my hands in order to find some mode 
of securing myself against this spedes of suffer, 
ipg, I foimd I was bound as l^efore, and the 
horrible reality rushed on my mind, that I was 
in the hands of those who had lately committed a 
great outrage on property, and were now about to 
kidnap, if not to murder me. I opened my eyes 
-—it was to no purpose-— all around me was dark, 
for a day had passed over during my captivi^. 
A dispiriting sickness oppressed my head— wy 
heart seemed on fijre, while my feet and hands 
were chilled and benumbed with want of circu- 
lation. It was with the utmost difficulty that I 
at length, and gradually, recovered in a sufficient 
degree the power of observing external sounds 
and circumstances ; and when I did so, they pre^ 
sented nothing consolatory. 

Groping with my hand^ as far as the band- 
ages would permit, and receiving the assistance 
of some occasional glances of the moonlight, I be- 



Digitized by 



Google 



JOURNAL. CHAP. IV. ao 

eame aware that the carriage in which I was 
transported was one of the light carts of the 
country, then called tumblers^ and that a little at- 
tention had been paid to my accommodation, as 
I was laid upon some sacks covered with matting, 
and filled with straw. Without these, my con* 
didon would have been still more intolerable, 
for the cart, sinking now on one side, and now 
on the other, sometimes sticking absolutely fast, 
and requiring the utmost exertions of the animal 
which drew it to put it once more in motion, was 
subjected to jolts in all directions, which were 
very severe. At other times the cart rolled silent- 
ly and smoothly over what seemed to be wet sand; 
and, as I heard the distant roar of the tide, I had 
little doubt that we were engaged in passing the 
formidable estuary which divides the two king- 
doms. 

There seemed to be at least five or six people 
about the cart, some on foot, others on horse- 
back; the former lent assistance whenever the 
cart was in danger of upsetting, or sticking fast 
in the quicksand; the others rode before and 
acted as guides, often changing the direction of 
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the vehicle as the precarious state of the passage 
required. 

I addressed myself to the men around the cart) 
and endeavoured to move their compassion. I 
had harmed, I said, no one, and for no action in 
my life had deserved such cruel treatment I 
had no concern whatever in the fishing station 
which had incurred their displeasure, and my 
acquaintance with Mr Geddes was of a very late 
date. Lastly, and as my strongest argument, I 
endeavoured to excite their fears, by informing 
them that my rank in life would not permit me 
to be either murdered or secreted with impuni«- 
ty; and to interest their avarice,* by the pro- 
mises I made them of reward, if they would ef* 
feet my deliverance. I only received a scornful 
laugh in reply to my tlireats ; my promises might 
have done more, for the fellows were whispering 
together as if in hesitation, and I began to reite- 
rate and increase my offers, when the voice of one 
of the horsemen, who had suddenly come up^ en- 
joined ^ence to the men on foot, and, approach- 
ing the side of the cart^ said to me, with a strong 
and determined voice, " Young man, there is no 
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personal harm designed to you. If you remain si- 
lent and quiet, you may reckon on good treat- 
ment ; but if you endeavour to tamper with these 
men in the execution of their duty, I will take 
such measures for silencing you, as you shall re* 
member the longest day you have to live.'" 

I thought I knew the voice which uttered these 
threats ; but, in such a situation, my perceptions 
could not be supposed to be perfectly accurate. 
I was contented to reply, " Whoever you are 
that speak to me, I entreat the benefit of the 
meanest prisoner, who is not to be subjected le- 
gally to greater hardship than is necessary for 
the restraint of his person. I entreat that these 
bonds, which hurt me so cruelly, may be slack- 
ened at least, if not removed altogether.^^ 

^< I will slacken the belts,^ answered the for- 
mer speaker ; ^^ nay, I will altogether remove 
them, and allow you to pursue your journey in a 
more convenient manner, providing you will give 
me your word of honour that you will not attempt 
an escape.^ 

*^ Never r I answered, with an energy pt 
which despair alone could have rendered me ca^ 
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pable— '^^ I will never submit to loss of freed(»ii 
a moment longer than I am subjected to it by 
force.'* 

<< Enough^^ he replied ; ^^ the sentiment is na^ 
tural ; but do not on your side oomplaiQ that I^ 
who am carrying on an important undertaking, 
use the only means in my power for ensuring 
it success.^ 

I entreated to know what it was designed to 
do with me ; but my conductor, in a voice of me- 
nacing authority, derired me to be silent on my 
peril ; and my strength and spirits were too much 
exhausted to permit my continuing a dialogue so 
angular, even if I could have promised myself 
any good result by doing so* 

It is proper here to add, that, from my recol- 
lections at the time, and from what has since 
taken place, I have the strongest possible belief 
that the man with whom I held this expostula- 
tion, was the singular person residing at Broken* 
bum, in Dumfries-shire, and called by the fishers 
of that hamlet, the Laird of the Solway Lochs. 
The cause for his inveterate persecution I can- 
not pretend even to guess at. 
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Ih the meantime, the cart was dragged heavily 
and wearily on, until the nearer roar of the ad- 
vancing tide (nccited the apptehension of another 
danger. I could not mistake the sound, which I 
had heard upon another occasion, when it was 
only the speed of a fieet horse which saved me 
from perishing in the quicksands. Thou, my 
dear Alan, canst hot but remember the former 
drcutnstances ; ahd now, wonderful contrast! 
the very man, to the best of my belief, who then 
saved me from peril, was the leader of the lawless 
band who had deprived me of my liberty. I con- 
jectured that the danger grew imminent ; for I 
heard some words and circumstances which made 
me aware that a rider hastily fastened his own 
horse to the shafts of the cart, in order to assist 
the ejchausted animal which drew it, and the ve- 
hicle was now pulled forward at a faster pace, 
which the horses were urged to maintain by blows 
and curses. The men, however, were inhabitants 
of the neighbourhood ; and I had strong per. 
ifibnal i*easbn to believe, that one of them^ at leasts 
was perfectly acquainted with all the depths and 
shdlows of the perilous paths in which we were 
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engaged. But they were in peTSonal danger 
themselves ; and if ao, as, from the whispering 
and e;jEertion8 to push on with the cart, wa9 
much to be apprehepded, there was little doubt 
that I would be left behind as ap useless in^ 
Qumbrance, and that while I was in a coudi* 
tiou which rendered every chance of escape im-* 
practicable. These were awful apprehensions ; 
but it pleased Providence to increase them to a 
poUit which my brain was scarcely able to en^ 
dur^» 

As we approached very near to a black line^i 
which) dimly visible as it was, I could make out 
to be the shore, we heard two or three sounds, 
which appeared to be the report of fire armau 
Immediately all was bustle among our party to 
get forward. Presently a feUow galloped up 
to us, crying out, ^^ Ware hawk ! ware hawk j 
the land sharks are out from Burgh, and Allon^ 
by Tom will lose hi9 cargo if you do not bear ^ 
hand.'' 

Most of my company seemed to make hastily 
for the shore on receiving this intelligence. A 
driver wi^s left with the cart; but at length. 
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wfaeD, after repeated and hair*.breadth escapes, it 
actually stuck fast in a slough or quicksand, the 
fellow, with an oath, cut the harness, and, as I 
presume, departed with the horses, whose feet I 
heard splashing over the wet sand, and through 
the shaUows, as he galloped off. 

The dropping sound of fire arms was still coi^ 
linued, but lost almost entirely in the thunder of 
the advancing surge. By a desperate effort I 
raised myself in the cart, and attained a sitting 
posture, which served only to shew me the exr 
tent of my danger. There lay my native land-^ 
my own l^nglandp-^the land where I was bom, 
and to which my wishes, since my earliest age, 
had turned with all the prejudices of national 
feeling—there it lay, within a furlong of the place 
where I yet was ; that furlong, which an infant 
would have raced over in a minute^was yet a bar.- 
rier ei^tual to divide me for ever from England 
and from life. I soon not only heard the roar of 
this dreadful torrent, but saw, by the fitful moon- 
light, the foamy crests of the devouring waves, as 
they advanced with the speed and fury of « pack 
of hungry wolves, 
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Tlie ocNHckmaieK that the digbtest wmj of 
liope^ or poircr of sCraggiiiig) was not left me, 
quite overcame the ooDStancjwludi I had luther- 
to maintainfd. My eyes began to swim— my 
head greir pddy and mad with fear— I diatter- 
ed and howled to the howling and roaring sea. 
One or two great waves already readied the cart, 
when the conductor ef the party whom I have 
mentioned so often^ was, as if by magic^ at my 
dde. He sprang from his horse into the cart, cot 
Ae ligatures which restrained me, and hade me 
get up and mount in the fiend's name 

Seeing I was incapable of obeying, he seised 
me^ as if I had been a child of rix months dd, 
threw me across the horse, sprung on behind, 
supporting me with one hand, ifhile he directed 
the horse with the othen In my helpless and 
painful posture, I was unconscious of the degree 
of danger which we incurred ; but I believe at 
one time the horse was swimming, or nearly so ; 
and that it was with difficulty that my stem atid 
powerful assistant kept my head above water. I 
remember particularly the shock which I felt 
when the animal, endeavouring to gain the bank,' 
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reared, and very nearly fell back on his burthen. 
The time during which I continued in this dread- 
ful condition did not probably exceed two or 
three minutes, yet so strongly were they marked 
with horror and agony, that they seem to my re- 
collection a much more considerable space of 
time. 

When I had been thus snatched from destruc 
tion, I had only power to say to my protector,-— 
or oppressor,— for he merited dther name at my 
hand, ^* You do not, then, design to murder 
me?^ 

He laughed as he replied, but it was a sort of 
laughter which I scarce desire to hear again. 
** Else you think I had let the waves do the work ? 
But remember, the shepherd saves his sheep from 
the torrent^s it to preserve its life ?-*-Be silent, 
however, with questions or entreaties. What I 
mean to do, thou canst no more discover or pre« 
vent, than a man, with his bare palm, can scoop 
dr^ the Solway.'* 

I was too much exhausted to continue the ar- 
gument ; and still numbed and torpid in all my 
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limbs, permitted myself without reluctance to be 
placed on a horse brought for the purpose. My 
formidable conductor rode on the one idde, and 
another person on the other, keeping me upright 
in the saddle. In this manner we travelled for- 
ward at a considerable rate, and by by-roads, 
with which my attendant seemed as familiar as 
with the perilous passages of the Solway. 

At length, after stumbling through a labyrinth 
of dark and deep lanes, and crossing more than 
one rough and barren heath, we found ourselves 
on the edge of a high road, where a chaise and 
four awaited, as it seemed, our arrival. To my 
great relief we now changed our mode of convey- 
ance ; for my dizziness and headache had return- 
ed in so strong a degree, that I should otherwise 
have been totally unable to keep my seat on horse** 
back, even vrith the support which I received. 

My doubted and dangerous companion signed 
to me to enter the car]iage-*-the man who had 
ridden on the left side of my horse stepped in 
after me, and drawing up the blinds pf the ve- 
hicle, g£^ve the signed for instant departure 
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I had obtained a glimpse of the oountenanoe 
of my new companion, as by the aid of a dark 
lantern the drivers opened the carriage door, and 
I was well nigh persuaded that I recognized in 
him the domestic of the leader of this party whom 
I had seen at his house in Brokenbum on a for-- 
mer occasion. To ascertmn the truth of my sus- 
picion, I asked him whether his name was not 
Cristal Nixon« 

" What is other folk^s names to you,^ he re*, 
plied, gruffly, *' who cannot tell your own father 
and mother ?^ 

^^ You know them, perhaps ¥^ I exclaimed 
eagerly. '< You know them ! and with that se- 
cret is connected the treatment which I am now 
receiving. It must be so, for in my life have I 
never injured any one. Tell me the cause of 
my misfortunes, or rather, help me to my liber^* 
ty, and I will reward you richly ,** 

** Ay, ay," replied my keeper ; ** but what 
use to give you liberty, who know nothing how 
to use it Uke a gentleman, but spend your time 
with Quakers and fiddlers, and such like raffP 
If I was your-^hem, hem, hem." 
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Here Cristal stopped short, just on the point, 
as it appeared, when some information was like- 
ly to escape him. I urged him once more to be 
my friend, and promised him all the stock of 
money which I had about me, and it was not in. 
consida*ahle, if he would asedst in my escape. 

fie listened, as if to a proposition which had 
some interest, and replied, but in a voice rather 
softer than before, <^ Ay, but men do not catch 
old birds with chaflT, my master. Where have 
you got the rhino you are so flush of ?^ 

** I will give you earnest directly, and that in 
bank-notes,^ said I ; but thrusting my hand in- 
to my side-pocket, I found my pocket-book was 
gone. I would have persuaded myself that it was 
only the numbness of my hands which prevent- 
ed my finding it ; but Cristal Nixon, who bears 
in his countenance that cjrnicism which is espe* 
dally entertained with human misery, no longer 
suppressed his laughter. 

*' Oh, ho ! my young master,'' he said ; ** we 
have taken good enough care you have not kept 
the means of bribing poor folk's fidelity. Whal, 
man, they have souls as well as other people, 
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acid to make them break trust is a deadly sin. 
And as for me, young gentleman, if you would 
fill Saint Maiy's Eirk with gold, Cristal Nixon 
would mind them no more than so many chucky- 
stones.^ 

I would have perdsted, were it but in hopes 
of his letting drop that which it concerned me to 
know, but he cut off further communication, by 
desiring me to lean back in the comer and go to 
sleep. 

*^ Thou art cock-brained enough already,^ he 
added, '^ and we shall have thy young pate ad- 
dled entirely, if you do not take some natural 
rest'' 

I did indeed require repose, if not slumber; 
the. draught which I had taken continued to 
operate, and satisfied in my own mind that no 
attempt on my life was designed, the fear of in. 
stant death no longer combated the torpor which 
crept over me— -I slept, and slept soundly, but 
still without refreshment. 

When I awoke^ I found myself extremely in- 
disposed; images of the past, and anticipations 
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of the future, floated confusedly through my 
brain. I perceived, however, that my situatiou 
was changed, greatly for the betteh I Was in a 
good bed^ with the curtains drawn round it ; I 
heard the lowered voice, and cautious step of at* 
tendants, who seemed to respect my repose t it 
seemed as if I was in the hands'either of friends^ 
or of such as meant me no personal hatm. 

I can give but an indistinct account of two oi* 
three broken and feverish days which succeeded^ 
but if they were chequered with dreams and vi« 
sions of terror, other and more agreeable objects 
were also sometimes presented. Alan Fairford 
will understand me when I say, I am convinced I 
saw G. M. during this interval of oblivion. I 
had medical attendance, and was bled more than 
once. I also remember a painful operation per- 
formed on my head, where I had received a se« 
vere blow on the night of the riot My hair Was 
cut short, and the bone of the skull examined, to 
discover if the cranium had received any injury. 

On seeing the physician, it Would hate been 
natural to have appealed to him on the subject 
s 
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of my confinement, and I remember more th&n 
once attempting to do so. But the fever lay like 
a spell upon my tongue, and when I would have 
implored the doctor'^s assistance, I rambled from 
the subject, and spoke I know not what — non- 
sense. Some power, which I was unable to re- 
sist, seemed to impel me into a different course 
of conversation from what I intended, and thdugh 
conscious, in some degree, of the failure, I could 
not mend it ; and resolved, therefore, to be pa* 
tient, undl my capacity of steady thought and 
expression was restored to me with my ordinary 
health, which had sustained a severe shock from 
the vidssitudes to whiich I had been exposed. 
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CHAPTER V. 

DARSrE LATIMER'^S JOURNAL^ IN CONTINUATIOKi 

Two or three daya, perhaps more, perhaps 
less, had been spent in bed, where I was carefuU 
ly attended, and treated, I believe, with as much 
judgment as the case required, and I was at 
length allowed to quit my bed, though not the 
chamber. I was now more able to make some 
observation on the place of my confinement. 

The room, in appearance and furniture, re^ 
sembled the best apartment in a farmer^s house ; 
and the window, two stories high, looked into a 
back*yard, or court, filled with domestic poul- 
try. There were the usual domestic offices 
about this yard. I could distinguish the brew- 
house and the barn, and I heard, from a more 
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iremote buildings the lowing of the cattle, and 
other tutal sounds, announcing a large and welU 
fitocked farm. These were sights and sounds 
qualified to dispel any apprehelunon of imme- 
diate violence. Yet the building seemed at^eient 
and strong, a part of the roof was battlemented, 
and the walls were of great thickness ; lastly, t 
observed, with sdme unpleasant sensations, that 
the windows of my apartment had been lately se^ 
cured with iron stancheons^ and that the servants 
who brought me victuals, or visited my aparU 
hient to render other menial offices, always locked 
the door when they retired^ 

^he comfort and cleanliiiess of my ctiamber 
Were of true JBngrlish growth, alld such as I had 
never seen on the other side of the Tweed ; the 
very old Wainscot, which composed the floor and 
the pannelling of the room, was scrubbed with a 
degree of labour which the Scotch housewife 
hardly bestows on her most costly furniture. 

The whole apartment appropriated to my use 
consisted of the bed-room, a small parlour ad-^ 
jacent, within which was a still smaller closet, 
having a narrow window, which seemed anoient« 
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ly to have be^i used as a shot-hole, admitting, 
indeed, a very modeiate portion of light and 
air, but without its h»ng possible to see any- 
thing from it except the blue sky, and that only 
by mounting on a chair. There were appear- 
ances of a separate entrance into this cabinet, 
besides that which communicated with the pax* 
lour, but it had been recently built up, aa I dis- 
covered, by i^moving a (nece of tapestry which 
covered the fresh masoiuworic. I found some of 
my clothes here, with Hnen and other articles, as 
well as my writing-boK, ccmtuning pen, ink, and 
paper, which enables me, at my leisure, (whidi, 
Grod knows, is undisturbed enough,) to make this 
record of my confinement. It may be well be- 
lieved, however, that I do not trust to the secu- 
rity of the bureau, but carry the written sheets 
about my person, so that I candnly be deprived 
of them by actual violeiice. I also am cautious 
to write in the little cabinet only, so that I can 
hear any person approach me through the otiier 
apartments, and have time enough to put aside 
my j6umal before they come upon me. 

The servants, a stout country-fellow, and a 
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very pretty milkmaid-lookiiig kss, by whom I 
am attended, seem of the true Joan and Hodge 
school, thinking of little, and desiring nothing be- 
yond the yery limited sphere of their own duties 
or enjoyments, and having no curiosity whatever 
about the affairs of others. Their behaviour to 
me in particular, is, at the same time, very kind 
and very provoking. My table is abundantly 
supplied, and they seem anxious to comply with 
my taste in that department. But whenever I 
make inquiries beyond <^ what^s for dinner,^ the 
brute of a lad baffles me by his anariy and his 
dmma hnmo^ and if hard pressed, turns his 
back on me composedly and leaves the room. 
The girl, too, pretends to be as simple as he ; 
but an arch grin, which she cannot always 
suppress, seems to acknowledge that she un- 
derstands perfectly well the game which she 
is playing, and is determined to keep me in ig- 
norance. Both of them, and the wench in par- 
ticular, treat me as they would do a spoiled 
child, and never directly refuse me anything 
which I ask, taking care, at the same time, not to 
make their words good by effectually granting my 
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request^ Thus, if I des^e to go out, I am pro« 
mised by Dorcas that I shall ivalk in th? park a% 
pigfat and see the cows milked, just as she would 
propose such an amusement to a child. But she 
take$ iwe wv^x tp keep fcer vord, if it is in b^r 
power to do so, 

Jp the mewtime> there has stolen on me insen* 
sibly an indifference to mj freedom— <-a careless. 
nes9 4boqt my situation, for which I am unaUe 
to account, unless it be the consequence of weak^ 
ness and loss of blood, I have read of men who, 
immnred a^ I am, have surpnsed the world by 
the address with which they h^ve successfully 
Qvercome th^ most formidable obstacles tp their 
escape ; and when I h^ve heard such anecdotes, 
I have said to myself, that no otic who is pos^ 
sessed pnly of a fragment of freestone, or a rusty 
pail, to grind down rivets and to pick locks, 
having his full leisure to employ in the task, 
need continue the inhabitant of a prison. Yet 
ber^ I sit, day aft^ day, without a single e$^t 
to effect my liberation. 

Yet my inactivity is not the result of despond* 
^pcy, bMt arises, in part at l^ast, from feelings of 
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a very different cast. My story, long a myste- 
rious one, seems now upon the verge of some 
strange developeDaent ; and I feel a solemn impres- 
sion that I ought to wait the course of events, to 
struggle against which is opposing my feeble ef- 
forts against the will of fate. Thou, my Aian, wilt 
treat as timidity this pasdve acquiescence, which 
has sunk down on m^ like a benumbing torpor ; 
but if thou bast remembered by what visions my 
couch was haunted, and dost but think of the 
probability that I am in the vidnity, perhaps un- 
der the same roof with G. M., thou wilt acknow- 
ledge that other feelings than pusillanimity have 
tended in 9oine degr^ to reconcile me to my 
fate. 

Still I own it is unmanly to submit with pa- 
tience to this oppre^ve confinement. My heart 
rises against it, especially when I sit down to re- 
cord my sufferings in this Journal ; and I am de- 
termined, as the first step to my deliverance, to 
have my letters sent to the post-house. 
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I am disappointed. When the girl Doriaid, 
upon whom I had fixed for a messenger, heard 
me talk of sending a letter, she willingly offer- 
ed her services, and teoeiyed the crown which 
I gave her, (for my purse had not taken flight 
with the more Valuable contents of my pocket- 
book,) with a smile which shewed her whole set 
of white teetho 

But when, with the purpose of getting soitte 
intelligence respecting my present place of abode, 
I asked, to which post-town she was to send dr 
carry the letter, a stolid " Anoffi^ shewed me she 
was dther ignorant of the nature of a post-office, 
or that, for the present, she chose to seem so.«— 
^' Simpleton !^ I said, with some sharpness. 

^^ O Lord, sir !^ answered the girl, turning 
pale, which they always do when I shew any 
' sparks of anger,—** Don^t put yourself in a pas- 
sion — l'*ll put the letter in the post.* 

** What ! and not know the name <^ the post- 
town ?* sdid I, out of patience. *• How on earth 
do you propose to manage that 7^ 

" La you there, good master. What need 
you frighten a poor ^rl that is no schollard, ba- 
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ting what she learned at the Charity-School of 
Saint Bees ?"" 

<^ Is Saint Bees far from this place, Dorcas ? — 
Do you send your letters there P*^ said I, in a man- 
ner as insinuating, and yet careless, as I could 
assume. 

^' Saint Bees !-JLa, who but a madman — ^beg- 
ging your honour'*s pardon-^ifs a matter of 
twenty years once fader lired at Saint Bees, 
which is twenty, or forty, or I dunna know not 
how many mibis from this part, to the East,— in 
Northumberland ; and I would not have left 
Saint Bees, but that fader-—*-'' 

« Oh, the devil take your fitther !^ replied I. 

To which she answered, ** Nay, but thof your 
honour be a little how«came-so, you shouldnH 
damn folks' faders ; and I won't stand to it, for 
one." 

^^ Oh, I beg you a thousand pardons^^I wish 
your father no ill in the world— he was a very 
honest man in his way." 

'< Was an honest man !" she exclaimed $ for 
the Cumbrians are, it would seem, like their 
ndghbours the Scotch, ticklish on the point of 
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anoestry ,-^<< He is a very honest man as ever led 
nag with halter on head, to Staneshaw-Bank Fair 
*— Honest !— He is a horse-couper.*^ 

^* Bight, right,'' I replied ; " I know it — I have 
heard of your father^-as honest as any horse- 
couper of them all. Why, Dorcas, I mean to buy 
a horse of him.'' 

*< Ah, your honour," sighed Dorcas, " he is 
the man to serve your honour well— -if ever you 
should get round again->or thof you were a bit 
off the books. He would no more cheat you 
than— p" 

<^ WeD, well, we will deal, my girl, you may 
depend on't. But tell me now, were I to give 
you a letter, what would you do to get it for- 
ward ?'' 

<' Why, put it into Squire's own bag that hangs 
in hall. What else could I do ? He sends it to 
Brampton, or to Carloisle, or where it pleases 
him, once a- week, and that gate." 

" Ah !" said 1 5 " and I suppose your sweeU 
heart John carries it ?^ 

^^ Noa— disnH now— and Jan is no sweetheart 
of mine, ever since he danced at his mother's feast 
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with Kitty Rutlege, and let me sit still ; that a 
did," 

^* It was most abominable in Jan, and what I 
could never have thought of him,^' I replied. 

*^ 0| but a did ibough-^-a let me nt still on 
my seat, a did." 

^< Well, well, my pretty May, you will get a 
handsomer fellow than Jan-^an^s not the £»llow 
for you, I see that." 

^^ Noa, noa,^^ answ^r^ the damsel ; ^^ but he 
is weel aneugh for a' that, mon. But I carena a 
button for him ; for there is the miller^s son, that 
suitored me last Appleby Fair, when I went wi^ 
oncle, is a gw9,y canny lad, 41s you will ^ee in the 
sun$hine" 

*^ Ay, a fine stout fellow-i^Do you think be 
would carry iny letter to Carlisle ?" 

<< To Carloisle ! 'T wpuld be all his life is worth ; 
h0 maun wait on clap and hopper, as they say. 
Odd, his ffither would brain him if he went to 
Cl^rloisle, bating to wrestling for the belt, or sic 
loike. But I ha^more bachelors than him'; there 
is the schoolmaster, can. write olmaiat aa weel as 
tou canst, nipn," 
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<* Then he is the very man to take charge of 
a letter ; he knows the trouble of writing one.^ 

<' Ay, many does he, an ton comest to that, 
mon ; only it takes him four hours to write as 
mony lines. Tan^ it is a great round hand loike 
that, one can read easily, and not loike your ho- 
nour's, that are like midgets taes. But for gang- 
ing to Carloisle, he^s dead foundered, man, as 
cripple as Eckie^s mear.^ 

^' In the name of €k>d,^ said I, ^^ how is it that 
you propose to get my letter to the post ?^ 

*< Why, just to put it into Squire^s bag loike ; 
he sends it by Cristal Nixon to post, as you call 
it, when such is his pleasure.^ 

Here I was then, not much edified by having 
obtiuned a list of Dorcases bachelors ; and with 
respect to any information which I desired, just 
exactly at the point where I set out It was of 
consequence to me, however, to accustom the ^1 
to converse with me familiarly. If she did so, 
she could not always be on her guard, and some- 
thing, I thought, might drop from her which I 
could turn to advantage. 

^^ Does not the Squire usually look into his 
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letter-bag, Dorcas ?^^ said I, wiUi as much indU- 
fer ence as I could assume. 

<< That a does,^ said Dorcas ; << and a threw 
out a letter of mine to Raff Miller, because a 
said-^ — "^ 

" Well, well, I won\ trouble him with mine,^ 

said I, <^ Dorcas ; but, instead, I will i^rite to 

himself, Dcurcas, But how shall I address him ?^ 

<* Anan,^ was agiun Dorcases resource. 

*' I mean how is he called ?-*-What is his 

name?^ 

<< Sure your honour should know best,^ said 
Dorcas. 

" I know ?-^The devil I— You drive me be- 
yond patience.'*^ 

<* Noa, noa ; donna your honour go beyond 
patience-Hionna ye now. And for his neame, they 
say he has mair nor ane in Westmoreland and on 
die Scotch side. But he is but seUom wi^ us, 
excepting in the cocking season ; and then we 
just call him Squoire loike ; and so do my meas* 
ter and dame.^^ 

<< And is he here at present ?^ said I. 

<^ Not he, not he ; be is a buck-hoonting, as 
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they tell me, somewhere up the Fatterdale wdy ^ 
but he comes and gangs loike a flap of a whirls 
windy oi* sic loike*^ 

I broke off the coiiVerslition^ after forcing on 
Boreas a little silver to buy ribbons, with which 
she was so much delighted, that she exclaimed, 
" God ! Cristal Nixon may say his worst on thee \ 
but thou art a civil gentleman for all him ; and 
a quoiet man wi^ woman folk loike^^ 

There is no dense in being too quiet with wo« 
men folk, so I added a kiss with my crown piece \ 
and 1 cannot help thinkiiig, that I have secured 
a partizan in Dorcas. At least she blushed, and 
pocketed her little compliment with one hand, 
while, with the other, she adjusted her cherry^ 
coloured ribbons, a little disordered by the strug^ 
gle it cost me to attmn the honour of a salute* 

As she unlocked the door to leave the apart^ 
ment, she turned back, and looking on me with 
a strong expression of compassion^ added the re* 
markable words, '^ La^^be^st mad or no, thouse a 
mettled lad, after all.^ 

There was something very ominous in the 
Round of these farewell words, which seemed to 
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Afford me a clew to the pretext under which I 
was detained in confinement. My demeanour 
was probably insane enough, while I was agita«> 
ted at once by the frenzy incident to the fever^ 
and the anxiety incidental to my extraordinary 
situation. But is it possible they can now esta^ 
blish any cause for confining me, arising out of 
the state of my mind ? 

If this be teally the pretext under which I am 
restrained from my liberty, nothing but the se<- 
date correctness of my conduct can remove the 
prejudices which these circumstances may have 
excited in the minds of all who have approached 
me during my illness* I have lieard-^readful 
thought !— of men who, for various' reasons, have 
been trepanned into th^ custody of the keepers of 
private mad^houses, and whose brain, after years 
of misery, became at length unsettled, through 
irre»stible sympathy with the wretched beings 
among whom they were classed. This shall not be 
my case, if,* by strong internal resolution, it is in 
human nature to avoid the action of exterior and 
contagious sympathies. 

Meantime I sat down to compose and arrange 
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my thoughts, for my purposed appeal to my 
jailor-Hso I must call himr-*-whom I addressed in 
the following mamier ; baidng at length, and after 
making several copies, found language to qualify 
the sense ci resentment which burned in the first 
draughts of my letter, and endeavoured to assume 
a tone more condliadng. I mentioned the two 
occasions on which he had certainly saved my 
life, when at the utmost peril ; and I added, that 
whatever was the purpose of the restraint now 
practised on me, as I was ^ven to understand, by 
his authority, it a>uld not certainly be with any 
view to ultimately injuring me. He might, I 
said, have mistaken me for some other person; 
and I gave him what account I could of my situ* 
ation and education, to correct such an error. I 
supposed it next possible, that he might suppose 
me too weak for travelling, and not capable of 
taking care of myself; and I begged to assuxie 
him, that I was resU»ed to perfect health, and 
quite ^ble to endure the fatigue <^ a joum^y. 
Lastly,! reminded him, in firm though measur^ 
terms, that the restraint which I sustained was an 
illegal one, and highly punishable by the laws 
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which protect the liberties of the subject. I end- 
ed by demanding, that he would take me before 
a magistrate ; or, at least, tfa&t he would favour 
me with a personal interview, said explain his 
meanmg with respect to me. 

Perhaps this letter was expressed in a toiie tdo 
humble fbr the situation of an injured man, titid 
I am inclined to think so when I again recapitu- 
late its tenor. But what could I do ? I Was in 
the power of one whose paesions seem as violent 
as his means of gratifying them appear unbound-: 
ed. I had reason, too, tp believe [[this to thee, 
Alan!] that all his family did not approve of the 
violence of his conduct towiurds me ; my object, 
in fine, was fireedoin, and who would not s^Ur^ce 
miidi to attain it ? 

I had no means of addressing my letter ex- 
cepting, ^* For the Squire^s own hand.^ He 
could be at no great distance, for in the course 
of twenty-four hours I received an answer. It 
was addressed to Darsie Latimer, and coi^ained 
these words :•— ^* You have demanded an inter- 
view with me. You have required to be carried 
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before a magistrate. Your first wish shall be 
granted— -perhaps the second also. Meanwhile^ 
be assured that you are a prisoner for the time,, 
by sufficient authority, and that such authori^ 
is supported by suffident power. Beware, there-r 
fore, of struggling with a force suffident to crush 
you, but abandon yoursdf to that trmn of events 
by "which we are both swept along, and which it 
is impossible that either of us can resist^ 

These mysterious words were without agna- 
ture of any kind, and left me nothing more im* 
portant to do than to prepare myself for the 
meeting which they promised. For that purpose 
I must now break off, and make sure of the ma« 
nuscript,— so far as I can, in my present oondi- 
tion, be sure of anything, — ^by <x>ncealing it with- 
in the lining of my coat^ so as not to be found 
without strict search. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

DABSIE LATIMER^S JOUBNAL, IN CONTINUATIOK. 

The important interview expected at the con- 
clusion of my last took place sooner than I ex- 
pected; for the very day I received the letter, 
and just when my little dinner was finished, the 
Squire, or whatever he is called, entered the room 
so suddenly, that I almost thought I beheld an 
apparition. The figure of this man is peculiar, 
ly noble and stately, and his voice has that deep 
fulness of accent which implies unresisted autho- 
rity. I had risen involuntarily as he entered ; we 
gazed on each other for a moment in silence^ 
which was at length broken by my visitor. 

" You have desired to see me,** he said. " I 
am here ; if you have aught to say, let me hear 
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it ; my time b too brief to be consumed in child, 
ish dumb show.^ 

" I would ask of you," said I, " by what au- 
thority I am detained in this place of confinement, 
and for what purpose ?" 

" I have told you already," said he, " that my 
authority is sufficient, and my power equal to it ; 
this is all which it is necessary for you at pre- 
sent to know." 

« Every British subject has a right to know 
why he suffers restraint," I replied ; ^^ nor can 
he be deprived of liberty without a legal warrant 
-*-Shew me that by which you confine me thus." 

<^ You shall see more," he said; ^^ you shall 
see the magistrate by whom it is granted, and 
that without a moments delay." 

This sudden proposal fluttered and alarmed 
me; I felt, nevertheless, that I had the right 
cause, and resolved to plead it boldly, although 
I could well have desired a little further time for 
preparation. He turned, however, threw open 
the door of the apartment, and commanded me 
to follow him. I felt some inclination, when I 
crossed the threshold <£ my prison-chamber, to 
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hare tamed and run for it, but I knew not where 
to find the stairs-— had reason to think the outer- 
doors would be secured— and, to conclude, so 
soon as I had stepped out of the room to follow 
the proud step of my conductor, I observed that 
I was dogged by Cristal Nixon, who suddenly 
appeared within two paces of me, and with whose 
great personal strength, independent of the as- 
sistance he might have recdived from his master, 
I saw no chance of contending. I therefore fol- 
lowed, unresistingly, and in silence, along one 
or two passages of much greater length than 
consisted with the ideas I had previously enter- 
tained of the size of the house. At length a door 
was flung open, and we entered a large^ oUU 
fiishioned parlour, having coloured glass in the 
windows, oaken pannelling on the wall, a huge 
grate decked with holly and rosemary under a 
large arched chinmey-piece of stone, which bore 
some armorial achievements, whilst the walls 
were adorned with the usual number of heroes 
in armour, with large wigs instead of hebnets, 
and ladies in sacques, smelling to nosegays. 



Digitized by 



Google 



118 JOURNAL* CHAP. YXI. 

Behind a large table, on which were several 
books, sat a smart underbredJooking man, wear* 
ing hu own hair tied in a club, and who, from 
the quire of paper laid before him, and the pen, 
which he handled at my entrance, seemed pre- 
pared to officiate as clerk. As I wish to de- 
scribe these persons as accurately as possible, I 
may add, he wore a dark-coloured coat, cordutoy 
breeches, and spatterdashes. At the upper end 
of the same table, in an ample easy-chair, covered 
witfi black leather, reposed a fat personage, about 
fifty years old, who either was actually a country 
justice, or was well selected to represent such a 
character. His leathern breeches were faultless 
in make, his jockey boots spotless in the varnish, 
and a handsome and flourishing pair of boot- 
garters, as they are called, united the one part of 
his garments to the other ; in fine, a richly-laced 
scarlet waistcoat, and a purple coat, set off the 
neat though corpulent figure of the little man, 
and threw an additional bloom upon his pletho^ 
ric aqpect I suppose he had dined, for it was 
two hours past noon, and he was amusing him- 
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self, and aiding digestion, ¥rith a pipe of Uv 
baoco. There was an air of importance in his 
manner which corresponded to the rural dignity 
of his exterior, and a habit which he had o£ 
throwing out a number of inteijectiooal sounds, 
uttered with strange variety of intonation, run« 
ningfrom bass up to treble in^a very extraor- 
dinary manner, or breaking his sentences with a 
whiff of his pipe, seemed adopted to give ani air 
of thought and mature deliberauon to his. opi- 
nions and decisibns. . Notwithstanding all^this, 
Alan, it might be dooted, a& our old Professor 
used to say, whether the Justice was anything 
more than: an ass. Certainly, besides/a great 
deference for the legal opinion of his derk, which 
might be quite according to the order of things^ 
he seem^ to be.wonderfuUy under the command 
of his brother Squire, if squire either of them 
was, and indeed much more than was connstent 
with so much assumed consequence. 

^^Ho^*«ha-^ay— s6-*-sOf-~Hum — ^humph— this 
is the young man, I suppose-^Hum-^^y— -seems 
sickly-^Young gentleman, you may sit down«^ 

I used the permission given, for I had been 
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much more reduced by my illnest than I wa» 
aware of, and felt myself really fatigued, even 
by the few paces I had walked, joined to. the 
agitation I suffered. 

'^ And your name^ young man, is«-4iumph«— 
ay— hft— what is it P'' 

** Darne Latimer.^ 

*< lUght— oay— -humph-^yery right* Darae 
Latimer is the very thing-— ha— ay-^where' do 
you come firom ?^ 

*< From Scotland, sir,^ I replied. 

'^ A native of Scotland— a— -hum|di«—eh—-how 
is it f"^ 

^^ I am an Englishman by birth, sir.^ 

^* Bight — ay— yes, you are so. But pray, Mr 
Darsie Latimer, have you always been called by 
that name, or have you any other ?•— Nick, write 
down his answers, Nick.^ 

*^ As far as I remember, I never bore any 
other,**^ was my answer. 

*^ How, no ?— <-welI, I should not have thought 
so— Hey, neighbour, would you i^ 

Here he looked towards the other Squire, who 
had thrown himself carelessly into a chair ; and, 
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with his legs stretched out before him, and his 
arms folded on his bosom, seemed carelessly at- 
tending to what was going forward. He an- 
swered the appeal of th6 Justice by scaring, that 
perhaps the young mane's memory did not go 
back to a very early period. 

<^ Ah— eh^ha — ^you hear the gentleman — 
Pi^ay, how far may your memory be pleased to 
run back to ?-^umph.^ 

/< Perhaps, sir, to the age of three years, or a 
little farther.^ 

<< And will you presume td say, sir,^ said the 
Squire, drawing himself suddenly erect in his 
seat, and exerting the strength of his powerful 
voice, ^* that you then bore your present 
name?^ 

I was startled at the confidence with which 
this question was put, and in vain rummaged 
my memory for the means of raying. '^ At 
least,*^ I said, ^* I always remember b^g called 
Darsie; children, at that early age, seldom get 
more than their Christian name.^ 

^* Of I thought so,^ he replied, and again 
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siretdied himself on his seat, in the same loim- 
ging posture as before. 

** So you were called Darsie in your infancy^^ 
said the Justice ; ^' and-— hum— ay-^when did 
you first take the name of Latimer ?^ 

^' I did not take it, sir ; it was given to me.^ 

^^ I ask you,^ said the lord of the mansion, but 
^th less severity in his voice than formerly, 
^< whether you can remember that you were 
ever called Latimer, until you had that name 
given you in Scotland ?^ 

'. *^ I win be candid : I cannot recollect an in- 
stance that I was so called when in England, 
but neither can I recollect when the name was 
first given me ; and if anything is to be founded 
on these queries and my answers, I desire my 
early childhood may be taken into considera- 
tion.'' 

**^ Hum— ay — ^yes,'' said the Justice ; " all 
that requires consideration shall be duly consider- 
ed. Young man— eh— •! beg to know the name 
of your father and mother V 

This was galling a wound that has festered for 
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years, and I did not endure the question so pa- 
tiently as those which preceded it ; but replied, 
** I demand, in my turn, to know if I am be- 
fore an English Justice of the Peace ?^ 

" His worship Squire Foxley, of Foxley Hall, 
has been^of the quorum these twenty years,^ said 
Master Nicholas. 

** Then he ought to know, or you, sir, as his 
derk, should inform bim,*^ said I, ^* that I am 
the complainer in this case, and that my complaint 
ought to be heard before I am subjected to cross- 
examination.^ 

- " Humph— hoy— what, ay— there is some** 
thing in that, neighbour,^* said the poor Justice, 
who, blown about by every wind of doctrine, 
seemed desirous to attain the sanction of his bro- 
ther Squire. 

, ^' I wonder at you, Foxley,^ said. his firm* 
minded acqudntance ; ^* how can you render the 
young man justice unless you know who he is ?^ 
.. '* Hap^yes — egad that^s true,^ said Mr Jus. 
tice Foxley ; >^ and now — ^looking into the matter 
more closely— there is, eh, upon the whole— no- 
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thing at all in what he says-HSo, sir, you must tell 
your father^s name, and surname.^ 

" It is out of my power, sir; they are not 
known tome, since you must needs know so 
much of my private affiurs.^ 

The Justice collected a great isfflaius in his 
cheeks, which puffed them up like those of a 
Dutch cherubhn, while his eyes seemed flying 
out of his head, from the effort with whidi he 
retained his breath. He then blew it forth with, 
— " Whew !^-Hoom — poof — ha !— 4iot know 
your parents, youngster ? — Then I must commit 
you for a vagrant, I warrant you. Onme igno- 
turn pro terribUif as we used to say at Appleby 
school ; that is, every one that is not known to 
the Justice, is a rogue and a vagabond. Ha !-^ 
Ay^ you may sneer, sir ; but I question if you 
would have known the meaning of that Latin, 
unless I had told you.^ 

I acknowledged myself obliged for a new edi- 
tion of the adage, and an intarpretation which I 
could never have reached alone and unasnsted. 
I then proceeded to state my case with greater 
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confidence. The Justice was an ass, that was 
dear ; but it was scarcely possible he could be so 
utterly ignorant as not to know what was neces- 
sary in so plidn a case as mine. I therefore in- 
formed him of the riot which had been commit- 
ted on the Scottish side of the Solway Frith ; ex- 
l^ained how I (came to be placed in my present 
situation ; and r^uested of his worship to set me 
at liberty. I pleaded my cause with as much 
earnestness as I could, casting an eye from time 
to time upon the oppodte party, who seemed en- 
tirely indi£Perent to all the animation with which 
I accused him. 

As for the Justice, when at length I had 
ceased, as really not knowing what more to say 
in a case so very plain, he rej^lied, ^^ Ho— -ay-— 
ay—-ye&— -wonderful I and so this is all the gra- 
titude you shew to this good gentleman for the 
great charge and trouble he hath had with re- 
sped to and concerning of you ?^^ 

^^ He saved my life, sir, I acknowledge, oh one 
occasion certainly, and most probably on two; 
but his having done so gives him no right over 
my person. I am not, however, asking for any 
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punkhtnent or revenge ; on the contrary, I am 
content to part friends with the gentleman, whose 
motives I am unwilling to suppose are bad, 
though his actions have been, towards me, un- 
authorized and violent.^ 

This moderation, Alan, thou wilt comprehend, 
was not entirely dictated by my feelings towiods 
the individual of whom I complained ; there 
were other reasons, in which. regard for him had 
little share. It seemed, however, as if the mild- 
ness with which I pleaded my cause had more ef- 
fect upon him than anything I had yet said.' He 
was moved to the point of being almost out of 
countenance ; and took snuff repeatedly, as if to 
gain time to stifle some degree of emotion. 

But on Justice Foxley , on whom my eloquence 
was particularly designed to make impressdon^ 
the result was much less favourable. He con- 
sulted in a whisper with Mr Nicholas his clerk 
— pshawed, hemmed, and elevated his eyebrows^ 
as if in scorn of my supplication. At length, 
having apparently made up his mind, he leaned 
back in his chair, and smoked his pipe with great 
energy, with a look of defiance, designed . to 
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make me aware that all my reasoning was lost on 
him. 

At length, when I stopped, more from lack of 
breath than want of argumeiit, he opened his (Mra- 
cular jaws, and made the following rq^ly, inters 
rupted by his usual interjectional ejaculations, 
and by long volumes of smoke : — ^^ Hem— ay— 
eh— poof— -And, youngster, do you think Mat* 
thew Foxley, who has been one of the quorum 
for these thirty years, is to be come over vrith 
such trash as would hardly cheat anapple-wo* 
man? — Poof — poof— eh ! — Why, man— ^eh-«* 
doest thou not know the charge is not a bailable 
matter— «nd that— hum — ^ay — ^the greatest man 
—poof— the Baron of Graystock himself, must 
stand committed ? and yet you pretend to have 
been kidnapped by this gentleman, and robbed 
of property, and what not ; and— eh— poof-— you 
would persuade me all you want is to get away 
from him— I do believe— «h— that it is all you 
want Therefore, as you are a sort of a slip^tring 
gentleman, and— ^y — ^hum— a kind of idle ap- 
prentice, and something cock-brained withal, as 
the honest folks of the house tell me— why, you 

17 
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mu8t eVn remain under custody of your guardian, 
till your coming of age, or my Lord Chancellor^ft 
warrant, Aall give you the management of your 
own affairs, wiiicb, if you can gather your brains 
again, you will even then not be-^^y— hem — 
poof— -in particular haste to assume.^ 

The time occupied by his worship^s hums, and 
haws, and puffs of tobacco smoke, together with 
theslow and pompous manner in which he spoke, 
gave me a minute^s space to collect my ideas, dis- 
persed as they were by the extraordinary purport 
of this annundation. 

*< I cannot conceive, sir," I replied, " by what 
singular tenure this person claiitas my obedience 
as a guardian ; it is a bare^£ftced imposture^-^l 
never in my life saw him, until I came unhappi- 
ly to this country, about four weeks nnce." 

" Ay, air— we — feh — ^know, and are awar^— 
tfiat-^poof-^you do not like to hear some folks^ 
names ; and that— eh— -you understand me-^-* 
there are things, and sounds, and matters, con- 
v^rsation about names, and such like, which put 
you off the hoOks — which I have no humour td 
wittiess. Nevertheless, Mr Darffle— or— poof 
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Mr Stanoe Latimcr«-*ofi--*fD0^ poQ£»<««t&iM<iy, 
Mr 'Daam wkkmt die T i Ulaawr i y oa Iwre ac- 
knowledged aa BHich tokday as iiimhij me you 
wiil bail be dhtpmei of under the heMNiM&k 
eam of Hiy friend he iCi-aB i yoor coafianbn»^ 
beddea Aat^-foo f' eh I know him: to be a 
most lespoittible ptrao o m h ay^-^ty^p'^noat re- 
flponaihfe andf keaiooraUe pcnR»H*«CHB yon deny 
this?'* 

^* I know nothiag^of hiai^'**! sqieaAed; *^ not 
eten hb name ; andl I have not, as I told yon, 
seea him in the course of asy whololife» tiila few 
^ weeks shice.^ 

«^ Wai you swear to thoti^ aaadl tho' angular 
man^whaseeraed to await the result of this debate 
secure* as a rattleMUMtke isof the prey which has 
once Mt its Issetufltion* And wlakf he* said these 
words m deep undep>toae^ he withdrew his ebaia 
a fittk behind that ot the Justice^ so as^tobe uo. 
seen by him of his eler k, who sat upon the same 
side ; wllile he bent on meafrown so portentous^ 
that no one who has witnessed the look can fiMP. 
get >t duving the* whole of has life. The furrows 

veil. ». I 
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of the blow above the eyee became livkt and al- 
most black, and were bent into a semi-circular, or 
rather ellipdcal form, above the junction xji the 
eye-brows. I had beard such a look desmbed 
inanold tale of dUMerief which it was my dianoe 
to be entertained with not long since; when this 
deep and gloomy contorUon of the fnontal mu/s- 
cles was not unaptly described, as forming the re* 
presentation of a small horse-shoe. 

The tale, when told, awaked a dreadful vision 
of infancy, which the. witheiing and blighting 
look now fixed on me again forced on my recol- 
lection, but with much more vivacity. Indeed I 
was so much £»irprised, and, I must add, terrified, 
at the vague ideas which were awakened in my 
mind by this fearful sign, that I kept my eyes 
fixed on the face in which it was exhibited, as on 
a frightful vision ; until, passing his handkerchief 
a moment across his countenance, this mysterious 
man relaxed at once the look which had for me 
something so appalling. ^^ The young man will 
no longer deny that he has seen me before,^ said 
he to the Justice, in a tone of complacency; 
^< and I trust he will now be reconciled to my 
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temporary guardianship, whidi may end bettor 
for him than he expects.^ 

*^ Whatever I expect,^ I replied^ summoning 
my scattered recollection together,. ^' I see I. am 
neither to expect justice nor protection from this 
gentleman, whose office it is to render both to the 
lieges. For you, sir, how strangely you have 
wrought yourself into the fate of an unhappy 
young man, or what interest you can pretend in 
mcy you yourself only can explain. That I have 
seen you before, is certain ; for none can foiget 
the look with which you seem to have the power 
of blighting tliose upon whom you cast it.^ 

The Justice seemed not very easy under this 
hint. " Ha !— ay,'* he said ; " it is time to be 
going, neighbour. I have a many miles to ride, 
and I care npt to ride darkling in these parts.-— 
You and I, Mr Nicholas, must be jogging.^^ 

The Justice fumbled with his glove8,.in endea- 
vouring to draw them on hastily, and Mr Nicho- 
las bustled to get his great-coat and whip. Their 
landlord endeavoured to detain them, and spoke 
of supper and beds. Both pouring forth many 
thanks for his invitation, seemed as if they would 
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viiidh nther mot ; and Mr Jottaoe F<nde j was 
making a score of apologies, with at least a lum- 
died caiUiaiiarj bens and eli-ehs, ifhm the ^1 
Dorcas bivst into the roon, aad anBoanoed a gen- 
tkman on jnstioe busiaesB. 

^ What gentleman ?— and whom does he 
want?" 

^ He is cuome post on his ten toes,** said the 
wench; ^ and on jnstiee bunness to his woirinp 
loike. Fsenphaid him a gentleman, fm: he speaks 
as good Latin as the achulemeaster; but,ladE-». 
day! he has gotten a queer mop of a wig.^ 

Thegentlcman, thus annonnoed and described, 
bonnesd into the room. Bat I haye abeady 
written as mudi as ills a sheet of my paper, 
andmy smgular embamssmentsjNwss sofaard on 
me, that I have matter to fill another fkom what 
followed the intriision of— my dear Alan— your 
erasy dieBt— Poor Peter PeeUes ! ^ 
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CHAPTER VII. 

I>Aftai« LATIMKa^S JOUENAL, IH CONTIVUAViaH. 

I HAVft rop^m my life^ tiH the last abMnmng 
dayis known what it was to snstam a MonealV 
real sorrow. What I oalkd such, was, I amiKMr 
wdl convinced, only the weaimcss of miiul, wUchi 
having nothing actually present to oompkitt ef^ 
turns upon itsdf, and becomes anxious about 
the past aind the future ; those periods with 
which human life has so little ooonecdon, Aai 
Scripture itself hath said, '< Sofficiettt for the day 
is the evil thereof*^ 

If, therefore^ I have sometimes abused pcospe- 
rhy, by murmuring at my unknown tnrth and 
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imoertain rank in society, I will make amends by 
bearing my present real adversity with patience 
and courage, and, if I can, even with gaiety. 
What can they — dare they, do to me P — ^Foxley, 
I am persuaded, is a real Justice of Peace, and 
country gentleman of estate, though (wonderful 
to tell !) he is an ass notwithstanding ; and his 
functionary in the drab coat must have a shrewd 
guess at the consequences of being accessory to 
an act of murder or kidnapping. Men invite not 
such witnesses to deeds of darkness. I have also, 
—Alan, I liave hopes, arising out of the family of 
the oppressor himself. I am encouraged to be- 
lieve that.G. M. is likely again to enter on the 
field. More I dare not here say ; nor must I 
drop a hint which another eye than thine might 
be able to construe. Enough, my feelings are 
lighter than they have been; and though fear 
and wonder are still around me, they are unable 
entirely to overcloud the horizon. 

Even when I aaw the spectral form of the old 
scare-crow of the Parliament-House rush into the 
apartment where I had undergone so singular an 
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examination, I thought of thy connection with 
him, and could almost have parodied Lear — 

Death !— nothing could have thus subdued nature 
To such a lowness, but his ^' leaned lawyers." 

He was e^en as we have seen him of yore, Alan, 
when, rather to keep thy company than to follow 
my own bent, I formerly frequented the hallsof 
justice. The only addition to his dress, in the 
capacity of a traveller, was a pair of boots, that 
looked as they might have seen the field of She- 
riff-moor ; so large and heavy, that, tied as they 
were to the creature^s wearied hams with large 
bunches of worsted tape of various colours, they 
looked as if he* had been dragging them along 
dither for a wager, or by way of penance. 

Regardless of the surprised looks of the party 
on whom he thus intruded himself, Peter blun- 
dered into the middle of the apartment, with his 
head charged like a ram^s in the act of butting, 
and saluted, them thus :— 

" Gude day to ye, gude day to your honours 
— 'Is^t here they sell the fugie warrants P^ 

I observed that, on his entrance, my friend-*-or 
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eaaBy'---draw faiiiiflelf back, and pbo^ 
if he iNNild rather aToid attcaedng die ohierva* 
tion of the new-oomer. I did the same myself^ 
as far 83 I was able ; for I thou^t it likely 
that Mr Peebles might recognize me, as in^ 
deed I was too fireqsffintly amoag the group <tf 
young juridical aspnmtB who used to Jimiae 
Ihemsrives by potthig caaes for Petcar'^s aohilioD, 
ttid jplaying him wone trieka; yet I was useer- 
tain whether I had better aivail nqradf of our ac- 
quaintttDoe to hasre the advantage, such as it 
might be^ of hia endenoe before the magistrale, 
or wh^er to make him, if posdble, bearer of a 
letter mhidt might procure me more effiwtual as- 
sistance* I' resolved, thcfefore, to be guided by 
drcumstances, and to watch carcfiiUy tbM no- 
dung nught escape me. I dnw bade as far as I 
could, and even reconnoitred the door and pas* 
sage, to consider whether slisohite escape m^ht 
not be i^acticable. But there panded Criatai 
Nixon, whose little black eyes, sharp as those of 
a basiUsk, seemed, the instant when they encoun- 
tered with mine, to penetrate my purpose. 
I sat down, as much out of sight of all 
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parties as I could, and listened to the dialogue 
whidb followed--^ dialogue how much more in« 
terestiiig to me than any I could have concaved, 
m which Peter Peebles was to be one of the Dra^ 
matis Persona ! 

. <^ Is it here where ye sell the warrants?— Ac 
fugiesy ye kea?^ said Peter. 

^^ H^— eh— what r said Justice Foxley ; 
^' what the devil does the fellow mean P— What 
wmild you have a warrant for f^ 
' ^^ It is to apprehend a young lawyer that is in 
mediJMMmefugcs ; for he has taen my memorial 
and pleaded my cause, and a good fee I gave 
him, and as muckle brandy as he could drink that 
day at his father^s house— he looes the brandy 
ower wed for sae youthful a creatune^^ 

^ And what has this drunken young dog of a 
lawyer done to you, that you are come to me— «h 
•^iJia ? Has he robbed you ? Not unlikely if he 
be a lawyer'^i-eh*-Niek— ha ?^ said Justice Fox- 
ley. 

<^ He has robbed me of himself, sir,^ answer- 
ed Peter ; << of his help, comfort, ud, mainte- 
nance, and assistance, whilk, as a counsel to a 
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client, he is bound to yield me raUone qfficU — 
that is it, ye see. He has pouched my fee, and 
drunken a mutchkin of brandy, and now he^s 
ower the march, and left my cause, half won 
half losU-as dead a heat as e^er was run ower the 
back-sands. Now, I was advised by some cun- 
ning laddies that are used to crack a bit law wi"^ 
me in the House, that the best thing I could do 
was to take heart o^ grace and set out after him ; 
so I have taken post on my ain shanks, foreby 
a cast in a cart or the like. I got wind of him 
in Dumfries, and now I have run him over to 
the English side, and I want a fugie warrant 
against him.^ 

How did my heart throb at this information, 
dearest Alan ! Thou art near me then, and I well 
know with what kind purpose ; thou hast aban. 
doned all to fly., to my assistance ; and no 
wonder that, knowing thy friendship and faith, 
thy sound sagacity and persevering disposition^ 
<< my bosom^s lord should now sit lightly on his 
throne ;^ that gaiety should almost involuntarily 
hover on my pen ; and that my heart should 
beat like that of a general, responsive to the 
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drums of his advandng ally, without whose help 
the battle must Jiave been lost. 

I did not suffer myself to be startled by this 
joyous^ surprise, but continued to bend my strict* 
est attention to what followed among this sin- 
gular party. That Poor Peter Peebles had been 
put upon thi$ wild-goose chase, by some of his 
juvenile advisers in the Parliament House, he 
himself had intimated ; but he spoke with much 
confidence, and the Justice, who seemed to have- 
some secret apprehension of being put to trouble 
in the matter, and, as sometimes ^occurs on the 
English frontier, a jealousy lest the superior 
acuteness of the northern neighbours might over- 
reach their own simplicity, turned to his clerk 
with a perplexed countenance. 

<< Eh— oh — ^Nick— d— n thee— Hast thou got 
nothing to say? This is more Scotch law, I 
take it, and more Scotchmen. (Here he cast a 
side-glance at the owner of the mansion, and 
winked to his derk.) I would Solway were as 
deep as it is wide, and we had then some chance 
of keeping of them out.^ 

8 
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Nichcdas convened an instant ande widi the 
supplicant, and then reported ;«»- 

** The man wants a border^warranty I think- ; 
but thejr are only granted £x debt-««aaw he 
wants one to catch a lawyer*^ 

^< And what fornoP** answered Peter PeeUes, 
doggedly; ^* what for no, I would be glad to 
ken? If a day^s labourer refuse to week, ycTll 
grant a warrant to gar him do out his dan^g 
•^if a wench quean rin away from her ha'Vst,. 
y«^ll said her back to her heuck again— if sae: 
mickle as a coallier or a Salter make a moonlight 
flitdog, ye will deek him by the baek-spaul in a 
minute of time,— «nd yet the dami^ eanna 
amount to mair than a creelful of coals, and a 
forpit or twa of saut ; and ha:e is a chidd taks 
l^from his engagement, and damages me to die 
tune of sax thousand punds sterling; that is^. 
three thousand that I should win, and three 
thousand mur that I am like to lose ; and you 
that ca^ yourself a justice canna help a puir man 
to catch the rin-away P A bonnieJike justioe I 
am like to get amang ye !^ 
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«< The feliov mtiBt be dniHk,'' said the clerk. 

^ Black«fasting £roin all but sin,^ replied the 
soppheant ; ^^ I havaia had mair than a mouth- 
fidof eauld water anoe I passed the Border, and 
de^il a ane of ye b like to nay to me, ^ Dog, will 
yedrinkP*'' 

The Justice iMmed moved by this appeal. 
^*Hem^-4udiman^^ replied he; 'Uhoii speak^st 
to US as if thou wert in ptesenoe of one of thiue 
onm beggaily justices— -get down stair»-^[et 
jomething to eat, man, (with parmisskm of my 
frigid to .make so free in his house,) and a mouth- 
fid to drink, and I will warrant we get ye such 
justioe as will please ye«* 

^^ I wnma refuse your neighbourly offer,^- saiB 
Poor Peter Peebles, making his bow ; ^< mickle 
grace be wi^ your honour, and wisdom to guide 
ye in this extraordinary cause.^ 

When I saw Peter Peebles about to retire 
fiom the room, I could pot forbear an effort to 
obtain from him such evidence as might give 
me some credit with the Justice. I stepped for- 
ward, therefore, and, saluting him, asked him 
if he remembered me ? 
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After astare or two, and a longpneh of fimuff, 
recollection seemed suddenly to dawn on Peter 
Peebles. " Recollect ye T he said ; '* by my troth 
do I. — ^Haud him a grip, gentlemeiv— 4M)nstabled, 
keep him fast^-^here that iU»deedy hempy is, 
ye are sure that Alan Fairford is not far ^.•— 
Haud him fast, Master Ccmstable ; I charge' ye 
wi^ him, for I am mistaen if he is not at the boU 
tom of this rin*awa busisiefis. He was aye getting 
the silly callant Alan awa wi^ gigs, and horse, 
and the like of that, to Koslin, and Prestoii-pans, 
and a^ the idle gates he could think of. He^s a 
rin-awa apprentice, that ane.*^ 

" Mr Peebles,'* I said, " do not do me wrong. 
I am sure you can say no harm of me justly, 
but can satisfy these gentlemen, if you will, that 
I am a student of law in Edinburgh— Darsie La- 
dmer by name.'^ 

^^ Me satisfy ! how can I satisfy the gentle- 
men,^ answered Peter, <^ that am sae far from 
being satisfied mysell? I ken naething about your 
name, and can only testify, nihU nomt in causth" 

<* A pretty witness you have brought forward 
in your favour,'' sdd Mr Foxley. " But-*-Jia«- 
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ajr.-..ril ask him a question or twoH— Pray, friend, 
will you take your oath to thb youth being a run- 
*away apprentice?^ 

<< Sir,"" said Peter, << I will make path to ony- 
thing in reason ; when a case comes to my oath 
it's a won cause : But I am in some haste to prie 
your wcHTship^s good cheer ;^ for Peter had be« 
come ;mudb more respectful in his demeanour to- 
wards the Justice, since he had heard .some inti- 
mation of dinner. 

** You shall haye-.^h-Jium..-ay*-a belly-full, 
if it be possible to fill it. First let me know if 
this young man be really what he pretends.— 
Nick, make his affidavit^ 

'< Ow, he is just a wood harum-scarum crea- 
ture, that wad never take to his studies ;— daft, 
ar, clean daft.'' 

" Deft l^ said the Justice; " what d'ye mean 
by deft— eh?" 

" Just Fifish," replied Peter ; " wowff-— a wee 
bit by the East-Nook or sae ; it's a common case 
•—the ae half of the warld thinks the t'other daft. 
I have met with folks in my day, that thought I 
was daft mysell ; and, for my part, I think our 
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Court of Seflfiion clean daitj that have had the 
great cause of Peebles i^nst Pkaestaaea bcAxre 
them for this score of years, and hofenevei'be^ 
able to ding the bottom out of it yet.** 

" I cannot make oat a word of his cttrsed 
brogue^^ said the Cumbrian justice ; *^ can you, 
neighboup— eh ? What canhemeim by ilg^f^ 

^ He meansmod^* said the party appealed to, 
thrown off his guard by iaqpatience of this pro- 
tracted discussion. 

«<Yehaveit— ye have it,'' said Peter; <* that 
is, not clean skivie, b ut ^ 

Here he stt^iped, and fixed his eye on the per- 
son he addressed with an air rf joyful recogni- 
tion. — ^ Ay, ay, Mr Harriea ci Birrenswork, is 
this your lunsell in blood and bane ? I thought 
ye had been hanged at Kenningt(»i Commcm, or 
Hairiebie, or some of Ibeseplaoes, after the bonny 
ploy ye made in the forty-five." 

*^ I believe you are mistaken, frieiMi,^ siud 
Herries, sternly, with whose name and designa- 
tion I was thus made unexpedecHy acquainted. 

" The de*il a bit,* answered the undaunted 
Peter Peebles ; " I mind ye weel, fi>r ye lod- 



Digitized by 



Google 



JOURNAL. CHAP. VII. 146 

ged in my house the great year of forty-fiye, 
for a great year it was ; the Grand Rebellion 
broke out, and my cause — ^the great cause — Pee- 
bles against Planestanes, et per contrO'^^BB call- 
ed in the beginning of the winter Session, and 
would have been heard, but that there was a sur- 
cease of justice, with your plaids, and your piping, 
and your nonsense.^ 

** I tell you, fellow,** said Herries, yet more 
fiercely, << you have confused me with some of 
the other furniture of your crazy pate.** 

^* Speak like a gentleman, sir,^ answered Pee- 
bles ; *^ these are not legal phrases, Mr Herries of 
Bfarenswork. Speak in form of law, or I sail bid 
ye gude day, sir. I have nae pleasure in speaking 
to proud folks, though I am willing to answer any- 
thing in a legal way ; so iCyou are for a crack about 
auld langsyne, and the splores that you and Cap- 
tain Red^mlet used to breed in my house, and 
the girded cask of brandy that ye drank and 
ne^er thought of paying for it, (not that I mind- 
ed it mickle in thae days, though I have felt a 
lack of it sin syne,) why, I will waste an hour 
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on ye at ony time— And where \^ Captain Bed- 
ginilet iipw i he was a wild chap, like ypursell, 
Birrenswoirlf:. I trust ye hae gotten out your 
pardon, though they are nae sae keen after yoi| 
poor bodies for these some years bygane ; the 
heading and hanging is weel ower npw-^^owful 
jobp-«^wful job—will ye try my sneeshii^g ?^ 

He concluded his desultory speech by thrust* 
ing out his large bony paw> filled with a Scotch 
mull of huge dimensions^ which Herries, who 
had beeh standing like one petrified by the as* 
surance of this unexpected address^ rejected; with 
a contemptuous motion of his hand, which spilled 
some of the contents of the box. 

" Aweel, aweel,'' said Peter Peebles, totally 
unabashed by the repulse, <^ e^en as ye like^ a 
wilful man maun hae his way ; but,^ he addedj 
stooping down and endeavouring to gather the 
qnUed snuff from the polished floor, ^^ I canna 
afford to lose my sneeshing for a^ that ye are 
gumple>foisted wi^ me.^ 

My attention had been keenly awakened,, 
during this extraordinary and unexpected scene. 
'I watched, with as much attention as my own 
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agitation permitted me to command, the effect 
produced on the parties concerned. It was evi- 
dent that our friend, Peter Peebles, had unwari- 
ly made some discovery whidi altered the senti- 
ments of Justice Foxley and his clerk towards 
Mr Henries, with whom, until he was known and 
acknowledjged under that name, they had ap- 
peared to be so intimate. They talked with 
each other aside, looked at a paper or two which 
the clerk selected from the contents of a huge 
black pocket-book, and seemed, under the in- 
fluence of fear and uncertainty, totally at a loss 
what line of c^mduct to adopt. * ' 

Henries made a different and a far more inte- 
resting figure. However little Peter Peebles 
might resemble the angel Ithuriel, the appear- 
ance of Henries, his high and scornful demeanour, 
vexed at what seemed detection, yet fearless of 
the consequences, and regarding the whispering 
magistrate and his clerk with looks in which con- 
tempt predominated over anger or anxiety, bore, 
in my qpinioD, no slight resemblance to 

— the regal port 
And faded splendour wan- 
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with which the poet has invested the discovered 
King of the powers of tlie air. 

As he glanced round, with a look which he 
had endeavoured to compose to haughty indif- 
ference, hiseye encountered mine, and, I thought, 
at the first glance sunk beneath it But he in- 
stantly rallied his natural spirit, and returned 
me one of those extraordinary looks, by which he 
could contort so strangely the wrinkles on his 
forehead. I started ; but, angry at myself for my 
pusillanimity, I answered him by a look of the 
same kind, and catching the reflection of my 
countenance in alarge antique mirrorwhich stood 
before me, I started again at the real or ima« 
ginary resemblance which my countenance, at 
that moment, bore to that of Herries. Surely 
my fate is somehow strangely interwoven with 
that of this strange and mysterious individual. 
I had no time at present to speculate upon the 
subject, for the subsequent conversation demand- 
ed all my attention. 

The Justice addressed Herries, after a pause 
of about five minutes, in which all parties seem- 



Digitized by 



Google 



JOURNAL. CHAP. VIl. 149 

ed at some loss how to proceed. He spoke with 
embarrassment, and his faltering voice, and the 
long intervals which divided his sentences, seem- 
ed to indicate fear of him whom he addressed. 

** Neighbour,'' he said, " I could not have 
thought this; or, if /—eh— did think— in a cor- 
ner of my own mind as it were — ^that you, I say 
— that you might have unluckily engaged in — A 
— the matter of the forty-five — there was still 
time to have forgot all that."" 

'* And is it so singular that a man should have 
been out in the forty-five?'' said Herries, with 
contemptuous composure;—'^ your father, I 
diink, Mr Foxley, was out with Derwentwater in 
the fifteen.'* 

" And lost half of his estate," answered Fox- 
ley, with more rapidity than usual ; *^ and was 
very near— hem — ^being hanged into the boot. 
But this is — another guess job— for— eh — ^fifteen 
is not forty.five ; and my father had a remission, 
and you, I take it, have none." 
• " Perhaps I have," said Herries, indifferently ; 
*^ or if I have not, I am but in the case of half 
a dozen others whom government do not- think 
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worth lookidg after at this time of day, so they 
give no offence or disturbance.^^ 

" But you have given both, sir," said Nichck 
las Faggot, the clerk, who, having some petty 
proviodal situation, as I have since undel-stood, 
deemed himself bound to be zealous for govern- 
ment. <' Mr Justice Foxley cannot be answer- 
able for letting you pass free, now your name 
and surname have been spoken plainly but 
There are warrants out against you from the Se- 
cretary of State's office." 

" A proper allegation, Mr Attorney I that, at 
the distance of so many years, the Secretary of 
State should trouble himself about the unfortu- 
nate relics of a ruined cause,^ answered Mr 
Herries. ' 

" But if it be so,'' said the clerk, who seemed 
to assume more confidence upon tlie composure 
of Herries's demeanour; <^ and if cause has been 
given by the conduct of a gentleman himself, who 
hath been, it is alleged, raking up old matters, 
and mixing them ynih new subjects of disaffec* 
tion — I say, if it be so, I should advise the party, 
in his wisdom, to surrender himself quietly into 
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the lawful custody of the next Jusdce of Peace 
— Mr Foxley, suppose— *where, and by whom, the 
matter should be regularly inquured into. I am 
only putting a case,^' he added, watching with 
apprehension the effect which his words were 
like to produce upon the party to whom they 
were addressed. 

<* And were I to receive such advice,^ said 
Herries, with the same composure as before^- 
^^ putting the case, as you say, Mr Faggot — I 
should request to see the warrant which coun- 
tenanced such a scandalous proceeding.^ 

Mr Nicholas, by way of answer, placed in his 
hand a paper, and seemed anxiously to expect 
the consequences which were to ensue. Mr 
Herries looked it orer with the same equanimi- 
ty as before, and then conunued, ** And were 
such a scrawl as this presented to me in my own 
bouse^ I would throw it into the chimney, and Mr 
Faggot upon the top of it'' 

Accordingly, seconding the word with the ac- 
tion, he flung the warrant into the fire with one 
hand, and fixed the other, with a stem and irre- 
sistible gripe, on the breast of the attorney, who, 
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totally unable to contend with him^ in either per« 
sdnal strength or mental energy^ troubled like a 
chicken in the raven'^s clutch. He got off, how- 
ever, for the fright; for Henries, having probably 
made him fully sensible of the strength of his 
grasp, released him, with a scornful laugh. 

^' Deforcement— spuilzie— stouthrie£-4naster- 
ful rescue!* exclaimed Peter Peebles, scandalized 
at the reastance offered to the law in the person 
of Nicholas Faggot. But his shrill exclamations 
were drowned in the thundering voice of Harries, 
who, calling upon Cristal Nixon, ordered him 
to take the bawling fool down stairs, fill his belly, 
and then give him a guinea, and thrust him out of 
doors. Under such injunctions, Peter ea^y 
suffered himself to be withdrawn from the scene. 
Herries then turned to the Justice, whose 
visage, wholly abandoned by the rubicund hue 
which so lately beamed upon it, hung out the 
same pale livery as that of his dismayed clerk. 
<^ Old friend and acquaintance,* he said, *< you 
came here at my request, on a friendly errand, 
to convince this silly young man of the right 
which I have over his person for the present. I 
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trust you do not intend to make your Tisit tbe 
pretext of disquieting me about other matters? 
All the world knows that I have been living at 
large, in these northern counties,for some months^ 
not to say years, and might have been appre- 
hended at any time, had the necessities of the 
state required, or my own behaviour deserved 
it But no English magistrate has been unge- 
nerous enough to trouble a gentleman under 
misfortune, on account of political opinions and 
disputes, which have been long ended by the 
success of the reigning powers. I trust, my 
good friend, you will not endanger yourself, by 
taking any other view of the subject than you 
have done ever since we were acquainted i^ 

The Justice answered with more readiness, as 
well as more spirit than usual, *^ Neighbour In- 
goldsby—- what you say — is — eh— -in some sort 
true ; and when you were coming and going at 
markets, horse-races, and cock-fights,fair8,hunts, 
and such like— 'it was— eh — ^neither my business 
nor my wish to dispel— -I say— to inquire into 
and dispel the mysteries which hung. about you ; 
for while you were a good companion in the field, 
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and over a bottle now and then*-*! did nqt--^^ 
-r^ink it necessary to ask—- into jour prirate of* 
furs. Andif I thought you were-^abem-— -some- 
what unfortuitete in former undertakings^ and 
enterprizes, and connections, which might cause 
you to live unsettledly and more piivate, I oould 
have^-«*«h^^very little pleasure— ^to aggravate 
your case by interfering) or asking explanations^ 
which ace often more easily asked than given* 
But when there are warrants and wHnesseb to 
n^mesfc-and those names, christian and sumaine, 
belong t04— «h— ^an attainted person— charged—- 
I trust falsely — ^with— -ahem — taking advantage 
of modem broils and heart-burnings to renew our 
civil disturbances, the case is altered ; and I must 
-^<diem«— do my duty.^ 

The Justice got on his feet as he concluded 
this speech, and looked as bold as he could* I. 
drew close beside him and bis clerk, Mr Faggot, 
thinking the moment favourable for my own li- 
beration, and intimated to Mr Foxley my deter^ 
mination to stand by him. But Mr Herries only 
laughed at the menacing posture which we assu- 
med. " My good neighbour,^^ said he, " you 
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talk of a witness*— Is yon crazy be^ar a fit wit- 
ness in an affiiir of this nature ?^ 

** But you do not deny that you are Mr Har- 
ries of Birrenswork, mentioned in the Secretary 
of Staters warrant ?"" said Mr Foxley. 

*^ How can I deny or own anything about it ?^ 
said HerriiBs, with a sneer. << Tfaa-e is no such 
warrant in existence now ; its ashes, like the poor 
traitor whose doom it threatened^ have been dis- 
persed to the four winds of heaven. There is 
now no warrant in the world.^ 

^< But you will not deny,^ said the Justice, 
<^ that you were the person named in it ; and that 
—eh— your own act destroyed it ?'^ 

** I will neither deny my name nor my actions. 
Justice,^ replied Mr Herries, " when called upon 
by competent auth(H*ity to avow or defend them. 
But I will resist all impertinent attempts either 
to intrude into my private motives, or to control 
my person. I am quite well prepared to do so ; 
and I trust that you^ my good neighbour and 
brother sportsman, in your expostulation, and my 
friend Mr Nicholas Faggot here, in bis humble 
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advice and petition that I should surrender my- 
self, will consider yourselves as having amply 
discharged your duty to King George and Go- 
vernment*' 

The cold and ironical tone in which he made 
this declaration ; the look and attitude, so nobly 
expressive of absolute confidence in his own su- 
perior strength and energy, seemed to completie 
the indecision which had ahready shewn itself on 
the side of those whom he addressed. 

The Justice looked to the Clerk— the Clerk to 
the Justice ; the former hddy eWdy without bring- 
ing forth an articulate syllable ; the latter only 
said, *< As the warrant is destroyed, Mr Justice, 
I presume you do not mean to proceed with the 
arrest," 

*' Hum — ay— why no— Nicholas-— it would not 
be qui teadvisable — and as theforty-fi ve was an old 
affair-— 4md — ^hem — as my friend here will, I hope^ 
see bis error— -that is, if he has not seen it already 
—and renounce the Pope, the Devil, and the Pre- 
tender— I mean no harm, neighbour — ^I think we 
— as we have no posscy or constables, or the like 
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-— diould order our horses— and^ in one ,wordy 
look the matter oTer.^ 

<^ Judiciously resolved^^ said the person whom 
this decision affected ; *< but before you go, I 
trust you will drink and be friends.^ 

^< Why,^ said the JusUce^ rubbing his brow, 
** our business has been — hem— rather a thirsty 
one." 

" Cristal Nixon," said Mr Herries, " let Us 
have a cool tankard instantly, large enough to 
quench the thirst of the whole commission." 

While Cristal was absent on this genial er. 
rand, there was a pause, of which I endeavour- 
ed to avail myself, by bringing back the discourse 
to my own concerns. ^' Sir," I said to Justice 
Foxley, *^ I have no direct business with your 
late discussion with Mr Herries, only just thus 
far — You le^ve me, a loyal subject of King 
Greorge, an unwilling prisoner in the hands of a 
person whom you have reason to believe unfriend- 
ly to the Eing^s cause. I humbly submit that this 
is contrary to your duty as a magistrate, and that 
you ought to make Mr Herries aware of the ille- 
gality of his proceecHngs, and take steps for my 
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rescue^ either upon the spot, or, at least, as soon 
as possible after you have left this case— ~^ 

<< Young man,^^ said Mr Justice Foxley, ** I 
would bave you remember you are under the 
power, the lawful power— -ahem--of your guard- 
ian.'' 

^^ He calls himself so, indeed,'' I replied ; *< but 
he has shewn no evidence to establish so absurd 
a claim ; and if he had, his circumstances, as an 
attainted traitor excited from pardon, would 
void such a right, if it existed. I do therefore 
desire you, Mr Justice, and you, his clerk, to 
consider my situation, and afford me relief at your 
peril." 

<^ Hare is a young fellow now," said the Jus- 
tice, with much embarrassed looks,.'' thinks that 
I carry the whole statute law of England in my 
head, and a posse comitaMis to execute them in 
my pocket. Why, what good would my interfe- 
rence do ?— but^hum^-eh — I will speak toyour 
guardian in your favour." 

He took Mr Hemes aside, and seemed indeed 
to urge something upon him with much earnest- 
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ness ; and perhaps such a spedes of intereesucm 
was all which, in the circumstances, I was eatitled 
to expect from him. 

They often looked at me as they spoke toge- 
ther ; and as Cristal Nixon entered with a huge 
four-pottle tankard, filled with the beverage bis 
master had demanded, Herries turned away from 
Mr Foxley somewhat impatiently, saying, with 
emphasis, '< I give you my word of honour, that 
you have not the slightest reason to apprehend 
anything on bis account.^ He then took up the 
tankard, and saying aloud in Gaelic, ^' Slaint cm 
Rey^ just tasted the liquor, and handed the 
tankard to Justice Foxley, who, to avoid the di- 
lemma of pledging him to what might be the Pre- 
tender^s health, drank to Mr Herries's own, with 
much pointed solemnity, but in a draught far less 
moderate. 

The clerk imitated the example of his princi^. 
pal, and I was fain to follow their example ; for 
anxiety and fear are at least as thirsty as sorrow is 
said to be. In a word, we exhausted the compod-^ 
ticm of ale, sherry^lemon-tjuice, nutmeg, and other 
s 
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good things, stranded upon the silver bottom of 
the tankard, the huge toast, as well as the roasted 
orange, which had whilome floated joUily upon 
the brim, and rendered legible Dr Byrom^s cele- 
brated lines engraved thereon — 

God bless the King l-jQod bless the Faith's defender !~ 
God bless— No hann in blessing the Pretender. 
Who that Pretender is, and who that KiQg,^-. 
God bless us all^-Js quite another thing. 

I had time enough to study this eflPiirion of the 
Jacobite muse, while the Justice was engaged in 
the somewhat tedious ceremony of taking leave. 
That of Mr Faggot was less ceremonious ; but 
I suspect something berides empty compliment 
passed betwixt him and Mr Herries ; for I re- 
marked that the latter slipped a piece of paper 
into the hand of the former, which might perhaps 
be a little atonement for the rashness with which 
he had burned the warrant, and imposed no gen- 
tle hand on the respectable minion of the law by 
whom it was exhibited ; and I observed that he 
made this propitiation in such a manner as to be 
secret from the worthy clerk^s principal. 

12 
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When this wasr arranged, the party took leave 
of each other, with much formality on the part of 
Squire Foxley, amongst whose adieus the follow- 
ing phrase was chiefly remarkable :-— ^^ I presume 
you do not intend to stay long in these parts ?^ 

<^ Not for the present, Justice, you may be 
sure ; there are good reasons to the contrary. 
But I have no doubt of arran^ng my affairs, so 
that we shall speedily have sport together again.^ 

He went to wait upon the Justice to the court- 
yard; and, as he did so, commanded Cristal 
Nixon to see that I returned into my i^rtment 
Knawing it would be to no purpose to reast or 
tamper with that stubborn functionary, I obeyed 
in silence, and was once more a prisoner in my 
former quarters. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

BAASIS LATIMEB^S JOUBKAL, IN CONTIKUATION. 

I SPENT more than an hour, after returning to 
the apartment which I may call my prison, in re- 
dudng to writing the singular circumstances 
which I had just witnessed. Methought I could 
now form some guess at the character of Mr 
Herries, upon whose name and situation the late 
scene had thrown considerable light;— one of 
those fanatical Jacobites, doubtless, whose arms, 
not twenty years since, had shaken the British 
throne, and some of whom, though their party 
daily diminished in numbers, energy, and power, 
retained still an inclination to renew the attempt 
they had found so desperate. He was indeed 
perfectly different from the sort of zealous Jaco- 
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bites whom it had been my luck hitlierto to m^t 
with. Old ladies of family over their hyson, 
and grey-haired Uurds over their punch, I had 
often heard utter a little harmless treason ; while 
the former remembered having led down a dance 
with the Chevalier, and the latter recounted the 
feats they had perfoniied al Preston, Clifton, and 
Falkirk. 

The disaffection of such persons was too unim- 
portant to excite the attention of government. I' 
had heard, however, that there still existed parti- 
zans of the Stuart family, of a more daring and 
dangerous description ; men who, furnished with 
gold from Rome, moved, disguised and secretly, 
through the various classes of society, and endea- 
voured to keep alive the expiring zeal of their 
party. 

I had no difficulty in assigning an important 
post among this dass of persons, whose agency and 
exertion are only doubted by those who look on 
the surface of things, to this Mr Herries, whose 
mental energies, as well as his personal strength 
and activity, seemed to qualify him well to act so 
dangerous a part ; and I knew that^ all along the 
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western border, both in England and Scotland, 
there are so many Nonjurors, that such a person 
may reside there with absolute safety, unless it 
becomes, in a very especial degree, the object of 
the government to secure his person ; and which 
purpose, even then, might be disappointed by 
early intelligence, or, as in the case of Mr Fox- 
ley, by the unwillingness of provincial magistrates 
to interfere in what is now considered an invi- 
dious pursuit of the unfortunate. 

There have, however, been rumours lately, as 
if the present state of the nation, or at least of 
some discontented provinces, a^tated by a va- 
riety of causes, but particularly by the unpopu- 
larity of the present administration, may seem to 
this species of agitators a favo^rable period for re- 
commencing their intrigues ; while, on the other 
hand, government may not, at such a crisis, be in- 
clined to look upon them with the contempt which 
a few years ago would have been their most ap- 
propriate punishment. 

That men should be found rash enough to throw 
away their services and lives in a desperate cause, 
is nothing new in history, which abounds with in* 



Digitized by 



Google 



JOURNAL. CHAP. VIII. 165 

Stances of similar devotion — that Mr Henries is 
such an enthusiast, is no less evident ; but all this 
explains not his conduct towards me. Had he 
sought to make me a proselyte to his ruined 
cause, violence and compulsion were arguments 
very unlikely to prevail with any generous spirit 
But even if such were his object, of what use to 
him could be the acquisition of a single reluctant 
partizan, who could bring only his own person to 
support any quarrel which he might adopt? He 
had ckdmed over me the rights of a guardian ; 
he had more than hinted that I was in a state of 
mind which could not dispense with the autho- 
rity of such a person. Was this man, so stem- 
ly desperate in his purpose; he who seemed 
willing to take on his own shoulders the entire 
support of a cause which had been ruinous to 
thousands-->Was he the person that had the power 
of deciding on my fate ? Was it from him those 
dangers flowed, to secure me against which I had 
been educated under such circumstances of se- 
crecy and precaution ? 

And if this was so, of what nature was the 
claim which he asserted ?.^Was it that of pro^ 
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pinquity ? — And did I share the blood, perhaps 
the features, of this singular being i — Strange as 
it may seem, a thrill of awe, which shot across my 
mind at that instant, was not unmingled with a 
wild and mysterious feeling of wonder, almost 
amounting to pleasure. I remembered the re- 
flection of my own face in the mirror, at one 
striking moment during the singular interview of 
the day, and I hastened to the outward apart* 
ment to consult a glass which hung there^ whether 
it were possible for my countenance to be agidn 
contorted into the peculiar frown which so much 
resembled the terrific look of Hcrries. But I 
folded my brows in vain into a thousand compli- 
cated wrinkles, and I was obliged to conclude, 
either that the supposed mark on my brow was 
altogether imaginary, or that it could not be 
called forth by voluntary effort; or, in fine, 
what seemed most likely, that it was such a re- 
semblance as the imagination traces in the embers 
of a wood-fire, or among the varied veins of 
marble, distinct at one time, and obscure or in- 
visible at another, according as the combination 
of lines strikes the eye, or impresses the fancy. 
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While I was moulding my visage like a mad 
player, the door suddenly opened, and the girl 
of the house entered. Angry and ashamed at 
being detected in my angular occupation, I 
turned round sharply, and, I suppose, chance 
produced the change on my features which I had 
been in vain labouring to call forth. 

The girl started back, with her '< Don^t ye 
look so now— don^t ye, for lovers sake— you be 
as like the ould Squoire as— -But here a comes,** 
said she, huddling away out of the room ; *' and 
if you want a third, there is none but ould Harry, 
as I know of, that can match ye for a bent 
broo." 

As the girl muttered this exdamation, and 
hastened out of the room, Herries entered. He 
stopped on observing that I had looked agun to 
the mirror, anxious to trace the look by which 
the wench had undoubtedly been terrified. He 
seemed to guess what was passing in my mind, 
for, as I turned towards him, he observed, 
" Doubt not that it is stamped on your forehead 
-—the fatal maik of our race; though it is 
not now so apparent as it will become when age 
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and sorrow, and the traces of stormy jmsmons, 
and of bitter penitence, shall hw^e drawn their 
furrows on your brow,'* 

"** Mysterious man,^ I replied, " I know not of 
what you speak; your language is as dark as 
your purposes." 

^^ Sit down, then," he said, ^^ and listen; 
thus far, at least, must the veil of which you 
complain be raised. When unthdrawn, it will on* 
ly display guilt and sorr6w-*-^uilt, followed by 
strange penalty, and sorrow, which Providence 
has entailed lipon the posterity of the mourn- 
ers." 

He paused a moment, and commenced his nalr- 
rative, which he told with the air of one, who, 
remote as the events were which he recited, took 
still the deepest interest in them. The tone of 
his voice, which I have already described as rich 
and powerful, aided by its inflections the effects 
of his story, which I will endeavour to write 
down, as nearly as possible, in the very words 
which he used. 

<^ It was not of late years that our English 
neighbours learned, that their best chance of con- 
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quering their independent neighbours must be 
by introducing amongst them division and civil 
war. You need not be reminded of the state of 
thraldom to which Scotland was reduced by the 
unhappy wars betwixt the domestic factions of 
Brube and Baliol ; nor how, after Scotland had 
been emancipated from a foreign yoke, by the 
conduct and valour of the immortal Bruce, the 
whole fruits of the triumphs of Bannockbufn 
were lost in the dreadful defeats of Dupplin and 
Halidon; and Edward Baliol, the minion and 
feudatory of his namesake of England, seemed, 
for a brief season, in safe and uncontested pos- 
session of the throne, so lately occupied by the 
greatest general and wisest prince in Europe. 
But the experience oi Bruce had not died with 
him. There were many who had shared bis 
martial labours, and all remembered the success- 
ful efforts by which, under circumstances as dis- 
advantageous as those of his son, he had achieved 
the liberation of Scotland* 

^^ The usurper, Edward Baliol, was feasting 
with a few of his favourite retainers in the Casde 
of Annan, when he was suddenly surprised by a 
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chosen band of insurgent patriots. Their chiefs 
were, Douglas, Bandolpb, the young Earl of 
Moray, and Sir Simon Fraser; and their success 
was so complete, that Baliol was obliged to fly for 
his life, scarcely clothed, and xm a horse which 
there was no leisure to saddle. It was of im- 
portance to seize his person, if possible, and his 
flight was closely pursued by a valiant knight of 
Norman descent, whose family had been long 
settled in the marches of this country. Their 
Norman appellation was Fitz-Aldin, but this 
knight, from the great slaughter which he had 
made of the Southron, and the reluctance which 
he had shewn to admit them to quarter during 
the former wars of that bloody period^ had ac- 
quired the name of Redgauntlet, which he trans- 
mitted to his posterity—-" 

" Redgauntlet r I involuntarily repeated. 

" Yes, Redgauntlet," said my alleged guar- 
dian, looking at me keenly ; ^^ does that name 
recall any associations to your mind ?^ 

." No,'" I replied, " except that I lately heard 
it given to the hero of a supernatural legend."^ 

^^ There are many sudi current concerning 
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the family,^ he answered ; and then proceeded in 
his narrative. 

** Alberick Redgauntlet, the first of his house 
so termed, was, as may be supposed from his 
name, of a stem and implacable disposition, 
which had been rendered more so by family dis- 
cord. An only son, now a youth of eighteen, had 
shared so much the haughty spirit of his father, 
that he became impatient of domestic control, re- 
sisted paternal authority, and, finally, fled from 
his father'^s house, renounced his political opinions, 
and awakened his immortal displeasure by join- 
ing the adherents of Baliol. It was said that 
his father cursed, in his wrath, his degenerate 
offspring, and swore that, if they met, he should 
perish by his hand* Meantime, circumstances 
seemed to promise atonement for this great de- 
privation. The lady of Alberick Redgauntlet 
was again, after many years, in a situation which 
afforded her husband the hope of a more dutiful 
heir; 

^^ But the delicacy and deep interest of his 
wife^s situation did not prevent Alberick from en- 
gaging in the undertaking of Douglas and Mo- 
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ray. He had been the most forward in the at- 
tack of the castle, and was now foremost in the 
pursuit of Baliol, eagerly engaged in dispersing 
or cutting down the few daring followers who en- 
deavoured to protect the usurper in his flight 

^' As these were successively routed or slain, 
the formidable Redgaundet, the mortal enemy of 
the House of Baliol, was within two lances^ length 
of the fugitive Edward Baliol, in a narrow pass, 
when a youth, one of the last who attended the 
usurper in his flight, threw himself between 
them, received the shock of the pursuer, and 
was unhorsed and overthrown. The helmet roll- 
ed from his head, and the beams of the sun, then 
rising over the Solway, shewed Redgauntlet the 
features of his disobedient son, in the livery, and 
wearing the cognizance, of the usurper. 

'^ Redgauntlet beheld his son lying before his 
horse's feet ; but he also saw Baliol, the usurper of 
the Scottish crown, still, as it seemed, within his 
grasp, and separated from him only by the pro- 
strate body of his overthro¥m adherent Without 
pausing to inquire whether yoimg Edward was 
wounded, he dashed his spurs into his horse. 
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meaning to leap over him, but was unhappily 
frustrated of his purpose. The steed made in- 
deed a bound forward, but wais unable to clear 
the body of the youth, and with its hind foot 
struck him in the forehead, as he was in the act 
of rising. The blow was mortal. It is needless 
to add, that the pursuit was checked, and Baliol 
escaped. 

^< Redgauntlet, ferocious as he is described, was 
yet overwhelmed with the thoughts of the crime 
he had committed. When he returned to hb 
castle, it was to encounter new domestic sorrows. 
His wife had been prematurely seized with the 
pangs of labour, upon hearing the dreadful ca- 
tastrophe which had taken place. The birth of 
an infant boy cost her her life. Redgauntlet sat 
by her corpse for more than twenty-four hours 
without changing either feature or posture, so far 
as his terrified domestics could observe. The 
Abbot of Dundrennan preached consolation to 
him in vaiif. Douglas, who came to visit in hi^ 
affliction a patriot of such distinguished zeal, was 
more successful in rousing his attention. He 
caused the trumpets to sound an English point of 
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war in the court-yard, and Redgauntlet at once 
sprung to his arms, and seemed restored to the 
recollection, which had been lost in the extent of 
his misery. 

" From that moment, whatever he might feel 
inwardly, he gave way to no outward emotion. 
Douglas caused his infant to be farofi^^; but 
even the iron-hearted soldiers were struck n^th 
horror to obaerre, that, by the mysterious law of 
nstiire, the cause of his mother^s death, and the 
evidence of his father'*s guilt, was stamped on the 
innocent face of the babe, whose brow was dis- 
tinctly marked by the miniature resemblance of 
9 horse-shoe. Redgauntlet himself pointed it 
put to Douglas, saying, with a ghastly smile, 
* It should have been bloody.** 

<* Moved, as he was, to compassion for his bro- 
ther in arms, and steeled against all softer feel- 
ings by the habits of civil war, Douglas shuddered 
at this sight, and displayed a desire to leave the 
house which was doomed to be the scene of such 
horrors. As his parting advice, he exhorted Al- 
berick Redgauntlet to make a pilgrimage to Saint 
Nmian^s of Whiteherne, then esteemed a shrine 
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of great sanctity ; and departed mih a precipi- 
tation^ which might have aggravated, had that 
been possible, the forlorn state of his unhappy 
friend. But that seems to have been incapable 
of admitting any addition. Sir Alberick caused 
the bodies of hb slaughtered son and his mother 
to be laid side by side in the ancient chapel of his 
house ; but not before he had used the skill of a 
celebrated surgeon of that time to embalm them ; 
and it was said, that for many weeks he spent 
some hours nightly in the vault where they re- 
posed. 

** At length he undertook the proposed pilgri- 
mage to Whitehorne, where he confessed himself 
for the first time ^ce his misfortune, and was 
shrived by an aged monk, who afterwards died in 
the odour of sanctity. It is said, that it was then 
foretold to the Redgauntlet, that on account of his 
unshaken patriotism, his family should continue 
to be powerful amid the changes of future times ; 
but that, in detestation of his unrelenting cruelty 
to his own issue. Heaven had decreed that the 
valour of his race should always be fruitless, and 
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that the cause 'which they espoused should never 
prosper. 

^< Submitting to such penance as was there im- 
posedy Sir Alberick went, it is thought, on a piU 
grimage either to Bome, or to the Holy Sepulchre 
itself. He was universally considered as dead ; and 
it was nbt till thirteen years afterwards, that, in the 
great battle of Durham, fought between David 
Bruce and Queen Fhilippa of England, a knight, 
bearing a horse-shoe for his crest, appeared in the 
van of the Scottish army, distinguishing himself 
by his reckless and desperate valour ; who being 
at length overpowered and slain, was finally dis* 
covered to be the brave and unhappy Sir Albe« 
rick Redgauntlet.'*^ 

^^ And has the fatal sign,^ said I, when Har- 
ries had ended his narrative, '^ descended on all 
the posterity of this unhappy house ?^ 

*^ It has been so handed down from anti- 
quity, and is still believed,^ said Herries. ^' But 
perhaps there is, in the popular evidence, some- 
thing of that fancy which creates what it sees. 
Certainly, as other families have peculiarities by 
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which they are distinguished, this of Redgaunt. 
let is marked in most individuals by a smgular 
indenture of the forehead, supposed to be de* 
rived from the son of Alberick, their ancestor, 
and brother to the unfortunate Edward, who had 
perished in so piteous a manner. It is. certain 
there seems to have been a fate upon the House 
of Redgauntlet, which has been on the losing ride 
in almost aU the dvil broils which have divided 
the kingdom of Scotland, from David Bruce^s 
days, till the late valiant and unsuccessful attempt 
of the Chevalier Charles Edward.^ 

He concluded with a deep agh, as one whom 
the subject had involved in a train of painful re- 
flections. 

^^ And am I then,^ I exclaimed, << descended 
from this unhappy race ? — ^Do you too belong to 
it ?-— And if so, why do I sustain restrtdnt and 
hard usage at the hands of a relation ?^ 

*^ Inquire no farther for the present,^ he said. 
^ The line of conduct which I am pursuing to- 
wards you, is dictated not by choice, but by ne« 
cessity. You were withdrawn from the bosom 
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of yQur faimly, and the care of your legal guard- 
ian, by the timidity and ignorance of a doting 
mother, who was incapably of estimating the ar- 
guments or fedings of those who prefer honour 
and principle to fortune, and eyen toJife. The 
young hawk, aocuatomed only to the fpstering 
caxe of its dam, must be tamed by darl^ness find 
sleei^ssnoss, ere it is trusted on the wing for the 
purposes of the falconer,^ 

I was appalled at this declaration, which seem- 
ed to threaten a long continuance, and a danger* 
ous termination, of my captivity. I deemed it 
best, however, to shew some spirit, and at the 
same time to mingle a tone of conciliation. ^* Mr 
Herries,'* I said, " (if Tcall you rightly by that 
name,) let us speak upon this matter without the 
tone of mystery and fear in which you seem in- 
dined to envelope it I have been long, alas ! 
deprived of the ^are of that affectionate mother 
to whom you allude—long under the charge of 
strangers— and compelled to form my own reso^ 
lutions upon the reasoning of my own mind. Mis- 
fortune—early deprivation-— has given me the 
privilege of acting for myself ; and constraint 
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diall not deprive me of an Englishman's best pri^ 
vilcge.'' 

« The true cant of the day,** said Hemes, in 
atone of scorn. ^^ The priiolege of free action be- 
longs to no mortal-— we are tied down by the fet- 
ters of duty— Hour path is Hmited by the regula-- 
tions of honour-— our most indiffin^ent actions are 
but meshes of the web of destiny by whidi we 
are all surrounded.'** 

He paced the room rapidly, and proceeded in 
a tone of enthusiasm which, joined to some other 
parts of his conduct, seems to intimate an over- 
exdted ima^nation, were it not contradicted by 
the general tenor of his speech and conduct 

^ Nothing,^ he said, in an earnest yet mdan- 
choly vcnce— *^ nothing is the work of chance—^ 
nothing is the consequence of free-will—- the li- 
berty of which the Englishman boasts, gives as 
little real freedom to its owner, as the despotism 
of an Eastern Sultan permits to his slave. The 
usurper, William of Nassau, went forth to hunt; 
and thought, doubtless, that it was by an act of 
his own royal pleasure that the horse of his 
murdered victim was prepared for his kingly 
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sport But Heaven had other views ; and before 
the sun was high, a stumble of that very animal 
over an obstacle so incon^derable as a mole-hil- 
lock, cost the haughty lider his life and his usui^ 
edcrown. Do you think an indinadon of therein 
could have avoided that trifling impediment ?— I 
tell you, it crossed his way as inevitably as all the 
long chain of Caucasus could have done. Yes, 
young man, in doing and suffering, we play but 
the part allotted by Destiny, the manager of 
this strange drama, stand bound to act no more 
than is prescribed, to say no more than is set 
down for us ; and yet we mouth about free will, 
and j&eedom of thought and action, as if Rich- 
ardmust not die, or Richmond conquer, exactly 
where the Audior has decreed it shall be so r 

He continued to pace the room after this 
speech, with folded arms and downcast looks ; 
and the sound of his steps and tone of his voice 
brought to my remembrance, that I had heaid 
thiasingular person, when I met him on a former 
OGcatton, uttering such soliloquies in his solitary 
chamber. I observed, that, like other Jacobites, 
in his inveteracy against the memory of King 
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William^he hadadopted the partyoinnioii that the 
Monarch, on the day he had hia fatal aocidenty 
rode upon a horse once the property of the un- 
fortunate Sir John Friend, executed for High 
Treason in 1696. 

It was not my buuness to aggravate, but, if 
possible, rather to soothe, him in whose power I' 
was so singularly placed. When I conceived 
that the keenness of his feelings had in some de- 
gree subsided, I answered him as follows :«»-^^ I 
will not-^-indeed I feel myself incompetent to ar- 
gue a question of such metaphysical subtlety, as 
that whidi involves the limits betwixt free will 
and predestinationu Let us hope we may live 
honestly and die hopefully, unthout being obliged 
to form a decided opinion upon a point ao fiurbt* 
yond our comprehennon.^ 

^^ Wisely resolved,^ he said, with a sneer--* 
^* there came a note from some Geneva sermon.^ 

<< But,^ I proceeded, << J, call your attention to 
the fact, that I, as well as you, am acted upon by 
impulses, the result either of my own free will, or 
the consequences of the part which is assigned to 
me by Destiny. These may be^-Mmy, at present 
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tfaey are*-in direct contradiction to those by 
which you are actuated ; and how shall we dedde 
which shall have precedence f'^You perhaps feel 
yourself destined to act as my jailor. I feel my- 
self, on the contrary, destined to attempt and 
effect my escape. One of us must be wrong, but 
who can say which errs till the event has dedded 
betwixt us r 

<* I shall feel myself destined to have recourse 
to severe modes of restraint,^ said he, in the same 
tone of half jest, half earnest, which I had used. 

** In that case,'* I answered, ** it will be my 
destiny to attempt everything fdr my freedom.** 

*^ And it may be mine, young man,** he replied, 
in a deep and stem tone, ^* to take care that you 
should rather die than attain your purpose.** 

This was speaking out indeed, and I did not 
aUow him to go unanswered. ^^ You threaten 
me in vain,** said I ; " the laws of my countfy 
will protect me ; or whom they cannot protect, 
they will avenge.** 

I spoke this firmly, and he seemed for a mo^ 
ment silenced ; and the scorn with which he at last 
answered me, had something of affectation in it. 
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<< The laws !^* he said ; << and what, stripling, 
do you know of the laws of your country ?^- 
Could you learn jurisprudence under a base-born 
blotter of parchment, such as Saunders Fair- 
ford ; or from the empty pedantic coxcomb, his 
son, who now, forsooth, writes himself advocate ^ 
—-When Scotland was herself, and bad her own 
King and Legislature, such plebdian cubs, in- 
stead of bdng called to the bar of her Supreme 
Courts, would scarce have been admitted to the 
honour of bearing a sheep»skin process-bag.*" 

Alan, I could not bear this, but answered in- 
dignantly, that he knew not the worth and ho- 
nour from which he was detracting. 

'< I know as much of these Fairfords as I do of 
you,** he replied. 

" As much,^ said I, '< and as little; for you 
can neither estimate their real* worth nor mine. 
I know you saw them when last in Edinburgh.^ 

<' Ha !^ he exclaimed, and turned on me an in- 
quisitive look. 

^' It is true,^ said I ; ^* you cannot deny it ; 
and having thus shewn you that I know something 
of your motions, let me warn you I have modes of 
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oommunication with which you are not acquaint- 
ed. Oblige me not to use them to your preju- 
dice.'' 

<* Prejudice meT he replied. " Young man^ 
I smile at, and forgiye your folly. Nay, I will 
tell you that of which you are not aware, name- 
ly, that it was from letters received from these 
Fairfords that I first suspected, what the result 
of my visit to them confirmed, that you were the 
person whom I had sought for years.'' 

<' If you learned this," said I, ^^ from the pa- 
pers which were about my penKXi on the night 
when I was under the necessity of becoming your 
guest at Brokenbum, I do not envy your indif- 
ference to the means of acquiring infonnation. 
It was dishonourable to " 

^' Peace, young man," said Herries, more calm- 
ly than I might have expected ; ^^ the word dis- 
honour must not be mentioned as in conjunction 
with my name. Your pocket-book was in the 
pocket of your coat, and did not escape the curi- 
osity of another, though it would have been sacred 
from mine. My servant, Cristal Nixon, brought 
me the intelligence after you were gone. I was 
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displeased with the maimer in which he had ac- 
quired his information ; but it was not the less 
my duty to ascertain its truth, and for that pur- 
pose I went to Edinburgh. I was in hopes to per- 
suade Mr Fairford to have entered into my views; 
but I found him too much prgudiced to permit 
me to trust him. He is a wretched, yet a timid 
slave c^ the presaat government, under which our 
unhappy country is dishonourably enthralled; 
and it would have been altogether unfit and un- 
safe to have entrusted him with the secret either 
of the right which I possess to direct your actions, 
or of the manner in which I purpose to exer- 
cise it'* 

I was determined to take advantage of his con^ 
municative humour, and obtain, if possible, more 
light upon his purpose. He seemed most acces- 
sible to being pqued on the point of honour, and 
I resolved to avail myself, but inih caution, 
of his sensibility upon that topic. ^^ You say,'^ 
I replied, " that you are not friendly to indirect 
practices, and disapprove of the means by which 
your domestic obtained information of my name 
and quality— Is it honourable to avail yourself 
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of that knowledge which is dishonourably ob- 
tained ?"" 

<^ It is boldly asked,^ he repUed ; " but, within 
certain necessary limits, I dislike not bcddness of 
expostulation. You have, in this short confier« 
ence, displayed more diameter and energy than 
I was prepared to expect Yqu ndU, I tros^ re- 
semUe a forest planft, which has indeed, by some 
accident, been brought up in the green^hDUse,and 
dius rendered delicate and effeminate, but which 
regains its naUve firmness and tenacity, when ex- 
posed for a season to the winter idr. I will ai^ 
swer your question pliunly*— In business, as in 
war, spies and informers are necessary evils,whidi 
.all good men detest ; but which yet all prudent 
men must use, unless they mean to fight and act 
blindfold. But nothing can justify the use of 
falsehood and treachery in our own person.^ 

<^ You sind to the dider Mr Fairford,^ conti- 
nued I, with the same boldness, which I b^an 
to find was my best game, ^' that I was the son 
of Ralph Latimer of Langcote-Hall ?— How do 
you reconcile tlus with your late assertion that 
my name is not Latimer i^ 
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He oobured as he repBed, ** The doting old 
fool lied ; or perhaps mistook my meami^. I 
said, that gentleman might be your fiither. To 
say truth, I wished you to visit England, your na- 
tive country ; because, when you might do so, 
my rights over you would revive.^ 

This speech fully led me to understand a cau- 
tion which had been often impreased upon me, 
that, if I regarded my safe^, I should not cross 
the Southern Border; and I cursed my own 
folly, which kept me fluttering like a moth around 
the candle, until I was betrayed into the calamity 
with which I had dallied. ** What are those 
rights,^ I said, *^ which you claim over me ?— 
To what end do you propose to turn them ?^ 

^* To a weighty one, you may be certain,^ wa^ 
swered Mr Herries ; '< but I do not at present 
mean to communicate to you either its nature or 
extent You may Judge of its importance, when, 
in order entirely to possess myself of your person, 
I condescended to mix myself with the fellowB 
who destroyed the fishing station of yon wretched 
Quaker. That I held him in contempt, and was 
displeased at the greedy devices with which he 
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ruined a manly sporty is true enough ; but^ un- 
less as it favoured my designs on you, he might 
have, for me, nudntained his stake-nets till SoL- 
way should cease to ebb and flow.^ 

<< Alas r I said, <^ it doubles my misfiMrtune 
to have been the unwilling cause of misfortune to 
an honest and friendly man.^ 

'^ Do not grieve for that,^ said Herries; 
<* honest Joshua is one of those who^ by dint of 
long prayers, can possess themselves of widows' 
houses-«he will quickly repair his losses. When 
he sustains any mishap, he and the other canters 
set it down as a debt against Heaven, and by 
way of set-off, practise rogueries without com« 
punction, till they make the balance even, or 
incline it to the winning side. Enough of this for 
the presenti^I must immediately shift my quar- 
ters ; for although I do not fear the over*2eal of 
Mr Justice Foxley or his derk will lead them to 
any extreme measure, yet that mad Bcoundrel^s 
unhappy recogmtion of me may make it more 
serious for them to connive at me, and I must 
not put their patience to an over severe trial 
You must prepare to attend me, either as a 
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captive or a oompanion ; if as the latter, you 
must give your parole of honour to attempt no 
escape. Should you be so ill advised as to break 
your word once pledged^ be assured that I will 
Uow your brains out, without a moments 
scruple*^ 

^^ I am ignorant of your plans and purposes,^ 
I replied, *^ and cannot but hold them danger- 
ous. I do not mean to aggravate my present 
atuation by any unavailing resistance to the su- 
perior force which detains me ; but I will not re- 
nounce the ri^t of asserting my natural freedom 
should a favourable opportunity occur. I wiU, 
therefore, rather be your prisoner than your con-^ 
federate.*" 

*^ That is spoken fairly," he said ; " and yet 
not widiout the canny caution of one brought up 
in the Gude Town of Edinburgh. On my part, 
I will impose no unnecessary hardship upon 
you; but, on the contrary, your journey shall 
be made as easy as is condstent with your be- 
ing kept safely. Do you feel strong enough to 
ride on horseback as yet, or would you prefer a 
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carriage? The former mode of tiaveUing is best 
adapted to the country through which we are to 
travel, but you are at liberty to choose between 
them* 

I said» ** I felt my strength gradually return- 
ing, and that I should much prefer traveling 
on horseback. A carriage,^ I added, ^' is so 
dose——** 

<* And so eadly guarded,* replied Herries, 
with a look as if he would have penetrated my 
very thoughts,—-^' that, doubtless, you think 
horseback better calculated for an escape.* 

** My thoughts are my own,* I answered; 
<< and though you keep my person prisoner, these 
are beyond your control.* 

" O, I can read the book,* he said, ** without 
opening the leaves. But I would recommend to 
you to make no rash attempt, and it will be my 
care to see that you have no power to make any 
that is like to be eflfectual. Linen, and all other 
necessaries for one in your circumstances, are 
amply provided. Cristal Nixon will act as your 
valet,— I should rather, perhaps, say, yourjf^Mm^ 
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de chambre. Your travdling dreM you may 
perhaps consider as singular ; but it is such as 
the circumstances reqiiire ; and, if you object to 
use the articles prepared for your use, your mode 
of journeying will be as personally unpleasant as 
that which conducted you hither. Adieu — We 
now know each other better than we did-— it will 
not be my fault if the consequences of farther in- 
timacy be not a more favourable mutual opi* 
nion.** » 

He then left me, with a civil good nighty to 
my own reflections, and only turned back to 
say, that we should proceed on our journey at 
day4>reak next morning, at farthest ; perhi^ 
earlier, he said, but ccMuplimented me by sup- 
posing that, as I was a sporUman, I must always 
be ready for a sudden start. 

We are then at issue, this angular man and 
myself. His personal views are to a certain 
point explained. He has chosen an antiquated 
and desperate line of politics, and he claims, from 
some pretended tie of guardianship, or relatbn- 
ship, which he does not deign to explain, but 
which he seems to have been able to pass current 
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on a silly country justice and his knavish derk, 
a right to direct and to control my motions. The 
danger which awaited me in England, and which 
I might have escaped had I remained in Scotland, 
was doubtless occaaoned by the authority of this 
man. But what my poor mother might fear for me 
as a child— what my English friend, Samuel 6rif.i 
fiths, endeavoured to guard against during my 
youth and nonage, is now, it seems, come upon 
me ; and, imder a legal pretext, I am detained 
in what must be a most ill^al manner, by a per- 
son, too, whose own political inununities have 
been forfeited by his conduct. It matters not— 
my mind is made up-— neither persuasion nor 
threats shall force me into the desperate designs 
which this man meditates. Whether I am of the 
trifling consequence which my life hitherto seems 
to intimate, or whether I have (as would appear 
from my adversary's conduct,) such importance, 
by birth or fortune, as may make me a desirable 
acquiflitlon to a political faction, my resolution is 
taken in ather cftse. Those who read this Jour- 
nal, if it shall be perused by impartial eyes^ shall 
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judge of me truly; and if. theycoufiider me*«^ a 
fool in encountering danger unnecessarily, tjbey 
shall have no reason to believe me a cowftrd 
or a turncoat, when I find myself engaged in it. 
I have been bred in sentiments of attachment to 
the family on the throne, and in these sentiments 
I will live and die. I have, indeed, some idea 
that Mr Henries has already discovered that I 
am made of different and more unmalleable 
metal than he had at first believed. There were 
letters from my dear Alan Fairford, giving a 
ludicrous account of my instability of temper, 
in the same pocket-book, which, according to 
the admisfflon of my pretended guardian, fell 
under the investigation of his domestic, during 
the night I passed at Brokenbum, where, as I 
now recollect, my wet clothes, with the contents 
of my pockets, were, with the thoughtlessness of 
a young traveller, committed too rashly to the 
care of a strange servant And my kind friend 
and hospitable landlord, Mr Alexander Fairford, 
may also, and with justice, have spoken of my 
levities to this man. Bat he shall find he has 
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made a false estimate upon these plausible 
grounds, whc c 

I must break ofPfor the present. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

OAR8IE LATIMER^S JOURNAL, IN CONTINUATION. 

TUKRK is at length a halt— at length I have 
gained so much privacy as to enable me to con« 
tinue my Journal. It has become a sort of task of 
duty to me, without the discharge of which I do 
not feel that the business ot the day is performed. 
True, no friendly eye may ever look upon these 
labours, which have amused the solitary hours 
of an unhappy prisoner. Yet, in the meanwhile, 
the exercise of the pen seems to act as a sedative 
upon my own agitated thoughts and tumultuous 
passions. I never lay it down but I rise stronger 
in resolution, more ardent in hope. A thousand 
vague fears, wild expectations, and indigested 
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schemes, hurry through one^s thoughts in seasons 
of doubt and of danger. But by arresting them 
as they flit across the mind, by throwing them 
on paper, and even by that mechanical act com- 
pelling ourselves to consider them with scru- 
pulous and minute attention, we may perhaps 
escape becoming the dupes of our own excited 
imagination; just as a young horse is cured of 
the vice of starting, by being made to stand still 
and look for some time without any interruption 
at the cause of its terror. 

There remains but one risk^ which is that of 
discovery. But, besides the small chiffacters in 
which my redd^Eice in Mr Fairford'^s house ena- 
bled me to excel, for the purpose of transferring 
as many scroll sheets as possible to a huge dieet 
of stamped paper, I have, as I have elsewhere in- 
timated, had hitiierto the comfortable reflection, 
that if the record of my misfortunes should fall 
into the hands of him by whom they are caused, 
they would, without harming any one, shew him 
the real character and disposition of the person 
who has become his pri6oner--^)erhaps hb vic- 
tim. Now, however, that other names, and other 
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characters, are to be mingled with the register of 
my own sentiments, I must take additional care 
of these papers, and keep them in such a man^ 
ner that, in case of the least hazard of detec- 
tion, I may be able to destroy them at a mo^ 
menf s notice* I shall not soon or eaoly forget 
the lesson I have been taught, by the prying 
disposition which Cristal Nixon, this man^s agent 
and oonfederate, manifested at Brokenburn, and 
which proved the original cause of my suffer- 
ings. 

My laying aside the last sheet of my journal 
hastily, was occasioned by the unwonted sound 
of a violin, in the farm^yard beneath my wix^ 
dows. It will not appear surprising to those 
who have made music their study, that, after 
listening to a few notes, I became at once assured 
that the musician was no other than the itine- 
rant, formerly mentioned as present at the de- 
struction of Joshua Oeddes^s stake-nets, the su- 
perior delicacy and force of whose execution 
would enable me to swear to his bow amongst a 
whole orchestra. I had the less reason to doubt 
his identity, because he played twice over the 
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beautiful Scottish air called Wandering WilKe; 
and I could not help concluding that be did so 
for the purpose of intimating his own presence, 
since that was what the French call the nom de 
gtterre of the performer. 

Hope will catch at the most feeble twig for 
support in extremity. I knew this man, though 
deprived of sight, to be bold, ingenious, and per« 
fectly capable of actmg as a guide. I believed 
I had won his good- will, by having, in a frolic, 
assumed the character of his partner ; and I re- 
membered that, in a wild, wandering, and disor- 
derly course of life, men, as they become loosen- 
ed from the ordinary bonds of civil society, hold 
those of comradeship more closely sacred; so 
that honour is sometimes found among thieves, 
and faith and attachment in such as the law has 
termed vagrants. The history of Richard Coeur 
de Lion and his minstrel, Blondel, rushed, at the 
same time, on my mind, though I could not even 
then suppress a smile at the dignity of the exam- 
ple, when applied to a blind fiddler and myself* 
Still there was something in all this to awaken a 
hope, that, if I could open a correspondence with 
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this poor violer^ he might be useful in extricating 
me from my present situation. 
. His profession furnished me with some hope 
that this desired communication might be attain- 
ed; since it is well known that, in Scotland, 
where there is so much national music, the words 
and. airs of which are generally, known, there is 
a kind of free-masonry amongst performers, by 
which they can, by the mere choice of a tune, 
express a great deal to the hearers. Personal 
allusions are often made in this manner, with 
much pcHUt and pleasantry ; and nothing is more 
usual at public festivals, than that the air played 
to accompany a particular health or .toast, is 
made the vehicle of compliment, of wit, and 
sometimes of satire. 

While these things passed through my mind 
rapidly, I heard my friend beneath recommence, 
for the third time, the air from whieh his own 
name had been probably adopted, when he was 
interrupted by his rustic auditors. 

^^ If thou canst play no other spring but that, 
mon, ho hadst best put up ho's poipes and be 
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jog^g. Squoire will be back anon, or Master 
Nixon, and we^ll see who will pay poiper then.^ 
Obo, thought I, if I have no sharper earn 
than those of my fiiends Jan and Dorcas to en*** 
counter, I may venture an experiment upon them; 
and, as most expressive of my state of captivity, 
I sung two or three lines of the lS7th psalm— 

<* By Babel's streams we sat and wept*' 

The country people listened with attention, and, 
when I ceased, I heard them whisper together in 
tones of eommisera^n, *^ Lack-a-day, poor soul ! 
so i^etty a man to be beside his wits T 

^< An he be that gate^^ said Wandering Willie^ 
in a tone calculated to reach my ears, ^< I ken 
naething will raise his spirits like a spring.* 
And he struck up, with great vigour and spirit, 
the lively Scotch air, the worda of which instant- 
ly occurred to me,—- 

M Oh whisde and FU come t'ye, my lad. 
Oh whistle and I'll come t'ye, my lad ; 
Though Either and mother and a' should gae mad, 
Oh whistle and I'll come t'ye, my lad." 

I soon heard a clattering noise of feet in the 
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court-yard, which I concluded to be Jan and 
Dorcas dancing a jigg in their Cumberland wood- 
en clogs. Under cover of this din, I endeavour- 
ed to answer Willie^s signal by whistling, as loud 
as I could, 

'^ Come back again and lo'e me 
When a' the lave aie gane." 

He instantly threw the dancers out, by changing 
his air to 

«« There's my thumb, 111 ne'er bqpiile thee. 

I no longer doubted that a communication 
betwixt us was happily estabhshed, and that, if 
I had an opportunity of speaking to the poor 
mueddan, I should find him willing to take my 
letter to the post, to invoke the asiustanoe of 8<»ne 
active magistrate, or of the commanding o£B[cer 
of Carlisle Castle, or,/in A$oriy to do whatever 
else I could point out, in the compass of his 
power, to contribute to my liberation. But to 
obtain speech of him, I must have run the risk 
of alarming the suspicions of Dorcas, if not 
of her yet more stupid Corydon. My ally's 
blindness prevented his receiving any oommuni- 

4 
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cation by ^gns from the window— -even if I could 
have ventured to make them, consistently with 
prudence — so that, notwithstanding the mode of 
intercourse we had adopted, was both circuitous 
and peculiarly liable to misapprehension, I saw 
nothing I could do better than to continue it, 
trusting my own and my correspondent's acute- 
ness, in applying to the airs the meaning they 
were intended to convey. I thought of singing 
the words themselves of some significant song, 
but feared I might, by doing so, attract suspi- 
cion. I endeavoured, therefore, to intimate my 
speedy departure from my present place of resi- 
dence, by whistling the well-known air with 
which festive parties in Scotland usually con*- 
clude the dance. 

*' Good Wight and joy be wi' ye a*, 
For here nae laoger maun I stay ; 
There's neither friend nor foe of mine 
But wishes that I were away.** 

It appeared that Willie's powers of intelligence 
were much more active than mine, and that, 
like a deaf person, accustomed to be spoken to 
by signs, he comprehended, from the very first 
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notes, the whole meaning 1 intended to convey; 
and he accompanied me in the £ur with his violin, 
in such a manner as at once to shew he under- 
stood my meaning, and to prevent my whistling 
from being attended to. 

His reply was almost immediate, and was con- 
veyed in the old martial air of " Hey, Johnnie 
lad, cock up your beaver.'*' I run over the words, 
and fixed on the following stanza, as most appli- 
cable to my circumstances i-^ 

*' Cock up your beaver, and oock it iu' sprush. 
Well over the Border and give them a brush ; 
There's somebody there we'll teach better behaviour-* 
Hey, Johnnie lad, cock up ypur beaver." 

If these sounds alluded, as I hope they do, to 
the chance of assistance from my Scottish friends, 
I may indeed consider that a door is open to hope 
and freedom. I immediately replied with, 

*' My heart's in the Hi;.>hlands, my heart is not here ; 
My heart's in the Highlands, a-chasing the deer ; 
A-chasing the wild deer, and following the roe ; 
My heart's in the Highlands wherever I go. 

Farewell to the Highlands ! farewell to the North | 
The birth-place of valour, the cradle of worth ; 
Wherever I wander, wherever I rove. 
The hills of the Highlands for ever I lov^" 
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Willie instantly piayed, with a degree of spi- 
rit which might have awakened hope in Despair 
herself, if Despair could be supposed to under- 
stand Scotch music, the fine old Jacobite air, 

'^ For a' that, and a' Ihat, 
And twice as much as a' that.** 

I next endeavoured to intimate my wish to 
send notice of my condition to my fiiends ; and, 
despairing to find an air su£Bci^itly expres^ve 
of my purpose, I ventured to sii^ a verse, which, 
in various forms, occurs so frequently in old bal- 
lad s-» 

^' Whare will I get a bonny boy 

That will win hose and ^oon ; 
That will gae down to Durisdeer, 

And bid my meny men come ?*' 

He drowned the latter part of the verse by 
playing, with much emphasis, 

«' Kind Robin lo'es me." 

Of this, though I ran over the verses of the 
song in my mind, I could make nothing ; and 
before I could contrive any mode of intimating 
my uncertainty, a cry arose in the court-yard that 
Cristal^ Nixon was coming. My faithful Willie 
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was obliged to retreat; but not before be had 
half played, half hummed, by way of farewell, 

' ^^ Leave thee—leave thee, lad» 
111 never leave thee ; 
The stars shall gae withenhint 
Ere I will leave thee." 

I am thus, I think, secure of one trusty adhe- 
rent in my misfortunes ; and, however whimsical 
it may be to rely much on a man of this idle pro- 
femooy and deprived of sight withal, it is deeply 
impressed c»i my mitid, that his services may be 
both useful and necessary. There is another 
quarter from which I look for succour, mid which 
I have indicated to thee, Alan, in more than one 
passage of my Journal. Twice, at the early hour 
of day-break, I have seen the individual alluded 
to in the court of the farm, and twice she made 
signs of recognition in luiswer to the gestures by 
which I endeavoured to make her comprehend 
my situation ; but on both occasions, she pressed 
her finger on her lips, as expresidve of silence and 
secrecy. 

The manner in which G. M. entered upon the 
scene for the first time, seems to assure me of her 
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good will, so far as her power may reach ; and I 
have many reasons to believe it is considerable. 
Yet she seemed hurried and firightened during 
the very tranntory moments of our interview, 
and I think was, upon the last occasi<»i, startled 
by the entrance of some one into the farm-yard, 
just as she was on the point of addressing me^ 
You must not ask whether I am an early riser, 
since such delights are only to be seen at day- 
break; and although I have never again se^i 
her, yet I have reason to think she is not distant. 
It was but three nights ago» that, worn out by 
the unifcNrraity of my confinement, I had mani- 
fested more symptoms of despondence than I had 
before exhibited, wluch I conceive may have at- 
tracted the attention of the domestics, through 
whom the circumstance might transpire. On 
the next morning, the following lines lay on my 
table ; but how conveyed there, I cannot tell. 
The hand in which they are written is a beauti- 
ful Italian manuscript : — 

<^ As lords iheir labourers' hire delay, 
Pate quits our toil with hopes to come, 

Which, if far short of present pay, 
Still owns » debt and names a sum. 
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Quit not the pledge, frail sufferer, tbeo^ 

Although a distant date be given ; 
Despair is treason towards man, 

And blasphemy to Heaven**' 

'That these lines are written with the friendly 
— ^the more than friendly purpose of inducing me 
to keep up my spirits, I cannot doubt ; and I 
trust the manner in which I shall conduct myself 
may shew that the pledge is accepted. 

The dress is arrived in which it seems to be my 
self-elected guardian^s pleasure that I shall tra- 
vel ; and what does it prove to be ?— -A skirt, 
or upper-petticoat of camlet, like those worn by 
country ladies of moderate rank when on horse- 
back, with such a riding-mask as they frequently 
use on journies to preserve their eyes and com- 
plexion from the sun and dust, and sometimes, it 
is suspected, to enable them to play off a little 
coquetry. From the use of the mask, however, 
I suspect I shall be precluded ; for instead of be- 
ing only pasteboard, covered with black velvet, I 
observe with anxiety that mine is thickened with a 
plate of steel, which, like Quixote''s visor, serves 
to render it more strong and durable. 

This apparatus, together with a steel clasp for 
9 
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securing the mask behind me with a padlock, 
gave me fearful recollections of the unfortunate 
being, who, never being permitted to lay aside 
such a visor, acquired the well-known historical 
epithet of the Man in the Iron Mask. I hesita- 
ted a moment whether I should so far submit to 
the acts of oppres&on designed against me as to 
assume this disguise, which was, of course, oon* 
trived to aid their purpofle& But then I remem- 
bered Mr Herries^s du»at, that I would be kept 
close prisoner in a carriage, unless I assumed the 
dress which should be appointed for me ; and I 
considered the comf^arative degree of freedom 
which I might purchase by wearing the mask and 
female dress, as easily and advantageously pur. 
chased* Here, therefore, I must pause for the 
present, and await what the morning may bring 
forth. 
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[To carry on the story from th^ documents 
before us, we think it proper here to drop the 
Journal of the captive Darsde Latimer,and adopt, 
instead, a narrative of the proceedings of Alan 
Fairford in pursuit of his friend, which forms 
another series in this history.] 
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CHAPTER X- 

NARRATIVE OF ALAN FAIRFORD. 

The reader ought, by this time, to have form- 
ed some idea of the character of Alan Fairford. 
He had a warmth of heart which the study of 
the law and of the world could not chill, and ta- 
lents which they had rendered unusually acute. 
Deprived of the personal patronage enjoyed by 
most of his contemporaries, who assumed the 
gown under protection of their aristocratic al- 
liances and descents, he early saw that he would 
have that to achieve for himself which fell to 
them as a right of birth. He laboured hard in 
silence and solitude, and his labours were crown- 
ed with success. But Alan doated on his friend 
Darsie, even more than he loved his profession. 
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and, as we have seen, threw everything aside when 
he thought Latimer in danger ; forgetting fame 
and fortune, and hazarding even the serious dis- 
pleasure of his father, to rescue him whom he 
loved with an elder brother^s affection. Darsie, 
though his parts were more quick and brilliant 
than those of his friend, seemed always to the 
latter a being under his peculiar charge, whom he 
was called upon to cherish and protect, in cases 
where the youth'*s own experience was unequal 
to the exigency ; and now, when, the fate of Lati- 
mer seeming worse than doubtful, Alan^s whole 
prudence and energy were to be exerted in his be- 
half, an adventure which might have seemed pe- 
rilous to most youths of his age, had no terrors 
for him. He was well acquainted with the laws 
of his country, and knew how to appeal to them ; 
and, besides his professional confidence, his na- 
tural disposition was steady, sedate, persevering, 
and undaunted. With these requbites he under- 
took a quest which, at that time, was not unat^ 
tended with actual danger, and had much in it 
to appal a more timid disposition. 

Fairford's first inquiry concerning his friend 
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was at the chief magistrate of Dumfries, Provost 
Crosbie, who had sent the information of Dar. 
sie^s disappearance. On his first application, he 
thought he discerned in the honest dignitary a 
demre to get rid of the subject. The ProYOSt 
spoke of the riot at the fishing station as an 
*' outbreak among those hiwless loons the fisher-' 
men, which concerned the Sheriff,^ he said, 
'^ more than us poor Town^Council bodies, that 
have aneugh to do to keep peace within burgh, 
amongst such a set of commoners as the town are 
plagued with.^ 

'* But this is not all, Provost Crosbie,^' s^d 
Mr Alan Fairford ; ** a young gentleman of 
rank and fortune has disappeared amongst their 
hands-— you know lum. My father gave him a 
letter to you— Mr Darae Latimer.* 

*' Lack-a^day, yes I lack-a^ay, yes !* said the 
Provost ; ^< Mr Darsie Latimer-— he dined at 
my house— I hope he is well.* 

** I hope so too,* said Alan, rather indignant- 
ly ; ** but I deare more certainty on that point 
You yourself wrote my father that he had disap- 
peared." 
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<* Troth, yes, and that is true,*' said the Pro- 
vost. *< But did he not go'back to his friends in 
Scotland ? it was not natural to think he would 
stay here.'* 

'^ Not unless he is under restraint,^ said Fair* 
ford, surprised at the coolness with which the 
Provost seemed to take up the matter. 

'^ Bely on it^ sir,^ said Mr Crosbie, ** that if 
he has not returned to his friends in Scotland, 
he must have gone to his friends in England.^ 

*^ I will rely on no such thing,^ said Alan ; 
<< if there is law or justice in Scotland, I will 
have the thing cleared to the very bottom.^ 

** Reasonable, reasonable,^ said the'^Provost, 
<* so far as is possible ; but you know I have no 
power beyond the ports of the burgh.** 

*^ But you are in the cbmmisnon besides, Mr 
Crosbie ; a Justice of Peace for the county.** 

" True, very true— -that is,** said the cautious 
magistrate, ** J will not say but my name may 
stand on the list, but I cannot remember that I 
have ever qualified.** 

" Why, in that case,** sidd young Fairford, 
*< there are ilUnatured people might doubt your 
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attachment to the Protestant line, Mr Cros- 
bie.^ 

" God forbid, Mr Fairford ; me th&t have 
done and suffered in the forty-five ! I reckon 
the Highlandmen did me damage to the amount 
of J^IOO Scots, forbye all they ate and drank — 
no, no, sir, I stand beyond challenge ; but as for 
plaguing myself ni^ith county business, let them 
that aught the mare shoe the mare. The Com* 
mis^oners of Supply would see my back broken 
or they would help me in theburgh'^s work, and 
all the world kens the difference of the weight 
between public business in burgh and landward. 
What are their riots to me ? have we not riots 
enough of our own ?-^But I must be getting 
ready, for the council meets this forenoon. I 
atn blythe to see your father's son on the cause- 
way of our ancient burgh, Mr Alan Fairford. 
Were you a twelvemonth aulder, we would 
make a burgess of you, man. ' I hope you will 
come and dine with me before you go away. 
What think you of to-day at two o'clock — just a 
roasted chucky and a drappit egg ?'' 

Alan Fairford resolved that his friend's hospi- 
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tality should not, as it seemed the inviter intended, 
put a stop to his queries. << I must delay you 
for a moment,*^ he said, ** Mr Ciosbie, this is a 
serious affair ; a young gentleman of high hopes, 
my own dearest friend, is missing— you cannot 
think it will be passed over slightly, for a 
man of your high character and known zeal for 
the government, not to mdce some active in« 
quiry. Mr Crosbie, you are my father'^s friend, 
and I respect you as such— but to others it will 
have a bad appearaiice»^ 

- The withers of the Provost were not unwrung ; 
he paced the room in much tribulation, repeat- 
ing, ** But what can I do, Mr Fairford ? I war- 
rant your friend' casts up again— -he will come 
back again, like the ill shilling— -he is not the 
sort of gear that tynes— a hellicat boy,* run^g 
through the country with a blind fiddler, and 
playing the fiddle to a parcel of blackguards, 
who can tell where the like of him may have 
scampered to ?** 

^^ There are persons apprehended, and in the 
jail of the town, as I understand from the She- 
riff-Substitute,"" said Mr Fairford ; *^ you must 



Digitized by 



Google 



Sl6 NAEKATIYS. CHAP. X. 

call them before you, and inquire what they 
know of thb young gentleman."* 

^^Ay, ay««4heSheriff.Depute did commit some 
poor creatqres, I believe— •wretched, ignorant, 
fisbennen bodies, that had been quarrelling with 
Quaker Geddes and his stake-nets, whilk, under 
favour of your gown be it spoken, Mr Fiurford, 
Hire not over and above lawful, and the Town^ 
Clerk thinks they may be lawfully removed pia 
j/^i^^but that is by the by. But, sir, the crea- 
tures were a^ dismissed for want of evidence ; the 
Quaker would not swear to them, and what could 
the Sheriff and me do but just let them loose P 
Com^ awa, cheer up Master Alan, and take a 
walk till dinner timo—I must really go to the 
counoL"" 

^^ St;op a moment. Provost,^ said Alan ; ^< I 
lodge a compliant before you, as a magistrate, 
and you will find it serious to slight it over. 
You must have these men apprehended again.^ 

** Ay, ay-^-easy said; but catch them that can,^ 

answered the Provost; ** they are ower the 

March by this time^ or bye the point of Cairn. 

' «-»Lord help ye i they are a kind of amphibious 
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dee?ils, nather land nor water beatta~nather 
English nor ScotSi-^neither county nor stewartry^ 
as we say— they are dispersed like so much quick, 
nlver. You may as well try to whistle a sealgh 
out of the Solway^ as to get hold of one of them 
till all the fray is over.^ 

<^ Mr Cro^bie, this will not do,^ answered the 
young counsellor ; '^ there is a person of more im- 
portance than such wretdies as you describe con- 
oerned in this unhappy business— I must name to 
you a certain Mr Herries,^ 

He kept hb eye on the Provost as he utter- 
ed the name, which he did rather at a venture, 
and from the connection which that gentleman, 
and his real or supposed niece, seemed to have 
with the fate of Darsie Latimer, than from any 
distinct cause of suspidion which he entertained. 
He thought the Provost seemed embarrassed, 
though he shewed much deore to assume an ap- 
pearance of indifference, in which he partly suc- 
ceeded. 

« Herries I'' he said—'* What Herries ?— 
There are many of that name— not so many as 
formerly, for the old stocks are wearing out ; but 
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tliere is Hemes of Heathgill, and Herries of 
AucbintuUodi, and Herrie s ^ 

*< To save you further trouble, this person^s 
designation is Herries of Birrenswork.^ 
^ « Of Birrenswork ?** aaxd Mr Crosbie; '« I 
have you now, Mr Alan. Could you not as 
well have said, the Laird of Redgauntlet P^ 

Fairford was too wary to testify any surprise 
at this identification of names, however unex*. 
peeted. ^^ I thought,^ siud he, *^ he was more 
generally known by the name of Herries. I 
have seen and been in company with him under 
that name, I am sure." 

^ O ay ; in Edinburgh, belike. You know 
Redgauntlet was unfortunate a great while ago, 
and though he was maybe not deeper in the 
mire than other folks, yet, for some reason or 
other, he did not get so easily out.^' 

<* He was attainted, I understand ; and has no 
remission," said Fairford. 

The cautious Provost only nodded, and said, 
^* You may guess, therefore, why it is so conve- 
nient he should hold his mother^s name, which is 
also partly his own, when he is about Edinburgh. 
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To wear his proper name might be accounted a 
kind of flying in the face of goyemment, ye un- 
derstand. But he has been long connived at — 
the story is an old story— and the gentleman has 
many excellent qualities, and is of a very ancient 
and honourable house— has cousins among the 
great folks— counts kin with the Advocate and 
with the Sheriff— hawks, you know, Mr Alan, 
will not pike out hawks^ een— he is widely con- 
nected — my wife is a fourth cousin of Redgaunt- 
let's.^ 

H%nc iUcB lachryrruB ! thought Alan Fairford 
to himself; but the hint presently determined 
him to proceed by soft means, and with caution. 
" I beg you to understand,*" said Fairford, '* that 
in the investigation which I am about to make, 
I design no harm to Mr Herries, or Redgauntlet 
-»call him which you will. All I wish is, to as- 
certain the safety of my friend. I know that he 
was rather foolish in once going upon a mere fro« 
lie, in disguise, to the neighbourhood of this same 
gentleman^s house. In his circumstances, Mr 
Redgauntlet may have misinterpreted the mo- 
tives, and considered Darsie Latimer as a spy. 
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His influence, I belieye, is great, among the dis- 
orderly people you spoke of but now ?^ 

The Provost answered with another sagadous 
shake of his head, that would have done honour 
to Lord Burlei^ in the Critic. 

" Well, then,"" continued Fairford, " is it not 
possible that, in the mistaken belief that Mr La-> 
timer was a spy, upon such suspicion, he may 
haye caused him to be carried off and confined 
somewhere ? — Such things are done at elections, 
and on occasions less pressmg than when men 
think their lives are in danger from an informer.^ 

" Mr Fairford,^ said the Provost, very ear- 
nestly, ^^ I scarce think such a mistake possible; 
or if, by any extraordinary chance, it should have 
taken place, Redgauntlet, whom I cannot but 
know well, being, as I have said, my wife^s first 
cousin, (fourth cousin, I should say,) is altogether 
incapable of doing anything harsh to the young 
gentleman — ^he might send him ower to Ailsay 
for a night or two, or maybe land him on the 
north coast of Ireland, or in Islay, or some of the 
Hebrides ; but depend upon it, he is incapable of 
harming a hair of his head.'' 
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** I am determined not to tmat to that, Pfo* 
vost,^ answered Fairford, firmly ; ^< and I am 
a good deal surprised at your way of talking 
so lightly of such an aggression on the liberty 
of the subject You are to conaider, and Mr 
Herries^s or Mr Redgaundet^s friends would do 
very well also to consider, how it will sound in 
the ears of an Ei^lish Secretary of State, that 
an attainted traitor (for such is this gentleman) 
has not only ventured to take up his abode in this 
realm— against the King of which he has been 
in arms-— but is suspected of having proceeded^ 
by open force and violence, against the person of 
one of the lieges, a young man, who wants neither 
friends nor property to secure his being rigfated.^^ 

The Provost looked at the young counsellor 
with a face in which distrust, alarm, and vexaticm 
seemed mingled* ** A fashions job,^ he said at 
last, ^^ a fashious job ; and it will be dangerous 
meddling with it I should like ill to see your 
father^s son turn informer against an unfortunate 
gentleman.^ 

*^ Neither do I mean it,^ answered Alan, 
*^ providing that unfortunate gentleman and his 
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friends give me a quiet opportunity of \ securiug 
171^ friend'^s safety. If I could speak with Mr 
Redgaundet, and hear his own explanation, I 
would probably be satisfied. If I am forced to 
denounce hhn to government, it will be in his 
new capacity of a kidnapper. I may not be able, 
nor is it my business, to prevent his being recog- 
nized in his former character of an attainted per- 
son, excepted from the genial pardon/^ 

" Master Fairford,** said the Provost, " would 
ye ruin the poor innocent gentleman on an idle 
suspicion ?'' 

" Say no more of it, Mr Crossbie ; my line of 
oHiduct is determined— unless that suspicion is 
removed.'* 

" Weel, sir,*' said the Provost, ^' since so it 
be, and since you say that you do not seek to 
harm Redgauntlet personally, I'll ask a man to 
dine with us to-day that kens as much about his 
matters as most folks. You must think, Mr Alan 
Fairford, though Redgauntlet be my wife's near 
relative, and though, doubtless, I wish him weel, 
yet I am not the person who is like to be entrust- 
ed with his in-comings and outgoings. I am not 



Digitized by 



Google 



NAREATIVE. CHAP. X. 223 

a man for that — I keep the kirk, and I abhor 
Popery.^1 have stood up for the House of Hano- 
ver, and for liberty and property— I carried arms, 
sir, against the Pretender, when three of the 
Highlandmen''s baggage-carts were stopped at 
Ecdefechan ; and I had an especial loss of a hun- 
dred pounds ^ 

" Scots,'' interrupted Fairford. " You forget 
you told me all this before.'' 

^< Scots or English, 'it was too much for me to 
lose," said the Provost ; << so you see I am not a 
person to pack or peel with Jacobites, and such 
unfreemen as poor Redgauntlet ' 

<^ Granted, granted, Mr Crosbie; and what 
then ?" said Alan Fairford. 

" Why, then, it follows, that if I am to help 
you at this pinch, it cannot be by and through 
my ain personal knowledge, but through some 
fitting agent or third person." 

' " Granted again," said Fairford. " And pray 
who may this third person be ?" 

" Wha but Pate Maxwell of Summertrees— 
him they call Pate-in-Peril." 
10 
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<< Ab old forly.five man, of course f^ said 
Fairford. 

« Ye may swear that,** repKed the ProTost-* 
*< as black a Jacobite as the auld leaven can make 
him ; but a sonsy, meiry companion, that none 
of us think it worth while to break wi^ for lUl his 
brags and his davers. You would have thought, 
if he had had but his own way at Derby, he 
would have marched Charlie Stuart through be- 
tween Wade and the Duke, as a thread goes 
through the needless ee, and seated him in Saint 
Jameses before you could have said, hand your 
hand* But though he is a windy body when he 
gets on his auld warld stories, he has mair gump- 
tion in him than most people— 'knows business, 
Mr Alan, being bred to the law ; but never todc 
the gown,^ because of the oaths, niudi kept more 
folks out then than they do now-— the moie^s die 
pity.'' 

<< What ! are you sorry. Provost, that Jaoo- 
bitism is upon the decline ?^ said Fairford. 

^' No, no,"" answeced the Provost— -^^ I am only 
sorry for folks lonng the tenderness of conscience 

IT 
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which they used to have. I have a son lireeding 
to the bar, Mr Fairford ; and, no doubt, consi- 
dering my services and sufferings, I might have 
looked for some bit postie for him ; but if the 
m»idde tikes come in— *I mean a** these MaxweUs, 
and Johnstones, and great hiirds, that the oaths 
used to keep out lang syne— -the Uts o^ messan 
dogies, Hke my son, and maybe like your father^s 
son, Mr Alan, will be sair put to the wall.^' 

" But to return to the subject, Mr Crosbie,'' 
said Fairford, ^^ do you really think it likely that 
this Mr Maxwell will be of service in this mat* 
ter?" 

^^ It'^s very like he may be, for he is the tongue 
of the trump to the whole squad of them,^^ said 
the Provost ; <^ and Redgauntlet, though he will 
not stick at times to call him a fool, takes more 
of his counsel than any man^s else that I am 
aware of« If Pate can bring him to a commu- 
ning, the business is done. He^s a sharp chield, 
Pate-in-Peril.'' 

" Pate.in-Peril !" repeated Alan ; " a very sin- 
gular name.'" 

VOL. II. , p 
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^< Ay, and it was in as queer a way he got it; 
but ril say nothing about that,** said the Tto^ 
YOSt, ^' for fear of forestalling his market ; for ye 
are sure to hear it once at least, however oflener; 
before the punch-bowl gives place to the tea-pot* 
— A.nd now, fare ye well ; for there is the councils 
bell clinking in earnest; and if I am not there he- 
fore it jows in, Bailie Laurie will be trying some 
of his manceuvres.^ 

The Fh>vost, repeating hts expectationof see- 
ing Mr Fmrford at two o'^clock, at length ef- 
fected his escape from the young counselor, and 
left him at a considerable loss how to proceed. 
The Sheriff, it seems^ had retiurned to Edin- 
burgh, and he feared to find the visible repug* 
nance of the Provost to interfere with this Laird 
of Birrensworky or Bedgauntlet, much strcoger 
amongst the country gentlemoi, many of whom 
were Catholics as well as Jacobites^ and most 
others unwilling to quarrel with kinsmen and 
friends, by prosecuting with severity political of- 
fences which had almost run a prescription. 

To collect all the information in his power, and 
not to have recourse to the higher authorities 
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until be conld give eil the light of which the case 
was capable, seemed the wiser proceeding in a 
choice of difficulties. He had some conversa- 
tion with the Procurator-Fiscal, who, as well as 
the Provost, was an old correspondent of his fa* 
ther. Alan expressed to that officer a pur- 
pose ofvisiting Brokenbum, but was assured by 
him, that it would be a step attended with much 
danger to his own person, and altogether fruit- 
less ; that the individuals who had been ring- 
leaders in the riot were long since safely shelter- 
ed in their various lurking-holes in the Isle of 
Man, Cumberiand, and elsewhere ; and that 
those who might remun would undoubtedly com- 
mit violence on any nfho might visit their set- 
tlement with the purpose of inquiring into the 
disturbances. 

' There were not the same objections to his has- 
tening to Mount Sharon, where he expected to 
find the latest news of his friend ; and there was 
time enough to do so, before the hour appointed 
for the Provost's dinner. Upon ^he road, he 
congratulated himself on having obtained one 
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jxnnt of ahnost certain information. The person 
who had in a manner forced himself upon his fa* 
therms hospitality, and had seemed denrous to in- 
duce Darsie Latimer to visit England, against 
whom, too, a sort of warning had been, received 
from an individual connected with and residing 
in his own family, proved to be a promoter of the 
disturbance in which Darsie had disappeared. 

What could be the cause of such an attempt 
on the liberty of an inoffensive and amiable man ? 
It was impossible it could be merely owing to 
Redgauntlefs mistaking Darsie for a spy; for 
though that was the solution which Fairford 
had offered to the Provost, he well knew that, 
in point of fact, he himself had been warned by 
his singular vbitor of some danger to which his 
friend was exposed, before such suspicion could 
have been entertained ; and the injunctions re- 
ceived by Latimer from his guardian, or him 
who acted as such, Mr Griffiths of London, point- 
ed to the same thing. He was not sorry, how- 
ever, that he had not let Provost Crosbie into his 
secret, farther than was absolutely necessary; 
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since it was plain that the connection of his wife 
with the suspected party was likely to affect his 
impartiality as a magistrate. 

When Alan Fairford arrived at Mount Sharon, 
Rachel Geddes hastened to meet him, almost be- 
fore the servant could open the door. She drew 
back in disappointment when she beheld a stran- 
ger, and said, to excuse her precipitation, that 
^^ she had thought it was her brother Joshua re- 
turned from Cumberland.^ 

^* Mr Geddes is then absent from home,^ said 
Fairford, much disappointed in his turn. 

^* He hath been gone since yesterday, friend,^ 
answered Rachael, once more composed to the 
quietude which characterizes her sect, but her 
pale cheek and red eye giving contradiction to 
her assumed equanimity. 

" I am,** said Fairford, hastily, " the particu- 
lar friend of a young man not unknown to you. 
Miss G«ddes— the friend of Darsie Latimer-— 
and am come hither in the utmost anxiety, ha- 
ving understood from Provost Crosbie, that he 
had disappeared in the night when a destructive 
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attack had been made upon the fishing-Btation of 
Mr Geddes.'' 

** Thou dost afflict me, friend, by thy inqui- 
ries,^ said Rachel, more afl^ted than before; *^ for 
although the youth was Hke those of the world- 
ly generation, wise in his own conceit, and light- 
ly to be moved by the breath of vanity, yet Jo- 
shua loved him, and his heart clave to him as if 
he had been his own son. And when he himsdf 
escaped from the sons of Betial, which was not 
U0til they had tired themselves with reviling, and 
with idle reproach, and the jests of the scoffer, 
Joshua, my brother, returned to them once imd 
again, to offer ransom for the youth called Darsie 
Latimer, with offers of money and with promise 
of remission, but they would not hearken to him. 
Also, he went before the Head Judge, whom 
men call the Sheriff, and would have told him of 
the youth^s peril, but they would in no way heark- 
en to him unless he would swear unto the truth 
of his words, which thing he might not do with- 
out idn, seeing it is written, Swear not at all-^ 
also, that our conversation shall be yea or nay* 
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Therefore, Josbua returned to me dbconBolate, 
and said, ^ Sister Rachel, this youth hath run into 
peril for my sake ; assuredly I shall not be guilt- 
less if a hair of his head be harmed, seang I 
have sinned in permitting him to go with me to 
the fishing stadon when such evil was to be fear- 
ed. Therefore, I will take my horse, even So- 
lomon, and ride swiftly into Cumberland, and I 
will make myself friends with Mammon of Un- 
righteousness, among the magistrates of the Gen- 
tiles, and among their mighty men ; and it shall 
come to pass that Darsie Latimer shall be deliver- 
ed, even i£ it were at the expense of half my sub- 
stance.^ And I said, * Nay, my brother, go not, 
for they will but scoff at and revile thee; but 
hire with thy silver one of the scribes, who taee 
eager as hunters in pursuing their prey, and he 
shall free Darsie Latimer from the men of vio- 
lence by his cunning, and thy soul shall be guilt- 
less of evil towards the lad/ But he answered 
and said, < I will not be controlled in this matter.^ 
And he is gone forth, and hath not returned, 
and I fear me that he may never return; for 
though he be peaceful, as becometh one who holds 
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all violence as o£Penoe against his own soul, yet 
neither the floods of water, nor the fear of the 
snare, nor the drawn sword of the adversary 
brandished in the path, will overcome his pur- 
pose. Wherefore the Solway may swallow him 
up^ or the sword of the enemy may devour him 
^---nevertheless, my hope is better in Him who 
.direeteth all things, and ruleth the waves of the 
sea, and over-ruleth Uie devices of the wicked, 
and who can redeem us even as a bird finom the 
fowler^s net" 

This was all that Eairford could lc«m from 
Miss Greddes; but he heard with pleasure, that 
the good Quaker, her brother, had many friends 
among those of his own profession in Cumber- 
land, and without exposing himself to so much 
danger as his sister seemed to apprehend, he 
trusted he might be able to discover some traces 
of Darsie Latimer. He himself rode back to 
Dumfries, having left with Miss Geddes his di- 
rection in that place, and an earnest request that 
she would forward thither whatever information 
she might obtain from her brother. 
On Fairford^s return to Dumfries, be employed 
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the brief interval which remained before dinner- 
time, in writmg an account of what had befallen 
Latimer, and of the present uncertainty of his con- 
ditton, to Mr Samuel Griffiths, through whose 
hands the remittances for his friend^s service had 
been regidarly made, desiring he would instant- 
ly acquaint him with such pluts of his history as 
might direct him in the search which he was 
about to institute through the border counties, 
and which he pledged himself not to ^ve up 
until he had obtained news of his friend, alive or 
dead. The young lawyer^s mind felt easier when 
he had dispatched this letter. He could not 
conceive any reason Vhy his friend'^s life should 
be aimed at; he knew Darsie had done nothing 
by which his liberty could be legally affected ; and 
although, even of late years, there had been sin- 
gular histories of men, and women also, who had 
been trepanned, and concealed in solitudes and 
distant islands, in order to serve some temporary 
purpose, such violences had been chiefly prac- 
tised by the rich on the poor, and by the strong 
on the feeble ; whereas, in the present case, this 
Mr Herries, or Redgauntlet, being amenable, 
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for more reasons than one, to the censure of the 
law, must be the weakest in any struggle in 
which it could be appealed to. It is true, that 
his friendly anxiety whispered, that the very 
cause which rendered this oppressor less formi- 
dable, might make him more desperate. Still, re- 
calling his language, so strikingly that of the gen- 
tleman, and even of the man of honour, Alan 
Fidrford concluded, that though, in his feudal 
pride, Redgauntlet might venture on the deeds of 
violence exercised by the aristocracy in other 
times, he oould not be capable of any action of 
deliberate atrocity. And in these convictions he 
went to dine with Provost Crosbie, with a heart 
more at ease than might have been expected. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

IfAAKATIYE OF ALAl^ FAIRFOIID, CONTINUED. 

Five minutes had elapsed after the town clock 
struck two, before Alan Fiurford, who had made 
, a small detour to put his letter into the jxist- 
house, reached the manuonof Mr Provost Cro&. 
bie, and was at once greeted by the voice of 
that civic digmtory, and the rural dignitary his 
vbitor, as by the voices of men impatient for 
their dinner. 

" Come away, Mr Fairford-**the Edinburgh 
time is later than ours,^ said the Provost. 

^^ And, come away, young gentleman,^ said 
the Laird ; '^ I remember your father weel, at 
the Cross, thirty years ago— I reckon you are as 
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late in Edinburgh as at London, four o^cloek 
hours— eh ?" 

" Not quite so degenerate,'* replied Fairford ; 
^^ but certainly many Edinburgh people are so iU- 
advised as to postpone their dinner till three, that 
they may have full time to answer their London 
correspondents.'* 

^^ London correspondents T siud Mr Maxwell; 
<' and pray, what the devil have the people of 
Auld Beelue to do with London correspond- 
ente?** 

^^ The tradesmen must have thar goods," said 
Fairford. 

<^ Can they not buy our own Scottish manu- 
factures, and pick their customers' pockets in a 
more patriotic manner ?** 

^* Then the ladies must have fashions," said 
Fairford. 

<^ Can they not busk the plaid over their 
heads, as their mothers did ? A tartan screen, 
and once a-year a new cockemony from Fans, 
should serve a Countess; but ye have not 
many of them left, I think— Mareschal, Airley, 



Digitized by 



Google 



NARRATIVE. CHAP. XI. 287 

Winton^ Wemyss, Balmerino— ay, ay, thecoun. 
tesses and ladies of quality will scarce take up 
too much of your ball-rocHn floor with their qua- 
lity hoops now-ardays.^ 

** There is no want of crowding, however, 
sir," said Fairford ; " they begin to talk of a 
new Assembly-Boom.^ 

^^ A new Assembly-Room T said the old Ja- 
cobite Laird— "Umph — I mind quartering three 
hundred men in the Assembly-Room you have 
r-^But come, come— I'll ask no more questions 
-—the answers all smell of new lords new lands, 
and do but spoil my appetite, which were a pity, 
since here comes Mrs Crosbie to say our mutton's 
ready.'' 

It was even so. Mrs Crosbie had been absent, 
like Eve, ^* on hospitable cares intent," a duty 
which she did not conceive herself exempted from, 
either by the dignity of her husband's rank in 
the municipality, or the splendour of her Brus- 
sels silk gown, or even by the more highly prized 
lustre of her birth ; for she was bom a Max- 
well, and .allied, as her husband often inform- 
ed his friends, to several of the first families 
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in the county. She had been handsome, and 
was stfU a portly good-looking woman of her 
years ; and though her peep into the kitchen had 
somewhat heightened her complexion, it was no 
more than a modest touch of rouge might have 
done. 

The Provost was certainly proud of his lady^ 
nay, some said he was afraid of her ; for, of the 
females of the Hedgauntlet family there went 
a rumour, that, ally where they would, there waa 
a grey mare aa surely in the stables of th^faiis> 
bands, as there is a white horse in Wonyerman^s 
pictures. The good dame, too, wa9 sujqposed to 
have brought a spice of politics into Mr Cros* 
l»e*8 household along with her; and the Pro* 
vost^s enemies in the Town-Council used to ob- 
serve, that he uttered there many a bold harangue 
against the Pretender, and in favour of King 
George and government, of which he dared not 
have pronounced a syllable in his own bed-cham- 
ber, and that, in fact, his wife^s predominating 
influence had now and then occasioned his act- 
ing, or forbearing to act, in a manner very dif- 
ferent from his general professions of zeal for 
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Bevolution principles. If this was in any respect 
true, it was certain, on the other hand, that 
Mrs Crosbie, in all external points, seemed to 
acknowledge the ** lawful sway and right supre* 
macy^ of the head of the house, and if she did 
not in truth reverence her husband, she at least 
seemed to do so. 

This stately dame received Mr Maxwell (a 
cousin of course) with cordiality, and Fairford 
with civility ; answering, at the same time, with 
respect to the magisterial complaints of the Pro- 
vost, that dinner was just coming up. ^^ But 
since you changed poor Peter MacAlpin, that 
used to take care of the town-clock, my dear, it 
has, never gone well a single day.^^ 

" Peter MacAlpin, my dear,** said the Pro- 
vost, <^ made himself too busy for a person in 
office, and drunk healths and so forth, which it 
became no man to drink or to pledge, far less 
one that is in point of office a servant of the pub- 
lic. I understand that he lost the music-bells in 
Edinburgh, for playing ^ Ower the Water to 
Charlie,^ upon the tenth of June. He is a black 
sheep, and deserves no encouragement^ 

15 
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^^ Not a bad tune though, after all,^ said Sum- 
mertrees; and, turning to the window, he half 
hummed, half whistled, die air in question, then 
sang the last verse aloud : 

** Oh I lo'e weel my Charlie's name, 

Though some there be that abhor him ; 
But oh to see the deil gang hame, 

Wi' a' the "Whigs before him ! 
Over the water, and over the sea. 

And over the water to Charlie ; 
Come weal, come woe, we'll gather and go. 

And live or die with CharHe.*' 

Mrs Crosbie smiled furtively on the Laird, 
wearing an aspect at the same time of de^ wlb* 
mission ; while the Provost, not dioosing to hear 
his visitors ditty, took a turn through the room, 
in unquestioned dignity and independence of au- 
thority. 

** Aweel, aweel, my dear,'' said the lady, with 
a quiet smile of submission, *^ ye ken these mat* 
ters best, and you will do your pleasure — ^they 
are far above my hand — only, I doubt if ever 
the town-dock will go right, or your meals be 
got up so regular as I should wish^ till Feter 
MacAlpin gets his office back again. The body^s 

12 
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ftuld, and can ndther work nor want, but he is 
thex>nly hand to set a clock.** 

It may be noticed in passiiig, that, notwith* 
standing this prediction, which, probably, the 
fiur Cassandra had the full means of accomplish* 
ing, it was not till the second council-day there- 
after that the misdemeanours of the Jacobite 
dock-keeper were passed over, and he was once 
more restored to his occupation of fixing the 
town^s time^ and the Provost^s dinner-hour. * 

Upon the present occa»on the dinner passed 
pleasantly away. Summertrees talked and jest, 
ed with the easy indifferaace of a man who h<dds 
himself superior to his company. He was in-. 
deed an impcntant person, as was testified by 
his portly appearance ; his hat laced with point 
ctEspagne ; his coat and waistcoat once richly 
embroid^ed, though now almost threadbare; 
the splendour of his sdiitaire, and laced mfflc^ 
though the first was sorely creased, and the other 
sullied; not to forget the length of his silver- 
hilted rapier. His wit, or rather humour, bor- 
dered on the sarcastic, and intimated a discon- 

VOL. II. a 
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tented man ; and although he shewed no displea- 
sure when the Provost attempted a repartee, yet 
it seemed that he permitted it upon mere suffer- 
ance, as a fencing-master, engaged with a pu- 
pil, will sometimes permit the tyro to hit him, 
solely by way of encouragement. The Laird^s 
own jests, in the meanwhile, were eminently sue* 
cessful, not only with the Provost and his lady, 
but with the red-cheeked and red-ribboned ser- 
vant-maid who waited at table, and who could 
scarce perform her duty with propriety, so effec- 
tual were the explosions of Summertrees. Alan 
Fairford alone was unmoved among all this mirth; 
which was the less wonderful, that, besides the 
important subject which occupied his thoughts, 
most of the Laird^s good things consisted in sly 
allusions to little parochial or family incidents, 
with which the Edinburgh visitor was totally 
unacquainted ; so that the laughter of the party 
sounded in his ear like the idle crackling of 
thorns under the pot, with this difference, that 
they did not accompany x>r second any such use- 
ful operation as the boiling thereof. 

Fairford was glad when the cloth was with- 
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drawn ; and when Provost Crosbie, (not without 
some points of advice from his lady, touching 
the precise mixture of the ingredients,) had ac- 
oranplished the compounding of a noble bowl of 
punch, at which the old Jaoobite'*s eyes seemed 
to glisten, the glasses were pushed round it, 
filled, and withdrawn each by its owner ; when 
the Provost emphatically named the toast, ^^ The 
King,*^ with an important look to Fairford, which 
seemed to say. You can have no doubt whom I 
mean, and therefore there is no occasion to parti- 
cularize the individual. \ 

Summertrees repeated the toast^ with a sly 
wink to the lady, while Fairford drank his glass 
in silence. 

** Well, young Advocate,** said the landed 
proprietor, ^ I am glad to see there is some 
shame, if there is little honesty, left in the Facul- 
ty. Some of your black-gbwns, now-a-days, hear 
as little of the one as of the other.*" 

" At least, sir,*" replied Mr Fairford, ** I am 
so much of a lawyer as not willingly to enter into 
disputes which I am not retained to support— it 
would be but throwing away both time and argu- 
ment."" 
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" Come, come,^' said the lady, ^< we will have 
no argument in this house about Wtug or Tory 
—the Provost kens what he maun my^ and I ken 
what he should ^vk ; and for a^ that has come 
and gane yet, there may be a time connng wbai 
honest men may say what they think, whether 
thqr be Provosts or not'' 

" D'ye hear that. Provost?" said Summer, 
trees; '^ your wife's a witch, man ; you should 
nail a horse-shoe on your chamber-^oor-^Ha, 
ha, ha!" 

This sally did not take quite so well as fcmner 
efforts of the Laird's wit The lady drew Up, 
and the Provost said, half aside, ^< The sooth 
bourd is nae bourd.* You will find the horse* 
shoe hissing hot, Summertrees." 

<< Ye can speak from experience, doubtless, 
Provost," answered the Laird ; " but I crave 
pardon-— I need not tell Mrs Crosbie that I have 
all respect for the auld and honourable House of 
Bedgauhtlet" 



• The true joke is no joke. 
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^^ And good reason ye have, that are aae sib to 
them,'' quoth the ladj, ^' and kennM wed baith 
them that are here, and them that are gane^^ 

<< In troth, and ye may say sae, madam,^ an- 
swered the Laird ; *< for poor Harry Bedgannt. 
let, that suffered at Carlisk, was kand and glove 
with me; and yet we parted oQ'shortlxearve-takiiig.''* 

<< Ay, Summertrees,^aaid the Provost; ^^that 
was when you fiajed CheaUthe-woodie^ and gat 
the bye-name of Pate-in-FctiL I wish you would 
tell the story to my youngfiiend here. He likes 
well to hear of a sharp trick, as most lawyers da** 

<^ I wonder at your want of ciicumspeetion. 
Provost,'^ said the Laird,«-HKnuch after the manner 
of a unger,, when declining to sing the song that 
is quivering upon bis tongue^ very end. ^< Ye 
should mind there are some auld stories that can- 
not be ripped up again with entire safety to all 
concerned. Tace is Latin for a candle.^ 

^* I hope,^ said the lady, ^^ you are not afraid 
of anything being said out of this hous^ to your 
prejudice, Summertrees. I have heard the story 
before ; but the oftener I hear it, the more won- 
derful I think if" 
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<* Yesy madam ; but it has been now a wonder 
of more than nine days, and it is time it should 
be ended,^ answered Maxwell. 

Fairford now thought it civil to say, ^^ that he 
had often heard of Mr MaxwelPs wonderful 
escape, and that nothing could be 9iore agreeaUe 
to him than to hear the right version of iC 

But Summertrees was obdurate, and refused 
to take up the time of the company with such 
^^ auld warld nonsense.^ 

'^ Weel, weel,"" said the Provost, <^ a wilful 
man maun hae his way.-^What do your folk in 
the county think about the disturbances that are 
beginning to spunk out in the colonies ?^ 

^* {Excellent, sir, excellent. When things come 
to the worst they will mend ; and to the worst 
they are coming.-^But as to that nonsense ploy 
of mine, if ye insist on hearing the particulars,^ — 
said the Laird, who began to be sensible that the 
period of telling his story gracefully was gliding 
fast away,-^-— - 

** Nay,** said the Provost, " it was not for my- 
self, but this young gentleman.^ 

" Aweel, what for, should I not pleasure the 
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young gentleman ?— -1^11 just dnnk to honest folk 
at hame and abroad, and de^il ane else. And then 
-—but you have heard it before, Mrs Crosbie.* 

^^ Not so often as to think it tiresome, I as- 
sure ye,^ said the lady ; and without further pre- 
liminaries, the Lmrd addressed Alan Fairford. 

** Ye have heard of a year they call the Jbrty- 
fioe^ young gentleman ; When the Southrons^ 
heads made their last acquaintance with Scottish 
claymores. There was a set of rampau^ng chields 
in the country then that they cdled rebels-^I 
never could find out what top— •Some men should 
have been wi^ them that never came. Provost^ 
Skye and the Bush aboon Traquair for that, ye 
ken.<— -Weel, the job was settled at last Cloured 
crowns there were plenty, and raxed necks came 
into fashion. I dinna mind very weel what I was 
doing, swaggering about the country with dirk 
and pistol at my belt, for five or six months, or 
thereaway ; but I had a weary waking out of a 
wild dream. Then did I find myself on foot on 
a misty morning, with my hand, just for fear of 
going astray, linked into a handcuff, as they call 
it, with poor Harry Bedgauntlet^s fastened into 
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t)ie Other ; and there we were, trudging along, 
with about a score more that had thrust ihiar 
horns ower deep in the bog, just Uke ourseWesy 
and a serjeant^s guard of xed-coata, with twa file of 
dragoons, to keep all quiet, and give us heart to 
the road* Now, ifthismodeof traveUiqgwasnot 
very pleasant, the object did not particularly re- 
commend 4t ; for you understand, young man^ 
that' they did not trust these poor rebel bodies to 
be tried by juries of their ain kin^y oountry- 
dien, though 4oe would have thought they would 
have found Whigs enough, in So^Uind to bang 
us all ; but they behoved to trounce us iiway to 
be tried at Carlisle, wfa^e the folka had be^ 
so frightened, that had you brought n whole 
Highland clan at once into the court, they would 
have put their hands uppn their een, and qried, 
< hang them aV just to be quit of them."" 

" Ay, ay," said the Provost, " that was a sndl 
law, I grant ye.** 

<< Snell r said his wife, << snell ! I wish they 
that passed it had the jury 1 would recommend 
them to r 

** I suppose the young lawyer thinks it all very 
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rigbt,"^ said Summertrees, looking at Fairford-*- 
<< an old lawyer might have thought otherwise. 
However, the cudgel was to be found to beat the 
dog» and they chose a heavy one. Well, I kept 
my spirits better than my companion, poor fd- 
low ; {ox' I bad the luck to have ndther wife nor 
child to thiqk about, and Harry Redgauntlet 
had botkooe ood tV)ther. — You have seen Harry, 
MrsCrosbier 

f< In trath have I^^ said she, with the sigh 
which we give to early recollections} of which the 
object, is no more. V He was not so tall as his 
brother, and a gientler lad every way. Aflt^ he 
married the; great English fortune, folks called 
him less of a Scotchman than Edward.^ 

^ Folks le6*d then,^ said Sununertrees ; ^< poor 
Harry was none of your bold-speakiqg, ranting 
reivars, that talk about what they did yesterday, 
or what they will do to-morrow : it was when some- 
thing was to do at the moment, that you should 
have looked at Harry Redgauntlet. I saw him 
at CuUoden, when all was lost, doing more than 
twenty of these bleezing braggarts, till the very 
soldiers that took him, cried not to hurt him--for 
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all somebody^s orders, Provost— for he was the 
bravest fellow of ihem alL Weel, as I went by 
the side of Harry, and felt him raise my hand up 
in the mist of the morning, as if he wished to 
wipe his eye— -for he had not that freedom with- 
out my leave— my very heart was like to break 
for him, poor fellow. In the meanwhile, I had 
been trying and trying to make my hand as fine 
as a ladyX to see if I could slip it out of my iron 
wrist-band. You may think,"* he said^ laying 
his broad bony hand on the table, ^< I had work 
enough with such a shoulder^^f-mutton fist; but 
if you observe, the shackle-bones are of the 
largest, and so they were obliged to keep the 
hand-cuff wide ; at length I got my hand slipped 
out, and slipped in again ; and poor Harry was 
sae deep in his ain thoughts, I could not make 
him sensible what I was doing.^ 

" Why not?'' said Alan Fairford, for whom the 
tale began to have some interest. 

'' Because there was an unchancy beast of a 
dragoon riding close beside us 6n the other inde ; 
and if I had let him into my confidence as well 
as Harry, it would not have been long before a 
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pistol-ball slapped through my boDiiet-«<-WeU, I 
had little for it but to do the best I could for my- 
self ; and by my conscience it was time, when the 
gallows was staring me in the face. We were to 
halt for breakfast at Mo£Pat Well did I know 
the moors we were marching over, having hunted 
and hawked on every acre of the ground in very 
different times. So I waited, you see, till I was 
on the edge of Errickstane brae— Ye ken the 
place they call the Marquises Beef-stand, because 
the Annandale loons used to put th^r stoieii 
cattle in there ?^ 
. Fmrfbrd intimated his ignorance. 

^^ Ye must have seen it as ye came this way ^ 
it looks as if four hills were laying their heads 
together, to shut out day-light from the daik 
hollow space between them. A d—- d deep, black, 
blackguard-looking abyss of a hole it is, and 
goes straight down from the road-side, as perpen- 
dicular as it can do, to be a heathery brae. At the 
bottom, there is a small bit of a brook, that you 
would think could hardly find its way out from 
the hills that are so closely jammed round it,^^ 

^^ A bad pass indeed,^ said Alan. 
n . 



Digitized by 



Google 



«62 NABKATIVE. CHAP. XI. 

<< You may say that,"^ continued the Laird. 
^* Bad as the place was, sir, it was my only chance ; 
and though my very flesh creeped when I thought 
what a rumble I was going to get, yet I kept 
my heart up all the same. And so ju«rt; when we 
came on the edge of this Beef-stand of the John- 
stones, I slipped out my hand from the handcuff^ 
cried to Harry Gauntlet, " Follow me !''— whisked 
under the belly of the dragoon horse— flung my 
plaid round me with the speed of lightning- 
threw myself on my side, for there was no keep- 
ing my feet, and down the brae hurled I, over 
heather, and fearn, and blackberries, like a barrel 
down Chalmers-s dose in AuldB^ekie. God, sir, 
I never can help laughing when I tMnk hdw the 
scoundrel red-coats must have been bumbazed ; 
for the mist being, as I said, thick, they had 
little notion, I take it^ that they were on the verge 
of such a dilemma. I was half way down — ^for 
rowing is faster wark than rinning — ere they 
could get at their arms; and then it was flash, 
flash, flash— -rap, rap, rap— from the edge of the 
road ; but my head was too jumbled to think 
anything either of that or the hard knocks I got 
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among the stones. I kept my senses the^ther, 
wbilk has been thought wonderful by all that 
ever saw the place ; and I helped myself with my 
hands as gallantly as I could) and to the bottom 
I came. There I lay for half a moment ; but the 
thotights of a gallows is worth all the salts and 
scent-bottles in the world, for bringing a man to 
himself. Up I sprung, like a four-year-auld colt 
All the hills were spinning round with me, like 
so many great big hummin^tops. But there was 
nae time to think of that neither ; more espedal- 
ly as the mist had risen a little with the firing. I 
could see the villains, like sae mony craws on the 
edge of the brae ; and I reckon that they saw 
me ; for some of the loons were beginning to crawl 
down the hill, but liker auld wives in their red- 
cloaks, coming frae a field-preaching, than such 
a souple lad as I was. Accordingly, they soon 
began to stop and load their pieces. Gk)od e^en 
to you, gentlemen, thought I, if that is to be the 
gate of it. If you have any further word with 
roe, you maun come as far as Carriefraw-gauns. 
And so off I set, and never buck went £Eister ower 
the braes than I did ; and I never stopped till I 
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had put three waters^ reasonably deep, as the 
season was rainy, half-a^osen mountains, and a 
few thousand acres of the worst moss and ling 
in Scotland; betwixt me and my friends the red- 
coats.** 

<< It was that job which got you the name of 
Pate-in-Peril,** said the Provost, filling the 
glasses, and exclaiming* with great emphasis, 
while his guest, much animated with the recoUec 
tions which the exploit excited, looked round 
with an air of triumph for sympathy and ap- 
plause,— <* Here is to your good health ; and 
may you never put your neck in such a ven- 
ture again.** 

** Humph ! — I do not know,** answered Sum- 
mertrees. ** I am not like to be tempted with 
another opportunity — ^Yet who knows ?** And 
then he made a deep pause^ 

** May I ask what became of your friend, sir P*^ 
said Alan Fairford. 

•* Ah, poor Harry !** said Summertrees. ** PIl 
tell you what, sir, it takes time to make up one*s 
mind to such a venture, as my friend the Provost 
calls it ; and I was told by Neil Maclean, — who 
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was next' file to us, but had the luck to escape the 
gallows by some slight^&hand trick or other,--* 
that, upon -my breakmg off, poor Harry stood 
like one motionless, although all our brethren in 
captivity made as much tumult as they could, to 
distract the attention of the soldiers. And run 
he did at last; but he did not know the grounid, 
and either from confusion, or because he judged 
the descent altogether perpendicular, he fled up 
the hill to the left, instead of going down at once, 
and so was easily pursued and taken. If he had 
foUowed my example, be would have found 
enough among the shepherds to hide him, and 
feed him, as they did me, on bear-meal scones and 
braxy mutton, till better days came round again.**^ 

** He suffered then for his share in the insur- 
rection ?*" said Alan Fairford. 

" You may swear that,'' said Summertrees. 
^* His blood was too red to be spared when that 
sort of paint was in request. He suffered, ar, 
as you call it — ^that is, he was murdered in cold 
blood, with many a pretty fellow besides.— Well, 
we may have our day next— what is fristed is 
not forgiven*— they think us, all dead and buried 
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— but-— ^ Here he fiUed his glass, and mutter- 
ing some indistinct denunciatbns, drank it off, 
and assumed his usual manner, which had been 
a little disturbed to¥rards the end of his narra- 
tive. 

<< What became of Mr Redgaimtlet's duU ?'' 

^^ Mister Redgauntlet !"— >he was Sir Henry 
Redgauntlet, as his son, if the child now livea^ - 
will be Sir Arthur— L called him Harry from 
intimacy, and Bedgauntlet, as the chief of his 
nam&— His proper style was Sur Henry Red- 
gauntlet.^ 

<^ Hb son, therefore, is dead ?^ said Alan 
Fairford. <^ It is a pity so braye a line should 
draw to a dose.** 

*< He has left a brother,^ said Summertrees, 
^< Hugh Redgauntlet, who has now the represen- 
tation of the family. And well it is ; for though he 
be unfortunate in many respects, he will keep 
up the honour of the house better than a boy 
bred Hip amongst these bitter Whigs, the rela^ 
tions of his elder brother. Sir Henry^s lady. 
Then they are on no good terms with the Red- 
gauntlet line — ^bitter Whigs they are, in every 
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sense. It was a run-away match betwixt Sir 
Henry and lus lady. Poor thing, they would not 
allow her to see him when in oonfinement^-they 
had even the meanness to leave him without pe- 
cuniary assistance 4 fuid as all his own property 
was seized upon and plundered, he would have 
wanted common necessaries, but for the attach* 
ment of a fellow who was a famous fiddler— a 
blind man-»I have seen him with Sir Henry 
myself, both before the affair broke out and 
while it was going on. I have heard that he 
fiddled in the streets of Carlisle, and carried 
what money he got to his master, while he was 
confined in the castle.^ 

^ I do not believe a word of it,^ said Mrs 
Crosbie, kindling with indignation. '^ A Bed- 
gauntlet would have di^ twenty times before 
he had touched a fiddler^s wages.^ 

" Hout fye — hout fye — all nonsense and 
pride,^ sidd the Laird of Summertrees. <' Scorn- 
ful dogs will eat dirty puddings, cousin Cros- 
bie^— ye little ken what some of your friends 
were obliged to do yon time fbr a sowp of brose, 
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or a bit of bannock. — G — d, I carried a cutler'*s 
wheel for several weeks, partly for need, and 
partly for disguise— there I went bizz — bizz--- 
whizz-^zizz, at every auld wife'^s door; and if ever 
you want your shears sharpened, Mrs Crosbie, I 
am the lad to do it for you, if vqlj wheel was 
but in order." 

^^ You must ask my leave first," said the Pro- 
vost; ** for I have been told you had some 
queer fashions of taking a kiss instead of a pen- 
ny, if you liked your customer." 

*< Come, come, Provost," said the lady, rising, 
<< if the maut gets abune the meal with you, it is 
Ume for me to take myself away — ^And you will 
come to my room, gentlemen, when you want a 
cup of tea." 

Alan Fairford was not sorry for the lady^s de- 
parture. She seemed too much alive to the ho- 
nour of the house of Redgauntlet; though only 
a fourth cousin, not to. be alarmed by the in- 
quiries which he proposed to make after the 
whereabout of its present head. Strange con- 
fused suspicions arose in his mind, from his im- 
perfect recoUection of the tale of Wandering 
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Willie,, and the idea forced itself upon him, that 
his friend Darsie Latimer might be the son of 
the unfortunate Sir Henry. But before indul- 
ging in such speculations, the point was, to dis* 
cover what had actually become of him. If he 
were in the hands of his uncle, might there not 
exist some rivalry in fortune, or rank, which 
might induce so stern a man as Redgauntlet to 
use unfair measures towards a youth whom he 
would find himself unable to mould to his pur- 
pose? He considered these points in alence, 
during several revolutions of the glasses as they 
wheeled in galaxy round the bowl, waiting until 
the Provost, agreeably to his own proposal, should 
mention the subject, for which he had expressly 
introduced him to Mr Maxwell of Summertrees. 
Apparently the Provost had forgot his pro- 
mise, or at least was in no great haste to fulfil it 
He debated with great earnestness upon the 
stamp act, which was then impending over the 
American colonies, and upon other political sub^ 
jects of the day, but said not a word of Redgaunt- 
let Alan soon saw that the investigation he me- 
ditated must advance, if at all, on his own spe- 
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cial motion, and determined to proceed accord- 
ingly- 
Acting upon this resolution, he took the first 
opportunity afforded by a pause in the discussion 
of colonial politics, to say, " I must remind you. 
Provost Crosbie, of your kind promise to pro- 
cure some intelligence upon the subject I am so 
anxious about.^ 

" Gadso r said the Provost, after a moment^s 
hesitation, " it is very true.— Mr Maxwell, We 
wish to consult you on a piece of important bu- 
siness. You must know-— indeed I think you 
must have heard, that the fishermen at Broken- 
bum, and higher up the Solway, have made a 
raid upon Quaker Geddes^s stake-nets, and level- 
led all with the sands.^ 

<^ In troth I heard it, Provost, and I was glad 
to hear the scoundrels had so much pluck left, 
as to right themselves agunst a fashion which 
would make the upper heritors a sort of clocking 
hens, to hatch the fish that the folks below them 
w^re to catch and eat.'^^ 

" Well, sir,'' said Alan, " that is not the pre- 
sent point. But a young friend of mine was 
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with Mr Geddes at the time thi3 violent proce- 
dure took place, and he has not since been heard 
of. Now, our friend, the Provost, thinks that 
you may be able to advis e ^ 

Here he was interrupted by the Provost and 
Summertrees speaking out both at once, the first 
endeavouring tp disclaim all interest in the ques- 
tion, and the last to evade giving an answer. 

" Me think t*" said the Provost; " I never 
thought twice about it, Mr Fairford ; it was 
neither fish, nor flesh, nor salt herring of mine,^ 

<< And I < able to advise V ^ said Mr Maxwell 
of Summertrees ; *< what the devil can I advise 
you to do, exceptiog to send the bellman through 
the town td cry your lost sheep, as they do spa- 
niel dogs or stray ponies ?^ 

'* With your pardon,'' said Alan, calmly, but 
resolutely, << I must ask a more serious an- 
swer." 

" Why, Mr Advocate,'' answered Summer- 
trees, " I thought it was your bu»ness to give 
advice to the lieges, and not to take it from poor 
stupid country gentlemen." 
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^< If not exactly advice, it is sometimes our 
duty to ask questions, Mr MaxweU*^ 

** Ay, rir, when you have your bag-wig and 
your gown on, we must allow you the usual pri- 
vilege of both gown and petticoat, to say what 
you please. But when you are out of your cano- 
nicals the case is altered. How come you, nr, 
to suppose that I have any buidness with this 
riotous proceeding, or should know more than 
you do what happened there ? the question pro- 
ceeds on an uncivil supposition.^ 

^< X will explain,^ said Alai), determined to 
give Mr Maxwell no opportunity of breaking off 
the conversation. " You are an intimate of Mr 
Redgauntlet-*-he is accused of having been en- 
gaged in this affray, and of having placed under 
forcible restraint the person of my friend, Dar- 
sie Latimer, a young man of property and con- 
sequence, whose fate I am here for the express 
purpose of investigating. This is the plain state 
of the case ; and all parties concerned,-— your 
friend, in particular, — will have reason to be 
thankful for the temperate manner in which it 
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is my purpose to conduct the matter, if I am 
treated with proportionate frankness.^ 

^' You have misunderstood me,^ said Max* 
well, with a Ume changed to more composure ; ^' I 
told you I was the friend of the late Sir Henry 
Redgauntlet, who was executed, in 1746, at 
Uairibie, near Carlisle, but I know no one who 
at present bears the name of Redgauntlet^ 

" You know Mr Herries of Birrenswork,'' 
said Alan, smiling, ^' to whom the name of Red- 
gauntlet belongs ?^ 

Maxwell darted a keen reproachful look tc^ 
wards the Provost, but instantly smoothed bis 
brow, and changed his tone to that of confidence 
and candour. ^^ You must not be angry, Mr 
Fairford, that the poor persecuted Nonjurors are 
a little upon the qui vive when such clever young 
men as you are making inquiries after us. I my* 
self now, though I am quite out of the scrape, 
and may cock my hat at the Cross as I best like, 
sunshine or moonshine, have been yet so much 
accustomed to walk with the lap of my cloak 
cast over my face, that faith if a red coat walk 
suddenly up to me, I wish for my wheel and 
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whetstone again fcnr a moment NowBedgaunt- 
let, poor fdlow, is far worse off— he is, you may 
have heard, still under the lash of the law, — the 
mark of the beast is still on his forehead, poor 
gentlonan,— -and that makes us cautious-*->«very 
cautious — ^which I am sure there is no occaaon 
to be towards you, as no one of your appearance 
and manners would wish to trepan a gentleman 
under misfortune/^ 

<< On the contrary, sir,^ said Fairfbrd, ** I 
wish to afford Mr Bedgauntlet*s friends an op- 
portunity to get him out of the scrape, by pro- 
curing the instant liberation of my friend Darsie 
Latimer. I will engage, that if he has sustained 
no greater bodily harm than a short confinement, 
the matter may be passed over quietly, without 
inquiry ; but to attain this end, so desirable for 
the man who has committed a great and recent 
infiractbn of the laws, which he had before 
grievously offended, very speedy reparation of 
the wrong must be rendered.^ 

Maxwell seemed lost in reflection, and exchan- 
ged a glance or two, not of the most comfortable 
or congratulatory kind, with his host the Pro* 
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voit. Fairlbrd rose and walked about the room, 
to allow them an opportunity of converging to- 
gether ; for he was in hopes that the impression 
he had visibly made upon Summertrees was like 
ta ripen into somethmg favourable to his purpose. 
They took the opportunity, and engaged in 
whispers to each other, eagerly and reproachful- 
ly on the part of the Liurd, while the Provost 
answered in an embarrassed and apologetical 
tone. Some broken words of the conversation 
reached Fairford, whose presence they seemed 
to forget, as he stood at the bottom of the room, 
apparently intent upon examining the figures 
upon a fine Indian screen, a present to the Pro- 
vost from his brother, captain of a vessel in the 
Company^s service. What he overheard made 
it evident that his errand, and the obstinacy with 
which he pursued it, occa»oned altercation be- 
tween the whisperers. 

Maxwell at length let out the words, <^ A good 
fright ; and so send him home with his tail 
scaulded, like a dog that has come a privateering 
on strange premises.^ 

The Provosfs negative was strongly inter- 
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posed— ^< Not to be thought of-^^' makuig had 
worse^— '* my situation** — ** my utility''—*'* you 
cannot concave how obstinate-— just like his fa- 
ther.'' 

They then whispered more closely, and at 
length the Provost raised his drooping crest, and 
spoke in a cheerful tone* '* Come, sit down to 
your glass,* Mr Fairford ; we have laid our heads 
thegether, and you shall see it will not be our 
fault if you are not quite pleased, and Mr Dar-- 
sie Latimer let loose to take his iiddle under his 
neck again. But Sunimertrees thinks it will re- 
quire you to put yourself into some bodily risk, 
which maybe you may not be so keen of." 

" Gentlemen," said Fairford, " I will not cer* 
tainly shun any risk by which my object may be 
accomplished ; but I bind it on your consciences 
— i-on yours, Mr Maxwell, as a man of honour 
and a gentleman ; and on yours. Provost, aa a 
magistrate and a loyal subject, that you do not 
mislead me in this matter." 

" Nay, as for me," said Summertrees, *> I will 
tell you the truth at once, and fairly own that I 
can certainly find you the means o{ seding Red- 
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gauntlet, poor man ; and that I will do, if you 
require it, and conjure him also to treat you as 
your errand requires ; but poor Redgauntlet is 
much changed-^indeed, to say truth, his temper 
never vas the best in the world; however, I will 
warrant you from any very great danger/^ 

*^ I will warrant myself from such,^ said Fair- 
fordj " by carrying a proper force with me.** 

^' Indeed,^ ssdd Summertrees, ^< you will do 
no such' thing ; for, in the first place, do you 
think that we will deliver up the poor fellow into 
the hands of the Philistines, when, on the con- 
trary, my only reason for furnishing you with 
the clew I am to put into your hands, is to settle 
the matter amicably on all sides ? And secondly, 
his intelligence is so good, that were you coming 
near him ^ith soldiers, or constables, or the like, 
I shall answer for it, you will never lay salt oa 
his tail.'* 

Fairford mused for a moment. He considered, 
that to gain sight of this man, and knowledge of 
his friend's condition, were advantages to be pur- 
chased at every personal risk ; and he saw plain- 
ly, that were he to take the course most safe for 

9 



Digitized by 



Google 



268 NAUBATIVE. CHAF. XI. 

himself, and call in the assistance of the law, it 
was clear he would either be deprived of the in- 
telligence necessary to guide him, or that Red- 
gauntlet would be apprized of his dauger, and 
might probably leave the country, carrying his 
captive along with him. He therefore repeat- 
ed, " I put myself on your honour, Mr Maxwell ; 
and I will go alone to visit your friend. I have 
little doubt I shall find him amenable to reason ; 
and that I shall receive from him a satisfactory 
account of Mr Latimer.^ 

'< I have little doubt that you will,^ said Mr 
Maxwell of Summertrees ; '^ but still I think it 
will be only in the long run, and after having sus- 
tained some delay and inconvenience. My war- 
randice goes no farther.^ 

^* I will take it as it is given,^ said Alan Fair- 
ford. '^ But let me ask, would it not be better, 
since you value your friend^s safety so highly, 
and surely would not willingly compromise mine, 
that the Provost or you should go wiUi me to this 
man, if he is within any reasonable distance, and 
try to make him hear reason ?^ 

« Me ! — I will not go my foofs length,^ smd 
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the Provost ; " and that, Mr Alan, you may be 
well assured of. Mr Redgauntlet is my wife^s 
fourth cousin, that is undeniable ; but were he 
the last of her kin and mine both, it would ill 
befit my office to be communing with rebels.'* 

** Ay, or drinking with non-jurors,** said Max- 
well, filling his glass. ^* I would as soon expect 
to have met Claverhouse at a field-preaching. 
And as for myself, Mr Fairford, I cannot go^ for 
just the opposite reason. It would be iri/ra diff. 
in the Provost of this most flourishing and loyal 
town to associstte with Redgauntlet ; and for me, 
it would be noscitur a socio* There would be 
post to London, with the tidings that two such 
Jacobites as Redgauntlet and I had met on a 
brae-side — ^the Habeas Coipus would be suspend- 
ed — Fame would sound a charge from Carlisle to 
the LandVEnd— -and who knows but the very 
wind of the rumour might blow my estate from 
between my fingers, and my body over Errick- 
stane-brae again ? No^ no ; bide a gliff— I will go 
into the Provost's closet, and write a letter to Red- 
gauntlet, and direct you how to deliver it^ 

^^ There is pen and ink in the office,** said the 
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Provost, pointing to the door of an inner apart, 
ment, in which he had his walnut-tree desk, and 
east-country cabinet. 

^^ A pen that can write, I hope ?^ said the old 
Laird. 

'^ It can write and spell baith in right hands,^ 
answered the Provost, as the Laird retired and 
closed the door behind him. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

NABRATIVE OF ALAN FAIRFOBD, CONTINUED. 

Thb room was no sooner deprived of Mr Max- 
well of Summertrees^s presence, than the Pro- 
Tost looked very warily above, beneath, and 
around the apartment, hitched his chair towards 
that of his remaining guest, and began to speak 
in a whisper which could not have startled ^< the 
smallest mouse that creeps on floor.*" 

" Mr Fairford,'* said he, ** you are a good lad ; 
and what is more, you are my auld friend your 
father^s son. Your father has been agent for this 
burgh for years, and has a good deal to say with 
the council ; so there have been a sort of obliga- 
tions between him and me ; it may have been now 



Digitized by 



Google 



S72 NARUATI¥£. CHAP. XII. 

on this side and now on that; but obligations there 
have been. I am but a plain man, Mr Fairford ; 
but I hope you understand me.^ 

'^ I believe you mean me well. Provost ; and 
I am sure," replied Fairford, " you can never 
better shew your kindness than on this occasion." 

<^ That'*s it — ^thafs the very point I would be 
at, Mr Alan," replied the Provost ; <' besides, I 
am, as becomes well my situation, a staunch 
friend to Kirk and King, meaning this present 
establishment in church and state ; and so, as I 
was saying, you may command my best— ad- 
vice." 

*< I hope for your assistance and oo-operatioii 
also," said the youth. 

. ^* Certainly, certunly. Well, now, you see one 
may love the Kirk, and yet not ride on the rigging 
of it ; and one may love the King, and yet not be 
cramnung him eternally down the throat of the 
unhappy folks that may chance to like another 
King better. I have friends and connections 
among them, Mr Fairford, as your father may 
have dients-^they are flesh and blood like our- 
selves, these poor Jacobite bodies-*sons (^ Adam 
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and Eve, after all ; and tberefor&*-I hope you 
understand me— I am a plain^poken man.^ 

^^ I am afraid I do no^ quite understand you,^ 
said Fairford ; ^^ and if you have anything to 
say to me in private, my dear Proyost, you had 
better come quickly out with it, for the Laird of 
Summertrees must finish his letter in a minute 
or two." 

'^ Not a bit, man— Pate is a lang-headed fel- 
low, but his pen does not clear the paper as his 
greyhound does the Tinwald-furs. ' I gave him 
a wipe about that, if you noticed ; I can say any. 
thing to Pate^in^Peril — Indeed, he is my wife^s 
near kinsman." 

<* But your advice. Provost," said Alan, who 
perceived that, like a shy horse, the worthy ma- 
gistnite always started off from his own purpose 
just when he seemed approaching to it 

<^ Weel, you shall have it in plain terms, for I 
am a plain man.-*—Ye see, we will suppose that 
any friend like yourself were in the deepest hole 
of the Nith, and making a sprattle for your life. 
Now, you see, such being the case, I have Uttle 
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chance of helping you, being a fat, short^irmed 
man, and no swimmer, and what would be the use 
of my jumping in after you ?^— 

<^ I understand you, I tbink,^ said Alan Fair* 
ford. '^ You think that Darsie Latimer is in dan* 
ger of hislife.^ 

^* Me ! — ^I think nothing about it, Mr Alan; 
but if he were, as I trust he is not, he is nae drapes 
blood akin to you, Mr Alan.^ 

<* But here your friend, Summertrees, offers 
me a letter td this Bedgauntlet of yours— -What 
say you to that?"* 

*^ Me ! Mr Alan, I say neither buff nor stye 
to it— But ye dinna ken what it is to look a Red- 
gauntlet in the face ;— --better try my wife, who is 
but a fourth cousin, before ye venture on the 
Laird himself— just say something about the Re- 
volution, and see what a look die can gie you.^ 

*' I shall leave you to stand all the shots from 
that battery, Provost. But speak out like a man — 
Do ye think Summertrees means fairly by me ?^ 

** Fairly — ^he is just coming— fairly ? I am a 
plain man, Mr Fairford*— but ye said Fair^f r 

•* I did so,'' replied Alan, " and it is of im- 
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portance to m^ to know, and to you to tell me if 
fluch is the case ; for if you do not, you may be 
an accomplice to murder before the fact, and 
that in drcumstances which may bring it near to 
murder under trust.^ 

" Murder !— who spoke of murder ?" said the 
Provost ; " no danger of that, Mr Alan-— only, 
if I were you — ^to speak my plain mind^-— Here 
he approached his mouth to the ear of the young 
lawyer, and, after another acute pang of travail, 
was safely ddivered of his advice in the follow- 
ing words: — ^^ Take a keek into Patens letter 
before ye deliver it.'* 

Fairford started, looked the Provost hard in 
the face, and was silent ; while Mr Crosbie, with 
the self-approbation of one who has at length 
brought himself to the discharge of a great duty, 
at the expense of a considerable sacrifice, nodded 
and winked to Alan, as if enforcing his advice ; 
and then swallowing a large glass of punch, con- 
cluded, with the sigh of a man released from a 
heavy^ burthen, ^^ I am a plain man, Mr Fair- 
ford.'* 

'' A plain man ?** said Maxwell, who entered 
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the room at that moment, with the letter in hi$ 
hand,—-** Provost, I never heard you make use 
of the word, but when you had some sly turn of 
your own to work out.'* 

The Provost looked silly enough, and the 
Laird of Summertrees directed a keen and sus- 
picious glance upon Alan Fairford, who sustain^- 
ed it with professdonal intrepidity.— There was 
a momeat^s pause. 

•* I was trying,'' said the Provost, " to dis- 
suade our young friend from his wild-goose ex- 
pedidon.'' 

" And I," said Fairford, " am determined 
to go through with it. Trusdng myself to you, 
Mr Maxwell, I conceive that I rely, as I befcnre 
said, on the word of a gentleman.'*' 

** I will warrant you," said Maxwell, ^ from 
all serious consequences — some inconveniences 
you must look to suffer." 

** To these I shall be resigned," said Fairford, 
** and stand prepared to run my risk." 

** Wdl then," said Summertrees, ** you must 

g9 

" I will leave you to yourselves, gentlemen," 
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said the Provosty risiog ; <^ when you have done 
with your craok, you will find me at my wife^s 
teap-table."" 

'^ And a more accomplished old woman never 
drank cat-lap,^ said Maxwell, as he shut the 
door ; ^< the last word has him^ speak it who will 
—and yet because he is a whilly-whaw body, 
and has a plausible tongue of his own^ and 
is well enough connected, and espedally because 
nobody could ever find out whether he is Whig 
or Tory, this is the third time they have made 
him Provost !-*— But to the matter in hand* This 
letter, Mr Fairford,^ putting a sealed cme into 
his hand, *^ is addressed, you observe, to Mr 
H— of B— , and contains your credentials 
for that gentleman, who is also known by bis fa- 
mily name of Redgauntlet, but less frequently 
addressed by it, because it is mentioned some- 
thing invidiously in a certain act of Parlia*- 
ment. I have little doubt he will assure you of 
your friend^s safety, and in a short time place 
him at freedom-— that is, suppoiung him under 
present restraint But the point is, to discover 
where he is— and, before you are made acquaint- 
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ed ndth this necessary part of the burfness, you 
must give me your assurance of honour that you 
will acquaint no one, either by word or letter, 
with the expedition which you now propose to 
yourself.^ 

" How, sir?* answered Alan ; ** can you ex- 
pect that I will not take the precaution of in- 
fonning some person of the route I am about to 
take, that in case of accident it may be known 
where I am, and with what purpose I have gone 
thither?'* 

^' And can you expect,* answered Maxwell, 
in the same tone, << that I am to place my friend's 
safety, not merely in your hands, but in those 
of any person you may choose to confide in, and 
who may use the knowledge to his destruction ? 
r-Nar— na — I have pledged my word for your 
safety, and you must give me yours to be pri- 
vate in the matter — g^-gaff— -you know." 

Alan Fairford could not help thinking that 
this obligation to secrecy gave a new and suspi- 
cious colouring to the whole transaction ; but, 
considering that his friend's release might depend 
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upon his accepting the condition, he gave it in 
the terms proposed, and with the resoluUon of 
abiding by it. 

^' And now, sir,^ he sind^ '^ whither am I to 
proceed with this letter ? Is Mr Herries at Bro- 
kenbum ?^ 

^* He is not : I do not think he will come thi- 
ther again, imtil the business of the stake-nets 
be hushed up, nor would I advise him to do so 
— ^the Quakers, with all their demureness, can 
bear malice as long as other folks ; and though I 
have not the prudence of Mr Provost, who re- 
fuses to ken where his friends are concealed 
during adversity, lest, perchance, he should be 
asked to contribute to their relief, yet I do not 
think it necessary or prudent to inquire into 
Bedgauntlet's wanderings, poor man, but wish 
to remain at perfect freedom to answer, if asked 
at, that I ken nothing of the matter. You 
must, then, go to old Tom Trumbull^ at An* 
nan>-— Tarn Turnpenny, as they call bun,— -and 
he is sure either to know where Redgauntlet is 
himself, or to find some one who can give a shrewd 
guess. But you must attend that old Turn- 
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peimy will answer no question on suoh a subject 
without you ^ve him the passpcnrt, which at 
present you must do, by asking him the age of 
the moon ; if he answers, ' Not light enough to 
land a cargo,^ you are to answer, ' Then plague 
on Aberdeen Almanacks,^ and upon that he inll 
hold free intercourse with you.-*And now, I 
would advise you to lose no time, for the parole 
is often changed-^md take care of yourself 
among these moonlight lads, for laws and law- 
yers do not stand very high in their favour."" 

'< I will set otit this instant,'^ said the young 
barrister ; ^ I will but bid the Provost and Mrs 
Croshie farewell, and then get on horseback so 
soon as the hoi^kr of the Greorge Inn can saddle 
him ;— as for the smugglers, I am neither ganger 
nor supervisor, and, like the man who met the 
devil, if they have nothing to say to me, I have 
nothing to say to them.^ 

^ You are a mettled young man,^ said Sum- 
mertrees, evidently with increasing good will, 
on observing an alertness and contempt of dan- 
^r^ which perhaps he did not expect from Alan^s 
appearance and profession,—^^ a very mettled 
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young fellow indeed ! and it ia almost a pity-— **^ 
Here he stopped short. 

** What is a pity ?^ said Fairford. 

^* It is almost a pity that I cannot go with 
you myself, or at least send a trusty guide.^ 

They walked together to the bed-chamber of 
Mrs Crosbie, for it was in that asylum that the 
ladies of the period dispensed their tea, vrhea 
the parlour was occupied by the punch-bowl. 

<< You have been good bums to-night, gen- 
tlemen,^ said Mrs Crosbie : << I am afraid, Sun^ 
mertrees, that the Provost has given you a bad 
browst ; you are not used to quit the lee-side of 
the punch-bowl in such a hurry. I say nothing 
to you, Mr Fairford, for you are too young a 
man yet for stoup and bicker ; but I hope you 
will not tell the Edinburgh fine folks that the 
Provost has scrimped you of your cogie, as the 
sang says.*" 

<^ I am much obliged for the ProvosCs kind- 
ness, and yours, madam,*" replied Alan ; <* but 
the truth is, I have still a long ride before me 
this evening, and the sooner I am on horsebadk 
die better.'' 
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** This evening ?'* said the Provost, anxioudy ; 
" had you not better take day-light with you to- 
morrow morning ?^' 

*' Mr Fairford wiU ride as well in the cool of 
the evening,^ said Summertrees, taking the word 
out of Alan^s mouth. 

The Provost said no more, nor did his wife 
ask any questions, nor testify any surprise at the 
suddenness of their guest^s departure. 

Having had his tea, Alan Fairford took leave 
with the usual ceremony. The Laird of Siua- 
mertrees seemed studious to prevent any further 
communication between him and the Provost, 
and riemained lounging on the landing-place of 
the stair while they made their adieus — heard the 
Provost ask if Alan proposed a speedy return, 
and the latter reply, that his stay was uncertain, 
and witnessed the parting shake of the hand, 
whichj with a pressure more warm than usual, 
and a tremulous, *^ God bless and prosper yon !^ 
Mr Crosbie bestowed on his young friend. Max- 
well even strolled with Fairford as far as the 
George, although resisting all his attempts at fur- 
ther inquiry into the affairs of Redgauntlet, and 
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referring him to Tom Trumbull, alias Turn. ^ 
peony, for the particulars which he might find it 
necessary to inquire into. "^ 

At length Alan^s hack was produced ; an ani- 
mal long in neck, and high in bone, accou- 
tred with a pair of saddle-bags containing the 
rider^s travelling wardrobe. Proudly surmount- 
ing his small stock of necessaries, and no way 
ashamed of a mode of travelling which a modem 
Mr Silvertongue would consider as the last of de- 
gradations, Alan Fairford took leave of the old Ja- 
cobite, Pate-in-Peril, and set forward on the road 
to the royal burgh of Annan. His reflections du- 
ring his ride were none of tne most pleasant. He 
could not disguise from himself that he was throw- 
ing himself rather too venturously into the power 
of outlawed and desperate persons ; for with such 
only, a man in the situation of Bedgauntlet could 
be supposed to associate. There were other 
grounds for apprehension. Several marks of in- 
telligence betwixt Mrs Crosbie and the Laird of 
Summertrees had not escaped Alan^s acute obser- 
vation ; and it was plain that the Provosf s inclina- 
tiims towards him, which he believed to be sin- 
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cere and good, were not firm enough to withstaioid 
the influence of this league between his wife and 
friend. The Provosfs adieus, like Macbeth'^s 
atnen, had stuck in his throaty and seemed to in- 
timate that he apprehended more than he dared 
give utterance to. 

Layingall these matters together, Alan thought, 
with no little anxiety, on the celebrated lines of 
Shakespeare, 

— "Adrop, 
That in the ocean seeks another drop," &c 

But pertinacity was a strong feature in the young 
Uwyer^s character. He was, and alwayi!» had 
been^ totally unlike the ^* ho^se hot at hand,^ who 
tires before noon through his own over eager exer- 
tions in the beginning of the day. On the contra* 
ry, his first efforts seemed frequently inadequate 
to accomj^ishing his purpose, whatever that for 
the time might be ; and it was only as the difficult 
ties of the task increased, that his mind seemed to 
acquire the ener^ necessary to combat and sub- 
due them. If, therefore, he went anxiously fo^ 
ward upon his uncertain and perilous expedition. 
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the reader must acquit him of all idea, even in a 
passing thought, of the possibility of abandoning 
his search, and resigning Darsie Latimer to his 
destinj. 

A couple of hours riding brought him to the 
little town of Annan, ntuated on the shores of the 
Solwaj, between eight and nine o^clock. The 
sun had set, but the day was not yet ended ; and 
when he had alighted and seen his horse proper- 
ly cared for at the principal inn of the place, he 
was readily directed to Mr Maxwell^s friend, old 
Tom Trumbull, with whom everybody seemed 
well acquainted. He endeavoured to fish out 
fkom the lad that acted as a guide, something of 
this man^s situation and profession ; but the ge- 
neral expressions of '^ a very decent man— - 
^ a very honest body**— " weel to pass in the 
world,^ and such like, were all that could be ex- 
tracted from him ; and while Fiurford was follow- 
ing up the investigation with closer intem>ga- 
tones, the lad put an end to them by knocking 
at the door of Mr Trumbull, whose decent dwell- 
ing was a little distance from the town, and con- 
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uderably nearer to the sea. It was one of a little 
row of bouses running down to the water-side, 
and having gardens and other aooommodations 
behind. There was heard within the uplifting of 
a Scottish psalm ; and the boy saying, << They are 
at exercise, ar,*" gave intimation they might not 
be admitted till prayers were over. 

When, however, Fairford repeated the sum- 
mons with the end of his whip^ the singing ceased, 
and Mr Trumbull himself, with his psalm-book 
in his hand, kept open by the insertion of his 
fore-finger between the leaves, came to demand 
the meaning of this unseasonable interruption. 

Nothing could be more di£Eerent than his whole 
appearance seemed to be from the confidant of a 
desperate man, and the associate of outlaws in 
their unlawful enterprizes. He was a tall, thin, 
bony figure, with white hair combed straight 
down on each side of his face, and an iron-gray 
hue of complexion ; where the lines, or rather, as 
Quin said of Macklin, the cordage, of his counte- 
nance were so sternly adapted to a devotional 
and even ascetic expression, that they left no 



Digitized by 



Google 



KARttATlVE. CHAP. XII. 287 

room for any expression of reckless danng, or sly 
dissimulation. In short, Trumbull appeared a 
perfect specimen of the rigid old Covenanter, 
who said only what he thought right, acted on 
no other principle but that of duty, and if he 
committed errors, did so under the full impres- 
uon that he was serving Gkxi rather than man. 

** Do you want me, sir ?" he said to Fairford, 
whose guide had slunk to the rear, as if to escape 
the rebuke of the severe old man, — " We were 
engaged, and it is the Saturday night.^ 

Alan Fairford'*s preconceptions were so much 
deranged by this man^s appearance and manner, 
that he stood for a moment bewildered, and 
would as soon have thought of giving a cant 
pass-word to a clergyman descending frcHori the 
pulpit, as to the respectable father of a family 
just interrupted in his prayers for and with the 
objects of his care. Hastily concluding Mr Max- 
well had passed some idle jest on him, or rather 
that he had mistaken the person to whom he was 
directed, he asked if he spoke to Mr Trumbull. 

" To Thomas Trumbull,"' answered the old 
11 



Digitized by 



Google 



5188 MABRATITE. CHAP. XII. 

num--^^^ What may be your businesg, nr ?^ And 
he glanced his eye to the book he held in his 
hand, with a sigh like that of a saint desirous of 
dissolution. 

^< Do you know Mr Maxwell of Summer- 
trees P'' said Fairford. 

^< I have heard of such a gentleman in the 
country-side, but. have no acquaintance with 
him^^ answered Mr Trumbull ; << he is, as I hare 
heard, a Papist ; for the whore that sitteth on 
the seven hills ceaseth not yet to pour forth the 
cup of her abominations on these parts.** 

'* Yet he directed me hither, my good friend,^^ 
sud Alan. ^^ Is there another of your name in 
this town of Annan ?^* 

" None,^ replied Mr Trumbull, " since my 
worthy father was removed; he was indeed a 
shining light--I wish you good even, sir.^ 

^^ Stay one single instant,^ said Fairford; 
« this is a matter of life and death.^ 

<< Not more than the casting the burthen pf our 
sins where they should be laid,^ said Thomas 
Trumbull, about to shut the door in the inqui^^ 
rer'^8 face. 

8 
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** Do you know,** said Alan Faixford, « the 
Laird of Redgauntlet ?"" 

^^ Now Heaven defend me from treason and 
rebellion !^ exclaimed Trumbull. << Young gen- 
deman, you are importunate. I live here among 
my own people, and do not consort with Jacobites 
and mass-mongers.^ 

He seemed about to shut the door, but did not 
■hut it, a circumstance which did not escape 
Alan'^s notice. 

<< Mr Redgauntlet is sometimes,^ he saicf, 
'< called Henries of Birrenswork ; perhaps you 
may know him under that name.^ 

'^ Friend, you are uncivil,^ answered Mr 
Trumbull ; ^^ honest men have enough to do to 
keep one name undefiled. I ken nothing about 
those who have two. Good even to you, friend.*? 
He was now about to slam the door in his 
viator^s face without further ceremony, when 
Alan, who had observed symptoms that the name 
of Redgauntlet did not seem altogether so indif. 
ferent to him as he pretended, arrested his pur- 
pose by sajring, in a low voice, ^ At least you 
can tell mc what age the moon is.^* 

VOL. II. T 
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The old man started^ as if from a trance^ and 
before answering, surveyed the querist with a 
keen penetrating glance, which seemed, to say, 
<^ Are you really in possesion of this key to my 
confidence, or do you speak from mere accident P* 

To this keen look of scrutby, Fairford replied 
by a smile of intelligence. 

The iron muscles of the old man^s face did not, 
however, relax, as he dropped, iita careless mai^ 
ner» the countersign, ^ Not light enough to land 
acargo.^ 

<< Then plague of all Aberdeen Almanacks f* 

*< And plague of all fools that waste time,^^ 
said Thomas Trumbull. << Could you not have 
said as much at first ?— -And standing in the open 
street too. Come in bye*-in bye.^ 

He drew his visitor into the dark entrance of 
the house, and shut the door carefully ; then put- 
ting his head into an apartment which the mur- 
murs within announced to be filled with the fa- 
mily, be said aloud, "' A work of necessity and 
ma-cy — ^Malacbi, take the book-— You will sing 
six double verses of the hundred and nineteenth 
—and you may lecture out of the Lamentations. 
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And, Malachi,^— >thi8 he said in an under tone, 
— ^^ see you ^ve them a screed of doctrine that 
will last them till I come back, or else these in- 
conaderate lads will be out of the house, and 
away to the pubiicks, wasting their predous time, 
and, it may be, misffln|{ the morning tide.^ 

An inarticulate answer from within intimated 
Malachi'^s acquiescence in the commands imposed ; 
and Mr Trumbull^ shutting the door, muttered 
something about fast bind, fast find, turned the 
key, and put it into his pocket ; and then bid- 
ding his visitor hlive a care of his steps, and make 
no noise, he led him through the house, and out 
at a back-door, into a little garden. Here a 
plaited aUey conducted them, without the pos- 
sibility of their being seen by any neighbour, to 
a door in the garden-wall, which bdng opened, 
proved to be a private entrance into a three*staU- 
ed stable ; in one of which was a horse, which 
whinnied on their entrance. *< Hush, hush !^ 
cried the old man, and presently seconded his ex- 
hortations to mlence by throwing a handful of 
com into the manger, and the horse soon con- 
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vcorted his acknowlcd^ent of their presence into 
the usual sound of munching and'giindiiig his 
proTender. 

As the light was now failing fast, the odd man, 
with much more alertness than might have been 
expected from the rigidity of his figure^ dosed 
the window-shutters in an instant, produced phos- 
phorus and matches, and lighted a stable-lan- 
tem, which he placed on the com binn, and then 
addressed Furford. " We are private bore, 
young man ; and as some time has. been wasted 
already, you will be so kind as to tell me what 
18 your errand. Isitaboutthewayofbuffiness,or 
the other job ?^ 

*< My business with you, Mr Trumbull, is to 
request you will find me the means of delivering 
this letter, from Mr Maxwell of Summertrees, 
to the Laird of Redgauntlet.'' 

<< Humph — ^fashious job !-«-^Pate Maxwell will 
still be the auld man — always Pate-in-PeriL^ 
Craig-in-Peril, (or what I know. Let me see the 
letter from him." 

He examined it with much care, turning it up 
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and down, and looking at the seal very attentive- 
ly, *^ All^s right, I see ; it has the private mark 
for haste and speed. I bless my Maker that I 
am no great man, or great man^s feUow ; and so 
I think no more of these passages than just to 
help them £Drward in the way of business. You 
are an utter stranger in these parts, I warrant ?^ 

Fairford answered in the affirmative. 

" Ay— I never saw them make a wiser choice 
—I must call some one to direct you what to do. 
—Stay, we must go to him, I believe. You are 
well recommended to me, ftiend, and doubtless 
trusty ; otherwise you may see m<Nre than I am 
in the use of shewing in the conunon line of busi- 
ness.*" 

Saying this, he placed his lantern on the 
ground, beside the post a£ one of the empty 
stalls, drew up a small spring-bolt which secured 
it to the ground, and then forcing the post to 
one side, discovered a small trap-door. <^ Fol. 
low me,^ he said, and dived into the subterranean 
descent to which this secret aperture gave ac- 
cess. 

Fairford plunged after him, not without ap- 
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prehensions of more kinds than one, but still re- 
solved to prosecute the adventure. 

The descent, which was not above six feet, led 
to a very narrow passage, whieh seemed to have 
been constructed for the precise purpose of ex- 
cluding every one who chanced to be an inch 
more in girth than was his conductor. A small 
vaulted room, of about eight feet square, recei- 
ved them at the end of this lane; Here Mr 
Trumbull left Fairford alone, and returned for 
an instant, as he said, to shut his concealed trap- 
door. 

Fairford liked not his departure, as it left him 
in utter darkness; besides that his breathing 
was much affected by a strong and sdfling smell 
of spirits, and other articles of a savour more 
powerful than agreeable to the lungs. He was 
very glad, therefore, when he heard the returning 
steps of Mr Trumbull, who, when once more 
by his side, opened a strong though narrow door 
in the wall, and conveyed Fairford into an im* 
mense magazine of spirit-casks, and other articles 
of contraband trade. 

There was a small light at the end of this range 
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of well-Stocked subterranean vaults, wbich^ upon 
a low whistle, began to flicker and move towards 
them. An undefined figure, holding a dark Ian- 
tern, with the light averted, approached them, 
whom Mr Trumbull thus addressed :— *' Why 
were you not at worship, Job ; and this Satur- 
day at e'en ?'^ 

^^ Swanston was loading the Jenny, sir ; and 
I staid to serve out the article.** 

^* True— a work of necesaty, and in the way 
of business. Does the Jumpmg Jenny sail this 
tide?" 

** Ay, ay, sir ; she sails fo r ^ 

<< I did not ask you where she sailed for, Job," 
said the old gentleman, interrupting him. << I. 
thank my Maker, I know nothing of their in- 
comings or out-goings. I sell my article fairly, 
and in the ordinary way of business ; and I wash 
my hands of everything else. But what I wished 
to know is, whether the gentleman called the 
Laird of the Sol way Lakes is on the other side of 
the Border even now?** 

^ *^ Ay, ay," said Job, <^ the Laird is something 
in my own line, you know— -a little contraband 
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or so. There is a statute for him— But no mat- 
ter; he took the sands after the splore at the 
Quaker^s fish-traps yonder ; for he has a leal heart 
the Laird, and is always true to the country- 
side. But avast — is all snug here ?^ 

So saying, he suddenly turned on Alan Fair- 
ford the light side of the lantern he carried, who, 
by the transient gleam which it threw in pass- 
ing on the man who bore it, saw a huge figure, 
upwards of six feet high, with a rough hairy cap 
on his head, and a set of features corresponding 
to his bulky frame. He thought also he observed 
pistols at his belt. 

<^ I will answer for this gentleman,^ said Mr 
Trumbull ; ^^ he. must be brought to speech of 
the Laird.'' 

<< That will be kittle steering,'' sidd the sub- 
ordinate personage ; << for I understand that the 
Laird and his folks were no sooner on the other 
side than the land-sharks were on them, and 
some mounted lobsters from Carlisle; and so 
they were obliged to split and squander. There 
are new brooms out to sweep the country of them 
they say ; for the brush was a hard one ; and 
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they say there was a lad drowned ;».he was, not 
one of the Laird^s gang, so there was the less 
matter.^ 

*^ Peace ! prithee, peace, Job Rutledge,^ said 
honest, pacific Mr Trumbull. << I wish thou 
could^st remember, man, that I deare to know 
nothing of your roars and splores, your brooms 
and brushes. I dwell here among my own peo- 
ple ; and I sell my commodity to him who comes 
in the way of business ; and so wash my hands 
of all consequences, as becomes' a quiet subject 
and an honest man. I never take payment, save 
in ready money.^ 

^< Ay, ay,*^ muCtered he with the lantern, 
« your worship, Mr Trumbull, understands that 
in the way of business.*^ 

" Well, I hope you will one day know, Job," 
answered Mr Trumbull,— << the comfort of a con- 
science void of offence, and that fears neither 
ganger nor collector, neither excise nor customs. 
The business )s to pass this gentleman to Cum- 
berland upon earnest business, and to procure 
him speech with the Laird of the Scdway Lakes 
-*--I suppose that can be done. Now I think 
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Nantjr Ewart, if he sails with the brig this moTQ- 
ing tide, is the roan to set him forward.'^ 

" Ay, ay, truly is he ; never man knew the 
Border, dale and fell, pasture and ploughland, 
better than Nanty ; and he can always bring him 
to the Laird too, if you are sure the gentleman^s 
right But indeed that's his own look oat ; for 
were he the best man in Scotland, and the chair- 
man of the d— d Board to boot, and had fifty 
men at his back, he were as well not visit the 
Laird for anything but good. As for Nanty, he 
is word and blow, a d — d deal fiercer than Chris- 
tie Nixon that they keep such a din about. I 
have seen them both tried, by .^' 

Fairford now found himself called upon to say 
something; yet his feelings, upon finding himself 
thus completely in the power of a canting hypo- 
crite, and of his retainer, who had so much the air 
of a determined ruffian, joined to the strong and 
abominable fume which they snuffed up with in- 
difference, while it almost deprived him of respi- 
ration, combined to render utterance difficult 
He stated, however, that he had no evil inten- 
tions towards the Laird, as they called him, but 
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was only the bearer of a letter to him on parti- 
cular business, from Mr Maxwell of Summer- 
trees. 

" Ay, ay,^ said Job, *• that may be well 
enough ; and if Mr Trumbull is satisfied that the 
scrive is right, why, we will give you a cast in 
the Jumping Jeimy this tide, and Nanty Ewart 
will put you on a way of finding the Laird^ I 
warrant you.*^ 

" I may for the present return, I presume, to 
the inn where I have left my horse ?^ said Fair- 
ford. 

" With pardon,** replied Mr Trumbull, *^ you 
have been ower far ben with us for that; but 
Job will take yo to a place where you may 
sleep rough till he calls you. I will bring you 
what little baggage you can need— for those 
who go on such errands must not be dainty. I 
will myself see after your horse, for a merciful 
man is merciful to his beast— « matter too often 
forgotten in our way of business.** 

« Why, Master Trumbull,** replied Job, " you 
know that when we are chased, it*s no time to 
shorten sail, and so the boys do ride whip and 
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spur*— ^ He stopped in his speech, observing the 
old man had vanished through the door by which 
he had entered—" That^s always the way with 
old Turnpenny,^* he said to Fmrford ; " he cares 
for nothing of the trade but the profit— now, 
d<— n me, if I don't think the fun of it is bet* 
ter worth while. But come along, my fine chap ; 
I must stow you away in safety, until it is time 
to go aboard.^^ 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

NARRATIVE OF ALAN FAIRFORD, CONTIKUXD. 

Fairforb followed his gruff guide among a 
labyrinth of barrels and puncheons, on which he 
was more than once like to have broken his nose, 
and from thence into what, by the glimpse of the 
passing lantern upon a desk and writing mate- 
rials, seemed to be a small office for the dispatch 
of business. Here there appeared no exit ; but 
the smuggler, or smuggler''s ally, availing him- 
self of a ladder, removed an old picture, which 
shewed a door about seven feet from the ground, 
and Furfbrd, still following Job, was involved 
in another tortuous and dark passage, which in- 
voluntarily reminded him of Peter Peebles's law. 
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suit At the end of this labyrinth, when he had 
little guess where he had been conducted, and 
was, according to the French phrase, totally de- 
sarienUf Job suddenly set down the lantern, and 
availing hiinself of the flame to light two candles 
wUdi stood on the table, asked if Alan would 
choose anything to eat, reoommaiding, at all 
ev^ents, a slug of brandy to keep out the night air. 
Vairford declined both, but inquired aflor his 
baggage. 

*< The old master will take care of that lum- 
self,^ said Job Rutledge ; and drawing beck in 
the direction in which he had entered, he vaniak- 
ed from the further end of the apartment, by 
meana which the candles, still shedding an im- 
perfect light, gave Alan no means of ascertaining... 
Thus the adventurous young lawyer waa left 
alone in the apartment to whidi he had been con- 
ducted by so singular a passage. 

In this condition, it was Alan^s first employ- 
ment to survey, with some accuracy, the place 
where he was ; and accordingly, having trimmed 
the lights, he walked slowly round the apart- 
ment, examining its appearance and dimensions 
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It seemed to be such a small dining parlour as is 
usually found in the house of the better class of 
artizans, shopkeepers, and the like, having a 
small recess at the upper end, and the usual f ur« 
niture of an ordinary description. He found a 
door which he endeavoured to open, but it was 
locked on the outside. A corresponding door 
on the same side of the apartment admitted him 
into a closet, upon the front shelves of which 
were punch-bowls, glasses, tea-cups, and the like, 
while on one side was hung a horseman'^s great- 
coat of the coarsest materials, with two great 
horse^pistols peeping out of the pocket, and on 
the floor stood a pair of well-spattered jack-boots, 
the usual equipment of the time, at least for very 
long journeys. 

Not greatly liking the contents of the doset, 
Alan Fairford shut the door, and resumed his 
scrutiny round the walls of the apartment, in 
order to discover the mode of Job Rutledge^s 
retreat. The secret passage was, however, too 
artificially concealed, and the young lawyer had 
nothing better to do than to meditate on the sin- 
gularity of his present situation. He had long 
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known that the excise laws had occasioned an ac- 
tive contraband trade betwixt Scotland and £ng- 
landy which then, as now, existed, and will con- 
tinue to exist, unUl the utter abolition of the 
wretched system which establishes an inequality 
of duties betwixt the different parts of the same 
kingdom ; a system, be it said in pa»^g, might- 
ily resembling the conduct of 'a pugilist, who 
should tie up one arm that he might fight the 
better with the other. But Fairford waa unpre- 
pared for the expensive and regular establish, 
ments by which the illicit traffick was carried on, 
and could not have conceived that> the capital 
employed in it should have been adequate to the 
erection of these extensive buildings, with all 
their contrivances for secrecy of communication. 
He was musing on these circumstances, not with- 
out some anxiety for the progress of his own 
journey, when suddenly, as he lifted his eyes, be 
discovered old Mr Trumbull at the upper end 
of the apartment, bearing in one hand a small 
bundle, in the other his dark lantern, the light 
of which, as he advanced, he directed full upon 
Fairford's countenance. 
1 
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Though such an apparition was exactly what 
he expected, yet he did not isee the grim, stem 
old man present himself thus suddenly without 
emotion ; especially when he recollected, what 
to a youth of his pious education was peculiar- 
ly shocking, that the grizzled hypocrite was pro- 
bably that ingtant arisen from his knees to Hea- 
"^en, for the purpose of etaga^og in the mys- 
terious transactions of a desperate and illegal 
trade. 

The old man, accustomed to judge with ready 
sharpness of the physiognomy of those with 
whom he had business, did not fail to remark 
something like agitaticm in Fairford^s demeanour. 
" Haire ye taken the rue ?" said he. ** Will ye 
take the sheaf from the mard, and give up the 
venture?'* 

«< Never T said Fairford, firmly, stimulated at 
once by his natural spirit, and the recollection 
of his friend ; " nevar^ while I have life and 
strength to follow it out !^ 

** I have brought you,** said TriimbuU, " a 
dean shirt and some stockings, which is all the 

VOL. II. V 



Digitized by 



Google 



S06 19ABSATITE. CHAP. XIII. 

baggage you can conTeniently carry^ and I will 
cause one of the lads lend you a horseman^s coat, 
for it is ill sailing or riding witBout one ; and, 
touching your valise, it will be as safe in my poor 
house^ were it full of the gold of Ophir, as if it 
were in the depth of the mine.**^ 

^* I have no doubt of it,^ said Ftnrfordl 

<< And now,^ said Trumbull, again, ^' I pray 
you to tell me by what name I am to name you 
to Nanty Qwhich is Antony] E wart ?" 

^ By the name of Alan Fairford,^^ answered 
the young lawyer. 

•« But that,'' said Mr Trumbull in reply, ^ is 
your own proper name and surname.'' 

'' And what other should I give ?" said the 
young man ; ^^ do you think I have any occa- 
sion for an alias ? And, besides, Mr Trumbull," 
added Alan, thinking a little raiUery might in- 
timate confidence of spirit, ^^ you blessed your- 
self, but a little while since, that you had no ac- 
quaintances with those who defiled their names 
so far as to be oUiged to change them." 

" True, very true," said Mr Trumbull; ** ne- 
vertheless, young man, my grey hairs stand un- 
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reproved in this matter ; for, m my line of busi- 
ness, when I nt under my vine and my fig-tree, 
exchanging the strong waters of the north for 
the gold which is the price thereof, I have, I 
thank Heaven, no disguises to keep with any 
man, and wear my own name of Thomas Trmn- 
bidl, without any chance that the same may be 
polluted. Whereas, thou who art to journey in 
miry ways, and amongst a strange people^ may^st 
do well to have two names, as thou hast two 
shirts, the one to keep the other clean.^ 

Here he emitted a chuckling grunt, which 
lasted for two vibrations of the pendulum exact- 
ly,' and was the only approach towards laughter 
in which old Turnpenny^ as he was nick-named, 
was ever known to indulge. 

" You are witty, Mr Trumbull,'' smd Fair- 
ford ; <* but jests are no arguments— I shall keep 
my own name." 

<^ At your own pleasure,'* said the merchant ; 
<< there is but one name which,'* &c. &c. &c. 

We will not follow the hypocrite through the 
impious cant which he added, in order to dose 
the subject. 
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Alan followed him, in silent abhorrence, to the 
recess in which the beaufet was placed, and which 
was so artificially made as to conceal another of 
those traps with which the whole building abound- 
- ed. This concealment admitted them to the same 
winding passage by which the young lawyer had 
been brought thither. The path which they now 
took amid these mazes, differed from the direction 
in which he had been guided by Rudedge. It 
led upwards, and terminated beneath a garret win- 
dow. Trumbull opened it, and with more agility 
than his age promised, clambered out upon the 
leads. If Fairford^s journey had been hitherto in 
a stifled and subterranean atmosphere, it was now 
open, lofty, and airy enough ; for he had to foL 
low his guide over leads and slates, which the old 
smuggler traversed with the dexterity of a cat It 
is true, his course was fadlitated by knowing ex- 
actly where certain stepping-places and hold-fasts 
were placed, of which Fairford could not so rea- 
dily avail himself ; but after a difficult and some- 
what perilous progress along the roofs of two or 
three houses, they at length descended by a sky- 
light into a garret room, and from thence by the 
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Stairs into a publichouse; for such it appeared, 
by the ringing of bells, whistling for waiters and 
attendance, bawling of <^ House, house, here 1^ 
chorus of sea^songs, and the like noises. 

Having descended to the second story, and en- 
tered a room there, in which there was a light, 
old Mr Trumbull rung the bell of the apartment 
thrice, with an interval betwixt each, during 
which, he told deliberately the number twenty* 
Immediately after the third ringing the landlord 
appeared, with stealthy step, and an appearance 
of mystery on his buxom visage. He greeted Mr 
Trumbull, who was his landlord as it proved, 
with great respect, and expressed some surprise 
at seeing him so late, as he expressed it, << on Sa- 
turday e'en.^ 

^< And I, Robin Hastie,^ said the landlord to 
the tenant, << am more surprised than pleased to 
hear so mickle din in your house, Robie, so near 
the honourable Sabbath ; and I must mind you, 
that it is contravening the terms of your tack, 
whilk stipulates, that you should shut your pub- 
lick on Saturday at nine oVlock, at latest.^ 

^* Yes, sir,"^ said Robin Hastie, no way alarmed 
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at the gravity of the rebuke, " but you must take 
tent that I have .admitted oaebody saving your- 
sell,. Mr Trumbull, (who by the way admitted 
yoursell,) since nine o^clock ; for the most of the 
folks have been here for several hours, about the 
lading, and so on, of the brig. It is not full 
tide yet, and I cannot put the men out into the 
street If I did, they would go to some other 
publick, and their souls would be nane the bet- 
ter, and my purse mickle the waur ; for how am 
I to pay the rent, if I do not sell the liquor ?* 

« Nay, then," said Thomas Trumbull, « if it 
is a work of necessity, and in the honest inde- 
pendent way of business, no doubt there is balm 
in Gilead. But prithee, Robin, wilt thou see if 
Nanty Ewart be, as is most likely, amongst these 
unhappy topers ; and if so, let him step this way 
cannily, and speak to me and this young gentle- 
man. And it s dry talking, Robin— you must 
minister to us a bowl of punch-^-ye ken my gage." 

<< From a mutohkin to a gallon, I ken your ho- 
nour'^s taste, Mr Thomas Trumbull,^ said mine 
host, " and ye shall hang me over the sign-post if 
ihere be a drap mair lemon or a cum less supur 
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than just suits you. There is three of you— you 
will be for the auld. Scots peremptory pint-stoup 
for the success of the voyage ?^^ 

^< Better pray for it than drink for it, Bobin,^ 
«aid Mr TrumbuU. ^^ Yours is a dangerous 
trade, Aobin ; it hurts mony a ane— baith host 
and guest But ye will get the blue bowl, Ro- 
bin^^the blue bowl— that will sloken all their 
drouth, and prevent the sinful repetition of whip- 
ping for an eke of a Saturday at een. Ay, Bo* 
bin^ it is a pity of Nanty Ewart — ^Nanty likes 
the turning up of his little finger unco weel, and 
we maunna stint him, Robin, so as we leave him 
sense to steer by .^ 

^ Nanty Ewart could steer through the Pent- 
land Firth though he were as drunk as the Bal- 
tick Ocean,^ said Robin Hastie; and instantly 
trippmg down stairs, he speedily returned with 
the materials for what he called his browsty which 
coimsted of two English quarts of spirits, in a 
large blue bowl, with all the ingredients for 
punch, in the same formidable proportion. At 
the same time he introduced Mr Antony or Nanty 
Ewart, whose person, although he iiras a good 
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deal flustered with liquor^ was different from 
what Fairford expected. His dress was what is 
emphatically termed the shabby g^teeI—4 £rock 
with tarnished lace— *a small codced hat, oma^ 
meated in a similar way-:— a scarlet waistcoat, with 
faded embroidery, breeches of the same, with uL- 
ver knee-bands, and he wore a smart hanger and 
. a pair of pistols in a sullied sword belt. 

^^ Here I come, patron,^ he said, shaking hands 
with Mr Trumbull. << Well, I see you have got 
some grog aboard.^ 

*• It is not my custom, Mr Ewart,** said the 
old gentleman, *^ as you well know, to become a 
chamberer or carouser thus late on Saturday at 
e^en ; but I wanted to recommend to your atten- 
tion a young friend of ours that is going upon a 
something particular journey, with a letter to our 
friend the Laird from Fate-in-Peril, as they call 
him.'' 

" Ay— indeed — he must be in high trust for 
so young a gentleman.— -I wish you joy, sir^ 
bowing to FairfonL " By'r lady, as Shakespeare 
says, you are bringing up a neck to a fair end.— 
Com^, patron, we will drink to Mr Whiit-shali- 
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call-um-— What is his name ?— Did you tell me ? 
— ^And have I forgot it already ?'** 

" Mr Alan Fairford,'' said Trumbull. 

^* Ay, Mr Alan Fairford— a good name for a 
fiur trader — Mr Alan Fairford ; and may he be 
long withheld from the topmost round of ambi- 
tion, which I take to be the highest round of a 
certwi ladder.*" 

While, he spoke, he seized the punch ladle, 
and began to fill the glasses. But Mr Trumbull 
arrested his hand, until he had, as he expressed 
himself, sanctified the liquor by a long grace ; 
during the pronunciation of which, he shut in- 
deed his eyes, but his nostrils became dOated, as 
if he were snufiing up the fragrant beverage with 
peculiar complacency. 

When the grace was at length over, the three 
friends sat down to their beverage, and invited 
Alan Fairford to partake. Anxious about his 
situation, and disgusted as he was with his com- 
pany^ be craved, and with difficulty obtmned per- 
mission, under the allegation of being fatigued, 
heated, and the like, to stretch himself on a couch 
which was in the apartment, and attemptedat least 
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to procure somerest before Jiigh water^ when the 
vessel was to sail. 

He was at length permitted to use his freedom, 
and stretched himself on the couch, having his 
eyes for some time fixed on the jovial party he 
had left, and straining his ears to catch if possible 
a little of their conversation. This he soon found 
was to no purpose ; for what did actually veach 
his ears was disguised so completely by the^use 
of cant words, and the thieves-Latin called slang, 
<that even when he caught the words, he found 
himself as far as ever from the sense of their con- . 
versation. At length he fell asleep. 

It was after Alan had slumbered for three or 
four hours that he was wakened by voices bidding 
him rise up and prepare tp be jogging. He 
started up accordingly, and found himself in pre- 
sence of the same party of boon companions, who 
had just dispatched their huge bowl of punch. 
To Alan^s surprise the liquor had made but little 
innovation on the brains of men, who were accus- 
tomed to drink at all hours, and in the most in- 
ordinate quantities. The landlord spoke indeed 
a little thick, and the texts of Mr Thomas TrunK 
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buU stumbled on his tongue ; but Nanty was one 
of those topws^ who, becoming early what bon 
vivants term flustered, remain whole nights and 
days at the same point of intoxication ; and, in 
fact, as they are seldom entirely sober, can be 
as rarely seen absolutely drunk. Ind^, Fair- 
ford, had he not known how Ewart had been en- 
gaged whilst he himself was asleep, would almost 
have sworn when he awoke, that the inan was 
more sober than when he first entered the room. 

He was confirmed in this opinion when they 
descended below, where two or three sailors and 
ruffian-looking fellows awaited their commands. 
Ewart took the whole direction upon himself, 
gave his orders with briefness and precision, and 
looked to their being executed with the alence 
and celerity which that peculiar crisis required. 
All were now dismissed for the brig, which lay, 
as Fairford was given to understand, a little far- 
ther down the river, which is navigable for ves- 
sels of light burthen, till almost within a mile of 
the town. 

When they issued from the inn, the landlord 
bid them good bye. Old Trumbull walked a lit- 
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tie way with them, but the air had probably consi- 
derable effect on the state of his brain ; for, after 
reminding Alan Fairford that the next day was 
the honourable Sabbath, he became extremely 
excursive in an attempt to exhort him to keep it 
holy. At length, being perhaps sensible that he 
was becoming unintelli^ble, he thrust a volnme 
into Fairford's hand— hiccupping at the same time 
-— <* Good book — good book — fine hymn-book— 
fit for the honourable Sabbath, whilk awaits us 
to-morrow morning.^ — Here the iron-tongue of 
Ume told five from the town steeple of Annan, to 
the further confusion of Mr Trumbull^s already 
disordered ideas. <^ Ay ? Is Sunday come and 
gone already ? — Heaven be praised ! Only it is a 
marvel the afternoon is sae dark for the time of the 
year — Sabbath has slipped ower quietly, but we 
have reason to bless oursells it has not been alto- 
gether misemployed. I heard little of the preach- 
ing — a cauld moralist, I doubt, served that out 
—•but, eh— the prayer— I mind it as if I had 
said the words myseU.'^— Here he repeated one 
or two petitions, which were probably a part of 
his family devotions, before he was summoned 
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forth to what he called the way of business. ^< I 
never remember a Sabbath pass so cannily off in 
my life.^ — Then he recollected himself a little, 
and said to Alan, <^ You may read that book, 
Mr Fairford, to-morrow, all the same, though 
it be Monday ; for, you see, it was Saturday 
when we were thegether, and now if s Sunday, 
and it^s dark night— so the Sabbath has slipped 
dean away through our fingers, like water through 
a sieve, which abideth not ; and we have to begin 
again to-morrow morning, in the weariful, base, 
mean, earthly employments, whilk are unworthy 
of an immortal spirit — always excepting the way 
of business.^ 

Three of the fellows were now returning to the 
town, and, at Ewart^s command, they cut short 
the patriarch^s exhortation, by leading him back 
to his own residence. The rest of the party then 
proceeded to the brig, which only waited their 
arrival to get under weigh and drop down the 
river. Nanty Ewart betook himself to steering 
the brig, and the very touch of the helm seem- 
ed to dispel the remaining influence of the liquor 
which he haddrunk, ance, through a troublesome 
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and intricate channel, he was able to direct the 
course of his Htde vessel with the most perfect 
accuracy and safety. 

Alan Fairford, for some time, availed himself 
of the clearness of the summer morning to gaze on 
the dimly seen shores betwixt which they glided, 
becoming less and less distinct as they receded 
from each other, until at length, having adjusted 
Bis little bundle by way of pillow, and wrapt 
around him the great-coat with which old Trum- 
bull had equipped him, he stretched himself on 
the deck, to try to recover the slumber out of 
which he had been awakened. Sleep had scarce 
begun to settle on his eyes, ere he found some- 
thing stirring about his person. With ready 
presence of mind he recollected his situation, and 
resolved to shew no alarm until the purpose of 
this became obvious ; but he was soon relieved 
from his anxiety, by finding it was only the re- 
sult of Nanty^s attention to his comfort, who was 
wrapping around him, as softly as he could, a 
great boat-cloak, in order to deftmd him from the 
morning air. 

<< Thou art but a cockerel,^ he muttered, ** but 
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'twere pity thou wert knocked off the perch be-, 
fore seeing a Kttle more of the sweet and sour of 
this world—though, faith, if thou hast the usual 
luck of it, the best way were to leaye thee to the 
chance of a seasoning fever/' 

These words, imd the awkward courtesy with 
which the skipper of the little brig tucked the sea- 
coat around Fairford, gave him a confidence of 
safety which he had not yet thoroughly possessed. 
He stretched himself in more security on the hard 
planks, and was speedily asleep, though his slum- 
bers were feverish and unrefreshing. 

It has been elsewhere intimated that Alan 
Fiurford inhented from his mother a delicate 
constitution, with a tendency to consumption; 
and, being an only child, with such a cause for 
ap}»ehennon, care, to the verge of effeminacy, was 
taken to preserve him from damp beds, wet feet, 
and those various emergencies to which the Cale- 
donian boys of much higher birth, but more ac* 
tive habits, are generally accustomed* In man, 
the spirit sustains the constitutional weakness, as 
in the winged tribes the feathers bear aloft the 
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body. But there is a bound to these supporting 
qualities ; and as the [Hnions of the bird must at 
length grow weary, so the vis animi of the hu- 
man struggler becomes broken down by conti- 
nued fatigue. 

When the voyager was awakened by the 
light of the sun now riding high in Heaven, he 
found himself under the influence of an almost 
intolerable head-ache, with heat, thirst, shootings 
across the back and loins, and other symptoms 
intimating violent cold, accompamed with fever. 
The manner in which he had passed the prece- 
ding day and night, though perhaps it might have 
been of little consequence to most young men, 
was to him, delicate in constitution and nurture, 
attended with bad and even perilous conse- 
quences. He felt this was the case, yet would 
fain have combated the symptoms of indisposi- 
tion, which, indeed, he imputed chiefly to seapsick- 
ness. He sat up on deck, and looked on the scene 
around, as the little vessel, having borne down the 
Solway Frith, was beginning, with a favouraU^ 
northerly breeze, to bear away to the southward, 
17 
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crossing the entrance of the Wampole river, and 
preparing to double the most northerly point of 
Cumberland. 

But Fairford felt oppressed with deadly sick- 
ness, as well as by pain of a distressing and oppres- 
sive character; and neither Cri£Pel, rising in majes- 
ty on the one hand, nor the distant yet more pic* 
turesque outline of Skiddaw and Glaramara upon 
. the other, could attra.ct his attention in the man- 
ner in which it was usually fixed by beautiful 
scenery, and especially that which had in it some- 
thing new as well as striking. Yet it was not in 
Alan Fairford'^s ipature to ^ve way to despond- 
ence, even when seconded by pain. He had re* 
course, in the first place, to his pocket ; but in- 
stead of the little Sallust he had brought with him, 
that the perusal of a favourite classical author 
might help to pass away a heavy hour, he pulled 
out the supposed hymn-book with which he had 
been presented a few hours sdnce, by that tempe- 
rate and scrupulous person, Mr Thomas Trum- 
bull, alias Turnpenny. The volume was bound 
in sable, and its exterior might have become a 
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pdiilter. But what was Ala^^s wtonishnient to 
read on the title-page the Mowing words s- 
" Merry Thoughts for Merry Men ; oi'. Mother 
Midnight's Miscellany for the smi^U Hours;*** and 
turning xyrer the leaves, he was disgusted with 
ptifligate tales, and more profligate soi^, orna- 
mented with figures correspoDdii^ in mfiuny 
with tihe Ietter*press. 

Good God, he thought, and did idbis boaty re- 
probate summon his fiunily together, and, with 
such a disgraceful pledge of infamy iii his bosom, 
venture to approach the dirone of his CSreator ? 
It must be so ; the book is bound after the man- 
ner of those dedicated to devotional subjects, 
and doubtless, the wretch, in his iiitoxicati<ni, 
ooi^banded the books he earned w)di him, as he 
did the days of the week.— -Seized with the dis- 
gust with whic^ the young and generous usually 
ti^;aid the vices of advftnoed liis, Alifn, having 
turned the leaves of the bo^ ov^ in hasty dis- 
dain, flung it from him^ as far as he could, into 
die sea. He then, had recourse Xo the iSalkfst, 
which he had at first sought £>r in vain. As be 
opened the book, Nanty Ewart, who hiEul been 
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looking over lu» aboulder, made bis own opAoion 
beavd 

^ I think now, bfotbcsr, if you are so mucii^ 
seandalised at a little piece of Bculduddery, wbach, 
after all, does nobody any bann, you bad better 
bate given it ta me tban bate flung it into tbe 
Solway.^ 

'< I bope, ar,^ answered Fairford, etviUy, 
^ you are in tbe babit of reading better bookft.^ 

<< Faith,"" answered Nanty, << with help of a 
little Geneva text, I coidd read my Sallust a$, 
well as you can ;"" and snatching the hook from 
Alan"s hand, be began to read, in the Scottish 
accent.— ^^ ^ Igitur ex divitii9 jwoentukm luxu*' 
ria atque avarUia cum superUA invadre : ro^ 
perey canaumere ; sua parvi pendere, oHena ci^ 
pere ; pudorem^ amicitiam, pudidiiam^ divina 
aique humana promiscuay nihU pensi nequi mo^ 
deroA habere.^*^^There is a slap in th6 face now; 



" The transUtfani of the passage is thus given by Sir Henry 
Steoart of AUantcm.— ^^ The youth, taught to kok up to riches 
as t^e sorereign good, became apt pupils in the school of Iiuxu- 
ry, Bapadty and profusion went hand in hand. Caieleas of 
then: own fortunes, and eager to possess those of others, shame 
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for an honest fellow that has been buocanneer- 
ing ! Never could keep a groat of what he got, 
or hdd his fingers from what belonged to an- 
other ? said you. Fie, fie, friend Crispus, thy 
morals are as crabbed and austere as thy style 
-—the one has as little mercy as the other has 
grace. By my soul, it is unhandsome to make 
personal reflections on an old acquaintance, who 
seeks a little dvil intercourse with you aft^r* 
nigh twenty years separation. On my soul. 
Master Sallust deserves to float on the Solway 
better than Mother Midnight herself.^^ 
■ << Perhaps, in some respects, he may merit 
better usage at our hands,^ said Alan; << for if 
he has described vice plainly, it seems to have 
been for the purpose of rendering it generally 
abhorred.^^ 

" Well,** said the seaman, " I have heard of 
the Sortes Virgilianae, and I dare say the Sortes 
Sallustianae are as true every tittle. I have con- 
sulted honest Crispus on my own account, and 

and remorse, modesty and moderaidon, every principle gave 
way."— FTorA:* of SaUust, with Original Etsays^ Vol. II. 
p. 17. 
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have had a cuff ^ for my puns. But now see, I 
open the book on your behalf, and behold what 
occurs first to my eye !— Lo you there — ^ Ca^ 
ta&na , . . ommiim flagitiosomm cttque /acinorO' 
sorum circum se habebe^.'' And then again-— 
' Etiam ri quis d cuJpA vacutLS in amidHam ^tu 
inciderai, quotidiano usu par similisqtie casteris 
effidebatu/ry That is what I call plain speaking 
on the part of the old Roman, Mr Fairword. 
By the way, that is a capital name for a lawyer.^ 

" Lawyer as I am,'* said Fmrford, '* I do not 
understand your inuendo.^ 

** Nay, then,'' said Ewart, " I can try it an- 
other way, as well as the hypocritical old rascal 
Turnpenny himself could do. I would have you 
to know that I am well acquainted with my Bible- 
book, as well as with my friend Sallust'' He 
then, in a snuffling and canting tone, began to re- 
peat the scriptural text — << < David iherefbre de^ 



• After enumerating the evil qualities of Catiline^s assodates, 
the author adds, '' If it happened that any as yet uneontamina- 
ted . by vice were fatally drawn into his firiendship, the effects of 
intercourse and snares artfully spread, subdued every scruple, 
and early assimilated them to thdr conductors.*'— /&ii2ei?i, p. 19. 
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parted thence^ and vmti to the cave tfAduIkm. 
Ami every oMihaC was in disiressy and everjf one 
thai woe in debi, and every one thai woe disoan^ 
tentedy gathered ihemeelvee together unto himy.. 
and he became a captain over tkefn.^ What think 
you of that?"" he said, suddenly chaoging his 
manner. ^^ Have I touched you now, m ?** 

" You are as far off as ever,** replied Fair-, 
ford. 

<* What the deyil! and you a repeating 
firigate between Summertrees and the Laird! 
Tell that to the marine^-— the sailors won^t be? 
lieve it But you are right to be cautious, 
since you can'^t say who are right, w)io not-*-* 
But you look ill ; it^s but the cold morning air 
— *Will you have a can of flip, or a jorum of hot 
rumbo?«<-or will you splice the main«brace<^ 
(shewing a sjurit-flask)-^ Will you have a quid^«« 
or a pipe-«»or a cigar?— -a pinch of snuff, at least, 
to clear your brains and sharpen your apprehen- 
sion ?** 

Fairford rejected all these friendly propon* 
tions. 

" Why, then,'^ continued Ewart, " if you will 
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do fiothifig for the free trade, I must patronize 
it myself.'* 

So saying, lie took a large ^iass of brandy. 
•> ^ A hair of the dog that bit me,^ be conti* 
nued,—- ^^ of the dog that mil worry me one day 
soon ; and yet, and be d*^ to me for an idiot, 
I mu^ always have fakn at my throat But, says 
the old catch^— -Here be sung, and sung well — 

^« Let*« dri]iki*40t'8 dnnk— while life we have ; 

We*Il find but cold drinking, cold drinking in the grave.*' 

*< All this,^ he continued, '< is no charm against 
the head-ache. I wish I had anything that could 
do you good. — ^Faith, and we have tea and coffee 
aboard ! 1^11 open a chest or a bag, and let you 
have some in an instant You are at the age to 
like such cat-lap better than better stuff.^ 

Fairford thanked him, and accepted his offer 
of tea. 

Nanty Ewart was soon heard calling about, 
<* Break open yon chest— -take out your capfull, 
you bastard of a powder-monkey ; we may want 
it again.— -No sugar ? — all used up for grog, say 
you ? — ^knock anodier lorf to pieces, can't ye ? — 
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and get the kettle boiling, ye helPs baby, in no 
time at all r 

By dint of these energetic proceedings he was 
in a short time able to return to the place where 
his passenger lay rick and exhausted, with a cup, 
or rather a can-full, of tea ; for everything was on 
a large scale on board of the Jumping Jenny. 
Alan drank it eagerly, and with so much appear- 
ance of be? J refreshed, that Nanty Ewart sworef 
he would have some too, and only laced it, as his 
phrase went, with a single glass of brandy. 
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